Passage I

Until recently, I had only lived in the western United States-along the pacific coast, near the mountains, and in the high deserts of California, New Mexico, Oregon, and Utah. It was when I moved east that (1) has been when I came to understand something essential about my taste. My idea of what is beautiful in landscape is shaped by the geography that is most familiar to my eye.

My (2) friends in the East, describe parks, farms, or cities as beautiful, but (3) when I visit these places, I find the, bland and uninspiring. Just a lot of trees, I think-I can hardly see the sky. There are no vistas. Those are small hills, not mountains. I feel claustrophobic in dense forests of maple, oak, and sycamore.


 As I puzzled over this, I (4) realize that the landscapes I know best are dramatic: soaring, rocky mountains; fast rivers running through giant boulders and over steep slabs of granite; empty land so vast it might be a brown, tideless ocean meeting the sky in a sharp line against the horizon. My landscape is dominated by earth, sky, and rock. I don’t (5) of dense foliage know how to appreciate the softness. (6) However, a landscape that is primarily green rather than brown is not lovely to me. Acres of trees block the sunlight, hide the sky, and foster thick underbrush that limits where (7) you can walk and explore.


Since I live in the East now, (8) I find myself trying to understand the beauty of this new landscape. I’ve learned to appreciate (9) winter when the trees, are bare, and more of the land and sky are visible. (10)After, when the ground is covered with snow, I like (11) its spare white beauty. I’m also (12) building fond of the marshes and beaches along the Atlantic coast, which are as open as the desert.[13] And wherever I am, when I look up notice that even framed by trees, the sky is beautiful.

Passage II       
Sunflowers are (14) native, only to the Americas. Yet, surprisingly, the gigantic sunflowers commercially harvested in the United States today were developed in Europe. 

As early as 3000 BC, in both North and South America, Native people began cultivating small sunflowers with seeds the size of grains of rice.[15] the growers put the entire sunflower to good use. They cracked the (16) seed shells and either ate the kernels (17) within and pounded them into flour. Various plant parts produced medicinal ointments; seed oil provided purple dye for ceremonial body painting; and the petals offered a yellow dye to brighten textiles. Even the dried stalks supplied people with building materials. 


[1] Around AD 1500, Spanish explorers returned home from South America with sunflower seeds. [2] In North America during the 1700, European settlers adopted a native method of using sunflowers, (18) planting them among rows of beans and corn.[3] Although sunflower production eventually decreased among the settlers, they continued to grow the flower for decorative use. [4] The plant’s popularity spread across Europe so quickly that by the 1600s sunflowers (19) have become a common sight. 


In the early (21)1800s, however Russians began growing sunflowers commercially, making Russia a leading source of sunflower oil (22) output. The Russians began a successful program that bred taller and more productive sunflowers. In the late 1800, Russian immigrants brought the seeds of these larger varieties (23) with them to the United States. With these new seeds, farmers started commercially growing sunflowers (24) so far exceeded in size and number those produced by the original plants.[25]

Passage III 
When the Steel Drums Go Marching In

Inspired by a musician from the Caribbean island of Trinidad, some shiners in North Carolina formed the first steel drum band in Shriners history. Wearing beige bolero shirts and flat-topped hats, (26) parades and civic events regularly feature the band. The Shriner’s goal, which they regularly attain, is to attract attention to (27) their service organization and it’s important work. 

[1] (28) Accordingly, steel drums, or pans, start out as fifty-five-gallon barrels. [2] Pan makers hammer one end into a bowl-shaped playing surface. [3] The depth of the bowl varies: high-pitched tenor drums have deep bowls, while low-pitched bass drums have shallower ones. [4] Makers (29) then fashioned specially turned ridges into the bowls that, when struck with a (30) mallet, produce distinct pitches and tones. [5] The result is a melodic, percussive sound that (31) evokes images of the gentle climate of the instrument’s Caribbean birthplace. (32)


A pan group can produce sounds as varied as the voices in a choir and may include lead, baritone, cello, and tenor bass drums as well as a six bass, which is itself compose of six pans. The Shriners, like other steel groups, can play tunes in almost any musical style. Their favorite songs range from “Jamaica Farewell” to “When the Saints Go Marching In.”


The Shriners formed their (33) band. After they met Mikey Enoch, a musician from Trinidad. Enoch, both a performer and pan maker, agreed to build the drums and teach the Shriners how to play them.


The Shriners (34) say performing before an audience requires courage and preparation, so they practice weekly. To their twenty-five steel drums, the Shriners add tambourines, maracas, and (35) cowbells to their drums. The band (36) is hugely popular with audiences, and profits from their performances help children at Shrine hospitals. 

Passage IV 

Libraries are needed and wanted

As many of us know from experience, libraries do more than hold (38) books; they hold the power to change lives. However, through computer and internet access, a wealth of information (39) will have been available outside of a traditional library. As a result, many city and state (40) governments across the United States, debate the purpose of public libraries and the amount of funding needed to maintain their services.


Many of our communities are looking at cuts (41) of as much as 50 percent in the library funding, (42) having been suggested that library isn’t as important as other government services. Perhaps some government officials consider the public library a luxury--- a service citizens could (43) of done without. Libraries don’t build our sense of community and (44) has improved the quality of our lives.


Nationwide, 97 percent of the population has access to public libraries. Students depend on library research materials for homework, (45) preschoolers, and their parents look forward to weekly story times, and people of all ages (46)checking out for their enjoyment books for leisure reading. Other resources include job search assistance, (47) tax preparation advice, and health-related seminars. Overall, libraries provide a comfortable place for exploring and (48) the expansion in our world.


Those of us who use public library system consider its services essential. Journalist Pete Hamill (49) once said, that the road to our imaginations begins at the public library. To keep that road maintained we must continue (50) encouraging all generations to foster a life long love of reading.          
