Satire Sequence of procedures
1) In general, do constructivist theory where kids are given things (examples of satire) and they create meaning for what they see (define satire)
2) First practice critical thinking:
a. Put post-it notes on each table (groups of four desks)
b. Make five spaces on board for “Notice” and “Wonder”
c. Show five different pictures from the document called “Image Analysis” in the SAT folder in the English 11 folder. Use the ones at the bottom because, in theory, we already did the ones at the top. 
d. Put each image on the screen. Each group talks about each one and posts at least one “Notice” and one “Wonder” on the board with their post-it note. Foster leads discussion about each based on the post-its. After the discussion of each image, each person needs to generate a synthesis statement about the image that encapsulates the group’s thoughts and is grammatically correct and then has a specific grammatical feature listed below. Each student needs to write these synthesis statements on a half sheet to turn in. (I will give grammar feedback on these so they can add errors to their orange sheet).
i. Starts with a prepositional phrase and a comma
ii. Use a semi-colon
iii. Compound sentence
iv. Complex sentence

v. Use a metaphor
3) Give “Satire Brainstorm Chart”. Review the story of the grasshopper and the ant. Put “Grass Ant Satire” on screen and read together. Fill out chart individually, share in group, each group has to share either a notice or a wonder. Work together to make a class synthesis statement. Review that this is an allegory. http://www.abovetopsecret.com/forum/thread558207/pg1
4) Make sure everyone knows the story of the three little pigs. Review the point of view lesson we did when we read “The True Story of the Big Bad Wolf” during the Canterbury Tales unit. Watch the 3 pigs video: http://www.theguardian.com/media/video/2012/feb/29/open-journalism-three-little-pigs-advert . Have them use polleverywhere to write comments as they watch. Have discussion with texts on the screen.  
5) Have kids pick red or green. Kids who picked green read the “school cuts article real” and red kids read “school cuts article satire” As they read, kids need to circle words that they don’t know, then complete the Notice and Wonder boxes on their chart. Then, students pair up (red/green) and discuss their articles while sharing notice and wonder items; they need to be sure they compare and contrast the articles and each partnership needs to add at least one comparison and contrast to a T chart on the board.  As a class, we discuss the chart and then each student write their own synthesis statement. 
6) Break kids into male and female groups. Use document called “Male Female Articles”. Males get “Al Queda” article and females read “Child Bearing” article. As they read, kids need to circle words that they don’t know, then complete the Notice and Wonder boxes on their chart. Then, students pair up (male/female) and discuss their articles while sharing notice and wonder items; they need to be sure they compare and contrast the articles and each partnership needs to add at least one comparison and contrast to a T chart on the board.  As a class, we discuss the chart and then each student write their own synthesis statement. 

7) Watch iphone video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNBP18nrRdw Kids do their chart on their own. Make this timed: 5 minutes. Each group shares best synthesis statement. 

8) Turn in chart for citizenship mark. 

9) After chart, when they are ready for the “aha” moment to say what satire is, do “FatherMurderOnionArticle” formative. Have them share their response to the first page. Once the majority of kids get done, do guided lecture for the second page. Make sure they make the Hamlet connection.

10) Do “Nonconformity Onion Article” formative where kids are trying to figure out how the author created meaning. Have them give themselves feedback on the single point rubric before they turn it in and have a peer do it too in a different colored writing utensil. I give feedback on a single point rubric. Then, they keep this to help them with the “redskins” formative later. 
11) Ask them why satire matters. Discuss. Show this website: http://thoughtcatalog.com/hudson-hongo/2013/08/the-35-best-times-someone-on-facebook-thought-the-onion-was-real/ 

12) Mini-lecture on difference between parody and satire.
a. Show Random SNL skit = “Van down by the river” = http://www.nbc.com/saturday-night-live/video/down-by-the-river/1256666
b. Show satirical skits = John Stewart Teacher satire = http://www.thedailyshow.com/watch/mon-february-28-2011/crisis-in-dairyland---message-for-teachers
c. Student discuss the differences between the two clips, highlighting how “van” is parody and “John Stewart” is satire
13) Do Redskins formative

14) Give Students “satire handout” to define the topic 

15) Assignment: students write and act out a satirical play. 

16) Students share examples of satire and parody that they have seen before 

a. http://www.clickhole.com/article/did-sesame-street-go-too-far-yesterday-when-big-bi-1911
17) Homework: Students view the satire prezi at http://prezi.com/h2asgedmhjda/satire/
18) Do guided highlighted read of “school prison article” (this is pretty easy, maybe skip it with AP Lit)
19) Show fake poster called “Collegesatirepic” Discuss how it is satire and college life reality

20) Assignment: students have to make a satirical fake poster. When students bring it to class, they trade and student writes analytical paragraph explaining how it is satirical. Perhaps write another evaluation paragraph analyzing the effectiveness of the satire?
21) Students read/listen to modest proposal by Jonathan swift and highlight all of the specific ways that the author used satire to express his message. From this, they write an AP HOW paragraph that delineates how the author used satire to effectively express his message.  
22) Watch satirical plays. 
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Formal Observation, 1/25/12
Lesson Length: 1-3 days
Abstract: 

These AP Literature and Composition students have a limited prior knowledge of satire. During this approximately four day unit on satire, students will interact with satire in multiple ways: watching video clips, reading articles, viewing pictures, critiquing narratives and creating plays. 
Essential Questions:

· What is the purpose of satire in today’s culture? 
· How, if at all, can the student as an author (specifically for, but not limited to, the AP test) use satire to effectively express his or her message? 

Objectives: 

· Students will distinguish between parody and satire.
· Students will identify and reproduce the specific techniques that authors use in satire.
· Students will evaluate the effectiveness of satire as a genre. 
Brief Description of Summative Assessment

In groups of their choosing, students create a three act satirical play. They will turn in a script of the play complete with a creative cover, stage directions, dramatis personae, monologues, soliloquies and dialogue. As it is a three act play, it should have a clear beginning, middle and end. Students need to use costumes (and props) where appropriate. The issue which they are satirizing must be blatantly clear through their use of multiple examples of the satirical devices described throughout the lesson. Students may bring in a video presentation of the play or perform the play live to the class.

Lesson Opening: 

· As is the case every day, students enter class, read the instructions on the screen and begin working on the “Writing Minute.” This activity asks them to write a sentence using an unknown word from a list of “Words that AP students should know” with a particular authorship technique while exuding a particular tone. The daily scribe writes his or her example on the board to share with the class, this example is shared with the class, and amended, if necessary. 
· In an attempt to acknowledge students’ prior knowledge about the topic, the class is split in half. Half of the class is given an informative, “real” article about school budget cuts. The other half is given a satirical article about the same topic. Students do text rendering with their own article. Then, students pair up with an student who read a different article and share their text rendering ideas while discussing their respective articles. Ideally, students identify the satirical article as facetious. A class discussion will highlight this contrast. During the discussion, students will debate which article was most effective at expressing its message. Discussion thoughts are recorded on the board.

Exploration: 

Students watch two video clips. During the clips, they make a two column chart that highlights similarities and differences between the two. One clip is a satire, and one is a parody. Students use the chart to highlight and discuss the differences between the two clips and the comparative effectiveness of each. Teacher addresses any misconceptions in the discussion and explains the difference between parody and satire. 

Explanation: 

· Students review the handout called “Satire Handout” with the teacher to provide further explanation and to amend any misgivings about satire and parody. 

· For homework, students review an online prezi about satire to further reinforce the concepts covered in class. 

Practice: 

· Students do a Guided Highlighted Read with the article entitled “School Prison.” This assignment is admittedly below the reading level of the class, but reading comprehension is not the goal here-additional satire exposure is. Also, this Guided Highlighted Read reviews other “English concepts” that students assumedly have already mastered. 

· Students complete a R.A.F.T. writing assignment where they choose a Role, Audience, Format and Tone for a satire that they create. This writing will be graded using a 4.0 rubric based on the Common Core Curriculum

· Students are shown a satirical “demotivational” poster about college. After discussing the accuracy and satirical elements of the poster, students are given the extra credit opportunity to make one of their own. The topic of their satirical poster must be topical or universal and must be “meaningful” to society: SOPA, college tuition, standardized testing, superfluous technology use, etc. 
Check for Understanding: 

Students will read “A Modest Proposal” by Jonathan Swift. As they read, students need to highlight specific ways that the author satirized. Then, students need to write an AP “HOW” paragraph that proves how the author used satire to effectively express his message.
Common Core Standards for 11-12 grade:

Reading Literature: 1, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10


Reading Informational: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Writing: 2 a-f, 3 a-e, 4, 6, 8, 9a-b


Speaking/Listening: 1 a-d, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Language: 1 a-b, 2a-b, 3, 4 a-d, 5 a-b     
Three little pigs satire video

http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/video/2012/feb/29/open-journalism-three-little-pigs-advert
We already know that parody is a humorous, exaggerated performance that is a caricature of another performance designed to entertain. Satire is similar with one important difference. In short, satire is a witty, critical commentary on society, in order to cause change. Metaphorically, parody is Chris Farley’s “Matt Foley” character, and satire is a John Stewart monologue. 
-Definitions:

1) A genre of persuasive writing or art which makes fun of the status quo, but ultimately is suggesting reform of some sort of problem in society. 

2) A way of conveying serious criticism of people, institutions and society by wit and irony in order to improve the object of the attack. 

3) Making fun of a social aspect that you want to change in a clever, funny way.

-Objectives:

1) To change people or institutions using humor.

2) To measure reality against and ideal.

3) To blend destructiveness and humor.

4) To discuss current events or people. 

5) To have free reign over all subjects.

-Devices:

1) Absurdity = logical extremes, ridiculousness

2) Exaggeration = making things smaller or larger than they actually are. Example: Drawing a cartoon character’s head disproportionably large. Example: hyperbole or exaggerated numerical language.

3) Understatement = making less of a subject rather than more; this is the opposite of hyperbole.

4) Wit = humorous word play (usually puns) which appeals to the intellect rather than the emotions.

5) Irony = tension between what is expected and what actually happens. All satire is ironic, but not all irony is satirical. Satire must have humor that has an edge, but not all irony is humorous. 

Difficulties:

1) Topical = refers to a time period. Without a base of knowledge about the time period, it is difficult to “get” to humor.

2) Misread = Many people take satire literally and are confused or repulsed by the harsh criticism. 

Types:

1) Universal Satire = the themes and objects criticized are applicable to any time period. Example: Satire that criticizes organized religion. 

2) Topical Satire = the themes and objects criticized are applicable to a specific time period. Example = Revolutionary War cartoons of King George or political figure cartoons.

In groups of your choosing, your task is to create a three act satirical play. You will turn in a script for your play complete with a creative cover, stage directions, dramatis personae, monologues, soliloquies and dialogue. As it is a three act play, it should have a clear beginning, middle and end. Use costumes (and props) wear appropriate (pretty witty pun huh?). The issue which you are satirizing must be blatantly clear through your use of multiple examples of the satirical devices described above. You may bring in a video presentation of the play on the due date (Mr. Foster has flip video cameras to borrow if needed) or you may perform the play live to the class on the due date. Record one metacognitive thought about this assignment below. 

Self-graded Satirical Play Rubric

__________/10
Performance (in which all group members play active roles) effectively and clearly incorporates all dramatic elements listed in the assignment description: dialogue, monologues, soliloquies and meaningful stage movement. Written script effectively incorporates dramatic elements listed in the assignment description: meaningful stage directions, dramatis personae, and a creative cover with title and art work.

__________/20
Performance (in which all group members play active roles) effectively and clearly “answers the question.” It is obvious which issue is being satirized. The authors’ stance on the issue is clear. The audience is convinced that the authors’ position is true and is compelled to pursue the issue beyond merely watching the performance. Multiple aspects of the issue are criticized: financial, global, spiritual, logical, emotional, etc.

__________/10
Performance (in which all group members play active roles) effectively and clearly incorporates multiple satirical devices listed in the assignment description: absurdity, wit, sarcasm, hyperbole, understatement, irony, etc. Performance may be entirely topical and specific to present day Armada, may be entirely universal and applicable to any culture, or may include both topical and universal elements. 

__________/40
Total

Group’s self-evaluation:

Foster-graded Satirical Play Rubric

__________/10
Performance (in which all group members play active roles) effectively and clearly incorporates all dramatic elements listed in the assignment description: dialogue, monologues, soliloquies and meaningful stage movement. Written script effectively incorporates dramatic elements listed in the assignment description: meaningful stage directions, dramatis personae, and a creative cover with title and art work.

__________/20
Performance (in which all group members play active roles) effectively and clearly “answers the question.” It is obvious which issue is being satirized. The authors’ stance on the issue is clear. The audience is convinced that the authors’ position is true and is compelled to pursue the issue beyond merely watching the performance. Multiple aspects of the issue are criticized: financial, global, spiritual, logical, emotional, etc.

__________/10
Performance (in which all group members play active roles) effectively and clearly incorporates multiple satirical devices listed in the assignment description: absurdity, wit, sarcasm, hyperbole, understatement, irony, etc. Performance may be entirely topical and specific to present day Armada, may be entirely universal and applicable to any culture, or may include both topical and universal elements. 

__________/40
Total

Group Members:

Foster Comments:
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