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The horror category is among the various works of literature that have become well known for their writing style. Horrors take the reader into a stalemate with fear or possibly ignite a dark spark of interest. Edgar Allan Poe was one such author that wrote tales of horror and tragedy among other genres. Of his many famed works, The Black Cat is one of his most distinguished short stories. Throughout his plot of horror, literary devices and writing techniques were used, the author’s message was displayed, and it was applicable to life.


The main character introduces himself as an animal lover who has had a youthful marriage. The couple later went on to have multiple pets that experienced endless affection from their owners, especially a cat named Pluto. Such a bond formed between the speaker and his cat, that it became his inseparable companion even in the drunken stages of the speaker’s life until, in a rage, he wounded the animal into mistrust. While he skirted his now abusive guardian, Pluto infuriated his owner and was hung. That very night misfortune befell the speaker in the form of fire, which consumed his home and possessions. Later in his life, he discovered a new black cat, which he took home only to repeat the same bout of rage where he went to lay an axe into his new prey. Instead of dismembering the cat, his wife was caught with the brunt of the blow while she protected the feline. To escape his sin, he walled her corpse in the cellar. During the course of the next few days, the police came to the house and were led to the basement by the speaker who had the utmost confidence in his burial work, but as he rapped upon the very wall of the tomb a yowling came from within. Upon the prodding of the polices’ hands, the wall tumbled to the ground to reveal the corpse and the black cat that lay upon it.


Along with Poe’s writing style, literary devices were also used within the text. By the main character being the speaker of the text, it was from a narrative point of view in first person. The entirety of the text was a reflection on the main character’s own madness as displayed by his actions. The style of writing ran the spectrum from complex and intricate writing to a simplistic phrase that emphasized the author’s point such as “Observing my partiality for domestic pets, she lost no opportunity of procuring those of the most agreeable kind. We had birds, gold-fish, a fine dog, rabbits, a small monkey, and a cat” (Poe). The capitalized words “the spirit of PERVERSENESS” are again to stress the importance of the word, as he also does with italicized words, and in this case to foreshadow events later in the plot (Poe). The word perverseness led the reader into the inanities that the speaker later committed because of his hatred for the cat.  In almost  every sentence of a paragraph, a dash is used to further explain the previous intent of words as well as parallelism to add variance to the text. The style of writing was used to emphasize Poe’s intent and present misfortune further on in the story. 


By viewing the text as a whole, the author’s messages can be seen. Though Poe’s main objective could have been to entertain and captivate the reader, he may have had further purposes. From the way the narrator reacted to the cat, it symbolized witchcraft and demonic intent. Black cats are a superstitious symbol of evil forces and are considered to bring unfortunate luck. While the narrator directly said that his wife was superstitious and “regarded all black cats as witches in disguise,” he does not specify that he himself was of the same belief (Poe). As the story continues and he kindled a hatred for Pluto, it was seen that while he was in a drunken state, he was also fearful of the cat as well. The speaker goes so far as to accuse “the hideous beast whose craft seduced me into murder, and whose informing voice has consigned me to the hangman,” which inferred he believed the cat had ill intent and was an evil spirit that had some kind of power (Poe). Poe goes further when he caused the main character to kill Pluto. It displayed that when humans are afraid they eliminate the object of their distress because it is something foreign to them. To delve even deeper, Poe is trying to show that people are afraid of the unknown because they cannot control it or know what said object will do thus, instead of listening to logic they discredit what they fear so that a feeling of security returns. Overall, Poe was trying to express what deeper emotions lead to a human’s seemingly out-of-character actions.


Regarding tales such as this, they are relevant to human nature. The way the main character was acting because of alcohol is seen in everyday life. Countless lives are plagued by the curse of alcohol and substance abuse that rips them away from their families- families who eventually fade from their lives like the speaker’s wife and animals. The author’s deeper meaning also applies to the lives of others. People disregard elements that surround them because they are afraid of them. The same idea was prominent in The Crucible where the townspeople locked all of the “witches” in jail simply because they feared them. Ideas of the supernatural are constantly dismissed in the world because no one can prove or disprove them and it is part of something alien. This  is why people create scientific explanations for what happens around them. Moreover, Poe’s intent was to make clear humanity’s fear of the obscure.


Therefore, The Black Cat presented various ideas from the author while relating to life and using a specific writing style. By using an enthralling writing style, Poe captivated the reader by utilizing literary devices such as dashes and foreshadowing. Superstitions were also present, which implied people’s fear of the bizarre and unknown. This very ideal can be applied to the majority of people’s lives. Overall this text exemplified literary merit through penmanship, a hidden meaning, and human actions that could be related to real life.
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Rubric

_____/4  What was said?

_____/4   How was it said?

_____/4   Why was it said?

_____/3   So what?

_____/4   Color

_____/3   Black & White

_____/3   Work Cited

