AP Composition and Literature

Author Project
As soon as possible, you need to select an author of literary merit that you will be studying all year long. This author can be of any nationality and from any era. There are a few restrictions when choosing your author: he/she must either have produced most of their work in the English language or had the majority of his/her works translated into English and be a “Mr. Foster-approved” author of literary merit. 

Once you have chosen your author, throughout the year, you will write six (6) brief essays that analyze six different aspects about the author and his/her works. Then, in April, you will compile these more concise essays into an elaborate APA formatted research paper. With this in mind, it is critical that you cite your examples (using MLA format) from the text in each and every one of the six (6) mini-essays so that you can easily refer back to your sources for the final research paper. Chronologically, the six areas about your author that you will discuss are as follows:
1) Author’s biography: This is an informative, expository essay that highlights a brief chronology of the author’s life, major works, literary movements, family, accomplishments, etc. This is also a review of MLA; use in text citations and create a Works Cited page. Struggles of past students: elementary first sentence, lack of explaining how the author’s life experiences contributed to literary merits, miscues in MLA. DUE: 
	Learning Targets
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Ideas and Content

Did you answer the question?


	* The writing conveys ideas in a controlled and interesting manner.

* The focus/thesis is stated clearly and meets requirements (“answers question”)

* Clear, relevant details, directions, examples, and/or anecdotes develop

and enrich the answer.

* Reader is thoroughly convinced and certain of the author’s position.
	* The writing presents

important information about a specific topic by providing facts or directions, explaining ideas or defining terms.

* The focus is stated clearly and meets requirements; question is mostly answered.

* The reader is fairly certain of the author’s point, position and how the examples prove them both.
	* The writing presents

information about a

specific topic by providing facts or directions, explaining ideas or terms.

* The focus is unclear; question’s answer is addressed vaguely.

* An attempt is made to develop primary and

secondary ideas.

* The reader is confused or unfulfilled as to the author’s position.
	* The writing presents

information about a topic by providing facts or directions, explaining ideas or defining terms.

* The focus is unclear; the question is not answered.

* Specific requirements have been ignored or

misunderstood.

* The reader is left stranded, empty and bewildered as to the author’s message.

	Conventions

Can you follow the rules of standard American English?

Can you use conventions to enhance your essay?
	* A strong grasp of standard writing conventions is apparent: capitalization is accurate; punctuation is

smooth and enhances

meaning; spelling is correct even on more difficult words; grammar is essentially correct; paragraphing (indenting) enhances the organization.

* Specialized conventions

(dashes, colons, semi-colons, parentheses, etc.) are used appropriately and enhance the text.

* Poetic license is effectively used to break conventions
	* A solid grasp of standard writing conventions is

apparent: capitalization is

correct; punctuation is

smooth and enhances

meaning; spelling of

common words is accurate, and more difficult words are

generally correct; grammar is essentially correct; usage

is generally correct;

paragraphing (indenting)

works with the organization of the paper.

* Specialized conventions

(dashes, colons, semi-colons, parentheses, etc.) generally enhance the text.
	* A basic grasp of standard writing conventions is apparent.

* Errors in conventions may impair readability.

* Specialized conventions

(dashes, colons, semi-colons, parentheses, etc.) are inconsistent or confusing.

*Perhaps an attempt at poetic license disrupts meaning.
	* A minimal grasp of standard writing conventions is apparent.

* Numerous errors in

conventions distract and/or confuse the reader.

* Specialized conventions

(dashes, colons, semi-colons, parentheses, etc.) are disruptive, lacking, or confusing.

* What may be an attempt at poetic license is in fact an ineffective, harmful breaking of conventions. 


2) Literary Analysis: This is an analytical essay where you thoroughly and convincingly answer the “Close and Critical Reading” questions with respect to one of the author’s pinnacle works. In other words, answer the following for one work (a new work-one you have previously not read) by the author: “What was said?” “How was it said?” “Why was it said?” “So what?” Struggles of past students: Not answering each question thoroughly and/or accurately with text examples, confusing structure, and poor diction. DUE:
	Learning Targets
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Organization

Is your structure clear? Does it enhance your essay?
	* The writing is organized in a way that enhances meaning or helps to develop the central idea.

* Each developmental

paragraph addresses a

specific aspect of the topic.

* The sequence is effective and moves the reader through the paper—the order may or may not be conventional.

* Transitions are creative, provide depth and work well. They are complex and are provided between topic changes where necessary.
	* The writing is clearly

organized in a way that

enhances meaning or helps

to develop the central idea.

* Each developmental

paragraph addresses a

specific aspect of the topic.

* Transitions work well. They are effective, but perhaps predictable. They are lacking mid-paragraph, but persistent before each paragraph.
	* The writing is fairly

organized.

* Each developmental

paragraph attempts to

address a specific aspect

of the topic.

* Transitions are limited. They are mechanical in their placement. Perhaps a crucial transition is missing that would have enhanced meaning.
	* The writing needs more

structure.

* Developmental paragraphs are limited in focus and may

be confusing.

* Transitions need

improvement.

	Depict and Cite Text Evidence 


	I can make a text’s meaning abundantly clear through a thoughtful description of text events, mature inferences, and abundant, specific evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning appropriately clear through a description of text events, basic inferences, and satisfactory, clear evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning clear through a basic description of text events, some inferences, and evidence that may be lacking in abundance or quality.
	I struggle to make a text’s meaning clear through a description of text events, inferences, and evidence. My evidence is either lacking, superficial, and/or inaccurate. 

	Word Choice

Do you have impressive diction? 

Did you actually make informed, mature choices with your words?
	* Well-chosen words convey the intended message in an

interesting, precise, and

natural way.

* Lively, powerful verbs

provide energy. (“Be” verbs are limited).

* Specific nouns (Both abstract and concrete) add color and clarity.

* Modifiers work to provide strong imagery.

* Figurative language, if used, is effective. Vocabulary is striking but not overdone.
* Technical terms and

notations are effective.
	* Well-chosen words convey the intended message in an

interesting, precise, and

natural way.

* Powerful verbs, specific

nouns, and descriptive

modifiers enhance meaning.

* Expression attempts to be fresh and appealing.

* Original or unusual phrasing adds to the meaning. 
* Figurative language, if used, is generally effective.

* Vocabulary is striking but,

at times, overdone.

* Technical terms and

notations are helpful.
	* Words are reasonable,

accurate, and convey the

intended message in a

general manner.

* Some verbs provide

energy, and some simply

link one point to another.

* Some nouns are specific, which other nouns are fairly general.

* Modifiers attempt to be

descriptive.

* Figurative language, if

used, may or may not be

effective. 
* Vocabulary is

either common or slangy,

or attempts to be

uncommon and leads to

confusion. 
	* Word choice limits the

clarity of the intended

message; the author did not or cannot select mature words. 

* Verbs, nouns, and/or

modifiers lack the ability to

convey an image.

* Expression is lacking.
* Vocabulary is limited and

restricting or too technical.
* The author chose basic, elementary words that are not indicative of AP level work.


3) Motif ( Theme Analysis: This is a literary analysis essay where you highlight one major motif from a prominent work written by the author (can be one that you have already read) and explain how this motif lead to the author’s theme of the text. For example, you may write about how the color red in The Scarlet Letter propagated the theme that, “Public punishment is not as powerful as private punishment.” Cite at least one LITERARY CRITIC WITH MLA AND WORKS CITED Struggles of past students: Not making the “HOW” clear and not making it blatantly obvious why the author used the specific motif to demonstrate a specific universal theme. DUE:
	Learning Targets
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Support, Claim, and Explanation 

Did you use effective “HOW” strategies to clearly link examples to thesis?
	* Support is detailed, specific, correct and embedded. Level of support is consistent throughout.

* Several  unique “HOW” strategies are used to accurately and effectively reveal examples as proof of the question’s answer.
	* Support is less detailed,

less specific, awkwardly

embedded or less

consistent.

* Some repetitive “HOW” strategies are used to link to the question’s answer.
	* Support is mostly

paraphrased rather than

direct. Some quoted

passages are too long and then not developed. 

* Limited, shallow “HOW” strategies are used to attempt to show how the examples address question’s answer.
	* There is little or no support. The writer rambles and doesn’t clearly support the thesis or answer the essay question.

* “HOW” strategies are not evident. 

*While examples may be apparent, it is unclear how they prove the thesis. 

	Evaluate Text as a Whole


	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme abundantly clear. I can make mature, unpredictable connections between the text as a whole and the world around me 
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme appropriately clear. I can make logical, consistent connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I can make basic, accurate connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I struggle to make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I struggle to make connections between the text as a whole and the world around me that are helpful and/or accurate.


4) Literary Device Analysis: This is an analytical essay where you choose one literary device in a text of literary merit by the author (a new work-one you have previously not read) and examine how that device functions in the text as a whole. For example, “How does the symbol of the skull in Act V of Hamlet transmit the theme that, ‘We are food for worms’?” or “How does the framing devices used by Mary Shelley in Frankenstein enable the reader to engage more effectively with the text?” Cite at least one LITERARY CRITIC WITH MLA AND WORKS CITED Struggles of past students: spending too much time explaining how/why the “symbol is a symbol” and not enough time explaining how it contributes to the text as a whole and ignoring the author ( text ( reader path. DUE:
	Learning Targets
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Analyze Author’s Craft


	I can make it abundantly clear how specific text features create meaning, were a direct intent of the author and enhance a text. 
	I can make it appropriately clear how specific text features create meaning, were an author’s choice and are an important part of a text.
	I can make it clear how text features influence meaning, were reflection of the author and are a part of a text.
	I struggle to make it clear how text features are evident, contribute to meaning and/or were tools used specifically by the author.

	Sentence Fluency

Does your syntax impress the reader?
	* Strong and varied sentence structure clearly conveys meaning and invites expressive reading.

* Sentences are

appropriately concise; syntax is diverse.

* The writing has a natural flow and rhythm when read

aloud.
	* Strong and varied sentence beginnings, length, and structure help to convey meaning and invite expressive reading.

* Sentences are

appropriately concise; syntax is varied

* The writing sounds smooth and rhythmic when read aloud.
	* Varied sentence

beginnings, length, and

structure attempt to convey meaning.

* Sentences are sometimes concise and sometimes wordy; syntax is predictable.

* The writing sounds

businesslike or mechanical

when read aloud.
	* Sentence beginnings,

length, and structure lack

variation.
*Sentence typically follow the same format: simple transition, noun, verb.
* The writing lacks fluency when read aloud.


5) Critique and Analysis: This is an analytical essay that highlights a fault in the author’s approach, writing style, authorship, etc., critiques this fault and then offers proposals to amend this fault. For example, “How does Melville’s elaborate, diffusive use of description in Moby Dick detract from the anti-transcendentalism of the text? How should he revise his text to address this issue?” This can be from a work you have already read, new works that you read just for this essay, or from a compilation of the author’s works. Cite at least one LITERARY CRITIC WITH MLA AND WORKS CITED Struggles of past students: having an elementary or superficial critique, not using effective literary critics to support the criticism, and most prominently, not proposing solutions or amendments to “fix” this criticism in the author’s work. DUE:

	Learning Targets
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Insight
Are your ideas insightful and mature?


	* Discussion acknowledges

complexities, ambiguity and contradictions (counter-arguments, rebuttals, alternatives)
* Essay reveals a

sophisticated

understanding of the

passage; analysis is accurate and mature.

* Appropriate references to other texts enhance essay.
	* Essay’s approach is multi-faceted and addresses possible discrepancies in the thesis. 

* Essay reveals a

strong understanding of the

passage/reading; 
analysis is accurate and “honors” quality.

* Insight into the passage include literal, figurative, inferences and conjecture.
	* Discussion is simplistic, obvious, or dualistic.

* Essay almost shows an understanding of the passage/reading; analysis is slightly inaccurate and of mediocre depth.

* Insight into the passage include literal, some figurative, little inferences and/or no conjecture.
	* Discussion is misleading and immature.

* Essay shows either no understanding of the passage/reading or analysis is misguided and inaccurate.

* Insight into the passage includes little to zero literal, figurative, inferences and conjecture.

	Voice
Does the essay sounds like it is uniquely yours? Are you an author or a “formula filler”? 
	* The personality of the writer is evident in the writing.

* The writer’s humor, balance of colloquialism and professionalism and/or use of allusions & anecdotes bring the essay to life. 
* The tone is appropriate and consistently controlled.

* The overall effect is

individualistic, expressive,

and engaging.
	* Personality, confidence and feeling are expressed

throughout the writing.

* A commitment to the topic is obvious.

* The writer connects to the audience and clearly

indicates a purpose for the

writing.

* The tone is sincere,

pleasant and generally

appropriate.

* The writing evokes emotion in the reader.
	* Personality, confidence, and feeling weave in and

out of the writing.

* Commitment to the topic is limited.

* Connection to the

audience and purpose for

the writing are unclear.

* The tone is generally

appropriate.

* The writing evokes some emotion in the reader.
	* The writing lacks

commitment to the topic.

* Connection to the audience and purpose for the writing are unclear.

* The tone is flat or

inappropriate.

* The writing evokes little

emotion in the reader.
*It is unclear that the essay is uniquely a product of the author. 


We will choose due dates for these works together. Then, Mr. Foster will not remind you about them before they are due. It is your responsibility to manage your time effectively. However, keep in mind that at any time you deem appropriate, you can ask about any of the essays, and we will discuss them in class. Also, the specific learning targets that each essay assesses are listed above. On the next page is a list that Mr. Foster compiled after counting the most commonly referenced texts on the AP tests over the past few decades. This might either help you decide on an author or give you other authors to read in your free time (which I know you don’t have much of ().

Most Commonly Referenced AP Novels (that we don’t do together in class)

1) Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky
2) Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
3) Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte
4) Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
5) Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
6) Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
7) Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce
8) Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison
9) Woolf, Virginia
 Mrs. Dalloway

10) As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner 
11) Cry the Beloved Country by Alan Paton 
12) Native Son by Richard Wright 
13) Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
14) The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway
15) Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse 
16) Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut 
17) Tess of the D'Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy
18) Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
19) Gulliver's Travels by Jonathan Swift
20) The Natural by Bernard Malamud
21) The Awakening by Kate Chopin 
22) Golding, William Lord of the Flies
23) Chaucer, Geoffrey Canterbury Tales
24) Unknown Beowulf
25) Burgess, Anthony A Clockwork Orange
26) Alvarez, Julia In the Time of the Butterflies
27) Atwood, Margaret The Handmaid’s Tale
28) Wright, Richard Native Son
29) Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Hurston
30) Wilde, Oscar The Picture of Dorian Gray
Most Commonly Referenced AP Plays (that we don’t do together in class)

1) The Crucible by Arthur Miller

2) Our Town by Thorton Wilder

3) Macbeth, King Lear, Henry VIII by William Shakespeare

4) A Streetcar Named Desire by Tenessee Williams

5) A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry

6) Fences by August Wilson

7) The Importance of Being Ernest by Oscar Wilde

8) The Iceman Cometh by Eugene O’Neill

9) Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? By Edward Albee

10) Zoot Suit by Luis Valdez

Most Commonly Read AP Essays

1) Self-Reliance and Other Essays by Ralph Emerson 

2) The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka (Short Story)

3) Walden and Civil Disobedience by Henry Thoreau 

4) Table-Talk by William Hazlitt
5) Memories of a Catholic Girlhood by Mary McCarthy 

6) Treatise on the Gods by H.L. Mencken
7) Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift
Most Commonly Read AP Poems

1) The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath 

2) How We Became Human by Joy Harjo 
3) Idylls of the King by Alfred Lord Tennyson 
4) Leaves of Grass by Walt Whitman 

5) The Marriage of Heaven and Hell by William Blake 

6) Paradise Lost by John Milton 

7) The Rime of the Ancient Mariner by Samuel Taylor Coleridge
8) Beowulf
9) Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer

10) Iliad and Odyssey by Homer

11) Shakespearean Sonnets
List of authors that other AP teachers assign to their students as independent reading
1. Coetzee, J. M.

Waiting for the Barbarians

2. Crace, Jim


The Pesthouse

3. Danticat, Edwidge
The Farming of Bones
4. DeLillo, Don


White Noise

5. Erdrich, Louise

Love Medicine

6. Gordimer, Nadine

The Pick-Up

7. Greene, Graham

The Quiet American

8. Jen, Gish


Typical American

9. Jin, Ha


A Free Life

10. Kafka, Franz


The Trial

11. Kesey, Ken


One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest
12. Khadra, Yasmina

The Swallows of Kabul 

13. Kingsolver, Barbara
The Poisonwood Bible
14. Lahiri, Jhumpa

The Namesake

15. Hisham Matar

In the Country of Men
16. Marquez, Garbiel 

One Hundred Years of Solitude
17. McCarthy, Cormac
Blood Meridian

18. Haruki Murakami

After Dark
19. Oz, Amos


A Perfect Peace

20. Pessl, Marisha

Special Topics in Calamity Physics


21. Petterson, Per 

Out Stealing Horses 

22. Roth, Philip


The Plot Against America

23. Roy, Arundhati

The God of Small Things

24. Rushdie, Salman 
Haroon and the Sea of Stories
25. Smith, Zadie

White Teeth

Final Author Paper
So far, you have spent a significant amount of time analyzing your author and documenting your work in MLA format. Now, you will synthesize your findings into an APA formatted document. The ultimate goal is for you to paint a holistic picture of your author. Your task is to basically answer the question, “What is your author like, and how do you know?” Specific areas to address include biography, literary accomplishments, commonly used devices (literary, poetic and rhetorical), possible draw backs of the author’s craft and how he/she attempted to amend those downfalls, and your projection for how the author will be received in the future by teens in this class and by society in general. 


You have already gathered most of the information that you need to accomplish this task in your shorter, more poignant essays. Now, you need to design a structure to your essay, begin copying/pasting your old work (with revised authorship of course) and researching how to address any holes in your author analysis that may need to be filled. For example, the entire “author’s future influence” section should be all new information. To make these revisions clear, highlight (with colored font or a marker after you print) any changes (you made from previous drafts) and any new information. Then, arrange this information in APA, NOT MLA, format. You will need to know how to do both of these formats in college. Use online resources to help. You will be allowed class time for peer editing on ______________. The final due date is ________________. You need to choose 5 writing Learning targets on which you choose to be assessed. Fill in the chart below with these five choices and turn this in with your final draft as your rubric. 
	Learning Targets
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


This is also your summative assessment in our three reading targets for second trimester. To make this clear for me to assess, put any information that pertains to cite text evidence in bold, underline evidence of analyzing author’s craft and italicize all words that show you understand the text as a whole. 

