Author’s Craft Practice

After reading a few tales from Geoffrey Chaucer, it should be clear that he had a gift with words. This gift was shown clearly in the movie A Knight’s Tale (which as we know, ironically, was the title of one of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales). In this movie, an actor plays a depiction of Chaucer and shows what Chaucer might have sounded like. Watch the following clip to get an introduction to the character.

Watch this link/video from the 1:30 mark to the 2:30 mark.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9VjMQBmNUM
Now, watch the following speech that this character gives in the film. His goal in this speech is to introduce his friend who is about to joust. His audience is the royalty and the common folk that are there to watch the joust. Watch the speech a few times and think about author’s craft.

Start watching at the :35 mark.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRBYq9MiddI
Knight’s Tale Chaucer Response

What author tricks did Chaucer use in his speech? How did the author “paint the picture? Obviously it is a persuasive speech, poetic, in antiquated British English and fictional, but what else? Similes? Alliteration? What specifically happened in the text to show these tricks?

Write a thorough, expository paragraph that explains at least two examples of “author’s craft” using specific words from the text as examples. This paragraph needs to be in formal language, in third person, show strong diction, and contain helpful text references. It will be graded on the rubric at the bottom of the next page. 

	SKILL
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Determine main ideas, 

central themes, primary arguments
	Insightfully explain 

the author’s “big 

picture” accurately
	Plainly explain the 

author’s “big picture” 

relatively accurately
	Mention the 

author’s “big picture” 

somewhat accurately
	Partially identify the 

author’s “big picture” with

some inaccuracies

	Determine the “How it was said” i. e. structure of texts, point of view, & the author’s craft. 
	Insightfully explain 

all examples of

the author’s craft accurately
	Plainly explain 

several examples of

the author’s craft relatively accurately
	Mention some 
examples of the 

author’s craft 

somewhat accurately
	Partially identify 

a few examples of

the author’s craft with 

some inaccuracies

	Support = Did you use accurate and relevant evidence from all three sources to support claims or counter claims? 


	An abundance of evidence 

is reliable, specific, 

relevant unbiased and 

directly proves thesis. 
	A supply of evidence 

is respectable, specific, 

useful, unbiased and 

proves the thesis.
	Some evidence is helpful, 

relevant, unbiased and 

works to prove the thesis.
	Little to no evidence; it is

unreliable, vague, 

irrelevant, biased, 

plagiarized and/or 

doesn’t directly prove the 

thesis.

	Word choice/diction= Did you express your ideas clearly and fluently using your own words?


	Artistic & accurate 

authorship by using 

specific,  mature word 

choice and syntax.
	Satisfactory & 

consistent
authorship by using 

specific words & syntax.
	Inconsistent
authorship by using 

vague words  and poor

syntax.
	Poor authorship by 

using inaccurate, 

immature, and/or 

weak words & weak 

syntax.


