Author ( Text ( Reader Inverted Practice
The following is an AP essay that Mr. Foster wrote that answers the AP question of, “How does the author use literary devices to express his/her complex attitude towards graduating high school?” Your task is to write the poem that is the link between this question and this essay. Write this poem on the back of this page. 
In his/her text “Contemplations,” the author exudes a contemplative, accepting and anticipatory attitude toward the idea of graduating high school. This complex mentality is made most clear through the author’s bold use of imagery and hyperbolic metaphors.
The vibrant, radiant imagery in the poem demonstrates how the author views graduation as something that is highly anticipated, yet somewhat mysterious. As the author approaches graduation him/herself, this muse opus is a cathartic display that the poet cannot wait to graduate, yet realizes how significant of a step this is in the progression of life. When the narrator observes the, “vivacious brilliance” of a “slowly setting sun,” and when he/she watches “countless careening carriages of color” fall in his/her back yard in autumn, it is clear that he/she wishes to show the reader, with these metaphorical images, that time is passing. This passing of time, like meteorological rites of passages used in the effervescent imagery, is immutable. Time will pass. Cognizant of this axiom, the author walks the reader through superfluous imagery to place this inevitability firmly in his/her mind. As the reader’s eyes move from line to line, the imagery carries him/her through chronological imagery. Just as the reader is unable to circumvent the next approaching line of the text, so too is the author unable to avoid the progression of the seconds on the eternal clock that have lead him/her to this pinnacle of purpose. However, this doesn’t mean that the author is remorseful; he/she accepts this significant change and is actually welcoming said metamorphosis. The lack of foreboding, menacing, dismal tags on and in the imagery make it clear that the author’s complex attitude toward the end of this phase of his/her life is mandatory but welcomed. 
While certainly the imagery painted the picture of the author’s attitude, the author’s multitudinous use of metaphors-most of which were hyperbolic-underscore the importance of the high school graduation ceremony. Most teenagers internalize the essential nature of walking across the stage, and the author is no different. With his/her metaphors of “1, 000 splendid suns” and “the last walk ever,” the author labels the simple act of promenading across a wooden platform as a stroll that is an essential, fortuitous rite of passage. Specifically, the author chose the most familiar ball of fire and the most superlative adverb respectively to illuminate his/her connotation. Instead of simply stating “star” or “one bright star, the author exaggerated the quantity and gravity of the metaphorical ball of light to display her complex attitude toward the tepid June afternoon. In addition, while it is a colloquial common phrase uttered by even the most elementary graduation orators, this “ever” stroll is clearly monumental as no other rightleftrightleft combination that the author will make in the future can compare to these transcendent steps. 

Clearly, meaningful conclusion.   
