Hosseini Cultural Background

You will have four blog posts due sporadically throughout this unit.
Use http://armadafoster.weebly.com/hosseini-background-blog.html to post your findings.

Blog #1: Explore the history of the Muslim religion and cultural practices of Afghanistan. Specifically, investigate the following terms: Shi’a, Hazara, Sunni, Pashtun, Zahir, Shah. Kabul, mullah, nika. Intelligently discuss them through blog posts and replying to classmates. The audience for this paragraph is your parents, your classmates or your neighbor. 
The first blog entry (and a few replies to your classmates’ posts) that addresses topic (1) is due __________.  

Blog #2: In addition, investigate the cultural practices of Islam. Specifically address the questions: What are the core beliefs of the religion? What cultural practices are distinctly different from your culture? 
The second blog entry (and a few replies to your classmates’ posts) that addresses topic (2) is due __________.  

Blog #3: Then, use the text (A Thousand Splendid Suns) to infer how the answers to these questions will be portrayed in the texts, how they influence character development, how they will contribute to “the author’s attitude toward X”, etc. 
The third blog entry (and a few replies to your classmates’ posts) that addresses topic (3) with respect to A Thousand Splendid Suns is due __________.  

I worded this much like your assignments next year will be worded. I underlined key verbs for you. ASK. So, for this assignment, what do you have to say and how will you say it?

Blog #4: Then, use the text (The Kite Runner) to infer how the answers to these questions will be portrayed in the texts, how they influence character development, how they will contribute to “the author’s attitude toward X”, etc. 
The fourth blog entry (and a few replies to your classmates’ posts) that addresses topic (3) with respect to The Kite Runner is due __________.  

Mr. Foster will read the blogs and provide feedback and (hopefully) help insight discussion. You will be assessed using the rubric below. 
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I read through this assignment, and I still don’t get it…

1) I worded this assignment how college professors will word assignments: vague, broad, bland. You have to infer details and logistics about the assignment next year, or you can go to office hours and discuss it. This year, you can just ask me or read numbers 2-5 below. (
2) For the first blog, briefly google the terms Shi’a, Hazara, Sunni, Pashtun, Zahir, Shah. Kabul, mullah, so that you have a basic working knowledge of what they are and how they are related. Then, go to our website and write about your findings. Maybe even make cultural connections to our lives or to literature. Then, read at least 5 students’ blogs and comment on at last one of them by agreeing, disagreeing, augmenting and/or refuting a classmate’s post. 

3) For the second blog, google (or remember from world history) what Islam is like. As you search, become familiar with the religion in a basic level. Know what Muslims believe and how they worship. Gather a few tidbits about how this religion affects daily lives and culture. Then, make a few comparisons/contrasts to your culture. For example, Christianity and Islam are both monotheistic, but one worships different holidays. Then, read at least 5 students’ blogs and comment on at last one of them by agreeing, disagreeing, augmenting and/or refuting a classmate’s post.

4) For the third and fourth blogs, you are basically answering a “HOW” AP question and addressing the same kind of thinking you did for author paper #1: How do the cultural influences of the text and the author influence the text as a whole? For example, if there was an autobiography of my life, you would have to discuss how being the oldest and only son, having four sisters, being raised Caucasian/Christian, being raised very poor, my parents’ divorce at age 15 and other cultural influences of my life affected the text’s events, motifs and theme(s). Then, read at least 5 students’ blogs and comment on at last one of them by agreeing, disagreeing, augmenting and/or refuting a classmate’s post.
5) Have faith in yourself. 

