Black Jesus Questions

Explain the significance (literal and “other”al) of the following quotations from the story:

1. “If he were white, he might some day, become president.”

Literal:

Otheral:

2. “The teacher faced us. Her curious half-smile had blurred into a mild bewilderment.”

Literal:

Otheral:

3. “His eyes were the clearest blue I have ever seen.  They were the only life-like thing about him.”

Literal:

Otheral:

4. “The silence was suffocating.”

Literal:

Otheral:

5. “’Who painted this sacrilegious nonsense?’”

Literal:

Otheral:

6. “’There’ll be a lot of fuss in this world if you start people thinking that Christ was a nigger.’”

Literal:

Otheral:

7. “Damn if niggers ain’t getting smarter.’”

Literal:

Otheral:

8. “They work walking in brisk, dignified strides, like two people who had won some sort of victory.”

Literal:

Otheral:

9. What is your opinion of Aaron’s painting? Why? How did you contemplate your own “otherness” (or lack there of) while reading?
10. What reading strategies did you use as you read? Did they help? Why or why not?

