Canterbury Tales ( CANer bury Tales

Personal Narrative

Throughout all of the Canterbury Tales that we read, and through Beowulf, we saw an author have a particular message, moral or intent, then provide a prologue for his/her tale, then narrate the tale to prove the point of the message. Many authors have followed this format in throughout literature and now, so will you. Follow the following process to accomplish your goal.

1) Construct a theme (universal, author’s message, complete statement). For example, the Wife of Bath may have started with the theme of, “Women desire mastery in marriage.” The Pardoner may have had the theme of, “Greed will lead to the downfall of humanity.” This is the “Why was it said.” Record your theme below:

2) Brainstorm how you will set up your narrative. Think about the “What was said” question and describe the following literary elements:

a. Protagonist:

b. Antagonist:

c. Conflict type:

d. Climax:

e. Setting:
f. Narrative point of view:

g. Plot card suggestion:

3) Prepare some literary techniques that you will use to most effectively express your message. This is the “How was it said.” From the literature we have read, you have seen the techniques of fabliaux, allusion, metaphor, simile and monomyth used. Which “author tricks” will you use? Explain at least two such techniques below.
4) Think about your prologue. How will you “introduce” your narrator to mimic Chaucer’s approach? Record your ideas below. 

5) On the back of this sheet, begin plotting the events of your tale. Keep your theme in mind and that it needs to be clear to the reader by the end of your story. 

