Catch 22
Quizzical #1, Chapters 1-8, 29 points
1) How is it possible that the Nurse Cramer “killed” the soldier in white? What motif does this address and how? 2
2) “Insanity is contagious…Everybody is crazy but us.” How does perception determine reality in Catch 22, especially with reference to this quote? 2
3) “…outside the hospital the war was still going on. Men went mad and were rewarded with medals.” How is this a paradox? Irony? How does it contribute to the mood of the novel? 3
4) Who does Yossarian think is trying to kill him and how? (Two parties) 2
5) “The dead man in Yossarian’s tent was simply not easy to live with.” How is the confusion motif expressed here? Why did Heller spend so much time creating an air of confusion? 2
6) “Doc Daneeka was Yossarian’s friend and would do just about nothing in his power to help him.” How is this an “ironic paradox”? How does it contribute to the mood of the novel? 2
7) Why did Heller give Major ------ de Coverley the name “------”? 1
8) Briefly cite three other (not on this quiz) examples of the “Lethargic, Apathetic, Confused” motif from the text. 3
9) “Racial prejudice is a terrible thing…It’s a terrible thing to treat a decent, loyal Indian like a nigger, kike, wop or spic.” What authorship is occurring her e and how? 2
10) What is the Catch 22? Define it. How are Appleby’s “flies” an example of it? 2
11) “Yossarian decided to live forever or die in the attempt, and his only mission each time he went up was to come down alive”…“The only thing that stopped (Yossarian) from abandoning his post under fire…was his unwillingness to entrust the evasive action out of the target to anybody else.” How do these two quotes, that explain Yossarian’s attitude of survival in the war, relate to the idea of “the ends justify the means” (from the perspective of the U.S. government)? 2
12) How can it be argued that Yossarian is a nihilist or existentialist? Pick one and explain. 2
13) “They were lovely, satisfying, maddening manifestations of the miraculous, instruments of pleasure too powerful to be measured, too keen to be endured, and too exquisite to be intended for employment by base, unworthy man.” How did Heller use diction, syntax and tone to create meaning here? How is he being an author? 2
14) “McWatt was the craziest combat man of them all probably, because he was perfectly sane and still did not mind the war.” How is this an accurate reflection of the title of the novel? 1
15) How are Lt. Scheisskopf’s parades an example of the asinine military machine? 1
