Metacognitive Author Journal 
For this reading, you will be responsible for keeping a journal as if you are the author of the text. In essence, you will become the author of the text you are reading, and you will keep a journal that exudes the author’s thoughts that he/she had while he/she was writing the text.  All of the entries will be written in first person as if you are the author. For each entry, be sure to include the following aspects. Consult the rubric before, during, and after this assignment. Turn in this rubric stapled to the back of each journal entry; shade in your score on the rubric. 
· Plot events are certainly portrayed, but the journaling focuses heavily on inferences that the author intends the reader to make. Express the author’s hidden, implied, and suggested meanings behind text events. For example, Shakespeare might have journaled, “When I had Hamlet not kill Claudius, I was hoping the audience would see that…” These implications are authentic portrayals of what the author thinks occurs not only while the reader is reading the plot, but also after the reader sets the text down.

· Authentic language is used that sincerely and clearly expresses the author’s tone, mood and persona. Words in the journal could be actual words from the author’s text. The entry’s language usage accurately projects the images and sentiments that the author intended in words that the author would actually use in a journal. 
· Supplements are included that additionally contribute to the journal’s authenticity: a doodle/drawing the author made while journaling, actual water marks from tears, verbatim quotes from the actual text that the author is proud of, rips in the paper when the author got angry, etc.     
· Formatting is clear and authentic. Entry is constructed like a journal with an appropriate, accurate date and time. Each entry has its own creative title. 

My Score = shaded

Foster Score = blue pen circles 

	Common Core Standard
	              4.0
	              3.0
	            2.0
	                 1.0

	Summarize and infer while

reading with text evidence
CCS Reading 1
	Strong description of text events, mature inferences, and abundant, specific evidence.
	Clear representation of text events, inferences are made, and texts evidence is present.
	Partial representation of text events, few or no inferences, and some text evidence that might be vague.
	Insufficient and/or inaccurate representation of text events, no inferences and/or text evidence.

	Analyze characters 

throughout a text
CCS Reading #3
	Mature, insightful 

description of the 

author’s thoughts, 

actions and words both in 

& out of the actual plot. 
	Clear, obvious
description of the 

author’s thoughts, 

actions and words both in 

& out of the actual plot.
	Partially insightful
description of the 

author’s thoughts, 

actions or words in or
& out of the actual plot.
	Zero and/ or inaccurate
description of the 

author’s thoughts, 

actions or words in or out 

of the actual plot of the text.

	Assess how point of view

affects a text
CCS Reading #6
	Deep, insightful use of 

point of view with 

authentic language that 

convinces audience of 

the author’s thoughts.
	Clear, obvious use of 

point of view with 

convincing language that 

shows audience the 

author’s thoughts.
	Partially insightful use 

of point of view with 

somewhat authentic 

language indicates the

author’s thoughts.
	Zero and/or inaccurate use of 

point of view with language 

that confuses and/or misleads 
the audience about the 
author’s thoughts.

	Read independently and 

engage in the text
CCS Reading #10
	Strong, mature supplementals that authenticate student’s reading out of class.
	Clear, obvious supplementals that prove student’s reading out of class.
	Partial, incomplete supplementals that hint at student’s reading out of class.
	Zero and/or inaccurate supplementals that don’t demonstrate student’s reading out of class.

	Produce writing that is appropriate/effective

CCS Writing #4
	Text is an authentic 

journal that thoroughly 
addresses the topic & 

connects to the audience.
	Text is a accurate journal 

that addresses the topic & 

works for the intended 

audience.
	Text is a journal that 

partially addresses the 

topic & partially works 

for the audience.
	Text is not a journal and/

or doesn’t address the topic 

and/or doesn’t fit the 

intended audience.

	Effective Word Choice
CCS Language #3
	Artistic & accurate 

diction by using 

specific, mature words
	Satisfactory & consistent

diction by using 

specific words
	Inconsistent
diction by using 

vague words 
	Poor diction by using 

inaccurate, immature, 

and/or weak words


Holistic 4.0 Description
The journal entry fully illuminates the author’s perspective on the events and your author’s metacognitive thoughts during events from the text; these are events are put into context of how they affect the reader while reading and long term effects as well. The entry provides meaningful interaction between the author and the reader based on inferences you make from the text. It also includes your author’s reflections on the major issues and themes and demonstrates how that author’s personal beliefs influence his or her reactions. The entry shows how your author’s passes judgment on his/her work. The language used is authentic and sounds like dialogue written by the author. The format is clear and creative. Multiple supplements enhance the entry’s impact on the reader. [image: image1.jpg]



