ENG 319/Brockman

Final Exam Presentation – April 17 & 24, May 1
No doubt about it.  One of the more stressful aspects of teaching writing is assigning grades, and the ENG 319 exam is designed to boost confidence—and, in turn, reduce stress—in this area.  The exam will provide you with the opportunity to conduct close readings of and assign grades for FIVE sets of anonymous student essays across grades, genres, and ability levels; and then you’ll have the opportunity to compare your “readings” and grades with those of classmates and an in-service teacher.  
STEPS FOR SUCCESS

Step A:  Getting Ready 

1. The class divides into groups of approximately five people for a total of five groups.
2. By January 31, each ENG 319 student contacts one current teacher (mid-tier teachers excluded) and requests a copy of four graded essays representing these grades:  A, B, C, D/F.  In addition, request any supporting material, such as written guidelines or scoring rubrics.  In making this request, be accommodating.  For example, if the teacher doesn’t have access to a “C” paper, s/he may submit two “B” essays or only three essays (A, B, D/F).    
3. By April 1, each group selects only one teacher’s materials and then prepares a packet comprised of (A) a cover page identifying group members, student age group, and their course, (B) the four essays retyped with any identifying feature/assigned grade removed, and (C) any supporting materials (especially assignment sheet, scoring rubric).  Presentation dates are selected and posted on Bb.
4. Each group submits its packet AS ONE COMPUTER FILE to Dr. Brockman no later than one week before the presentation date, and she will post it on Bb.

Step B:
Planning the Presentation

1. In preparation for each presentation, classmates read packets ahead of time and grade each paper (unless otherwise directed, assume that there is one “A,” “B,” “C,” and “D/E.”). 

2. Each group plans a 45-minute session in which classmates (A) are provided with classroom/teacher context, (b) critique the writing assignment/supporting materials (without teacher bashing!), (C) analyze/discuss the four papers** at both the global & sentence levels and using both “formative” & “summative” comments), and  (D) participate in a grade calibration exercise.   The grade calibration exercise allows 319 students to compare anonymously how they graded the four papers with the way that their classmates and even the actual teacher graded the papers—and then discuss the similarities and differences.  
3. Everyone receives a typed evaluation letter on department letterhead suitable for inclusion in a teaching portfolio.

Most ENG 319 students say that the exam is one of the more useful and rewarding experiences at CMU, and most English Educators would characterize the exam as learning experience.  However, the unique format of the exam also helps to solidify and assess nearly every teaching concept introduced in the class.

**Key Concept – Be sure to lead the discussion of EACH piece of writing by addressing these questions:  Did the student answer or attempt to answer the prompt?  What is his/her overall purpose?  How would you summarize the entire piece of writing?  Also (and as Bacon suggests), then consider continuing with global considerations before isolated or random word- and/or sentence-level issues.  
