Comma Drama

Never use a comma unless you know why you are using it. “When in doubt, leave it out.” Here are a few times to use a comma, most of them you already know.

1) Modifying phrases, also called transitional or introductory phrases, are commonly repeated phrases that allow for smooth reading. Modifying phrases make our writing flow by connecting ideas clearly. All students have seen them frequently in literature. Most students use modifying phrases on a regular basis. ALL MODIFYING PHRASES ARE FOLLOWED BY A COMMA. The following is a list of common modifying phrases: First, Second, Third, Also, Next, Lastly, However, Although, As a result, In addition, Specifically, Finally, In conclusion, In summary, Moreover, In contrast, In comparison, With this in mind, For example, Therefore, Consequently, Contrarily, 
2) After longer phrases that start sentences that basically function like modifying phrases. These phrases usually begin with key words to help you identify them. Examples:
a. If commas are cool, I am like ice.

b. While I like ice cream, pudding is my favorite.

c. When I was younger, I use to eat dirt.

d. Even though you are bald, I still love you.

e. Despite the fact that Iraq is in trouble, its citizens are still human.

f. Because of the Martian invasion, everyone now has three eyes.
g. Instead of throwing snowballs, build a snow fort. 

h. Once you get the hang of it, MMA is pretty simple.

2) Conjunctions are small words that connect “words and phrases and clauses.” They are: and/or/so/but. When a conjunction occurs in a sentence and there are two complete sentences (noun/verb or subject/predicate) on either side of it, a comma goes before the conjunction. If there is a sentence fragment on either side of the conjunction, no comma is needed. Examples:
a. I would have eaten, but I was already full.

b. Cars are nice, but I prefer a truck.

c. Math and science are useful, and English is useful as well.

d. Either Mr. Hundey is a hippie, or Mr. Gray is one.

e. All of the streets are paved but one.

f. I enjoy eating ice cream and pudding.

3) After prepositions (usually preposition phrases) that start sentences that basically function like modifying phrases. I listed all the prepositions below. Here are some sentences that begin with prepositional phrases and have commas used correctly:

a. Through self-reflection, I have discovered the key to happiness.

b. Within the first chapter, the protagonist faced conflict.

c. Off the top of my head, I can think of 20 prepositions. 

Prepositions

aboard about above across after against along amid among anti around as at before behind below beneath beside besides between beyond but by concerning considering despite down during except excepting excluding following for from in inside into like minus near of off on onto opposite outside over past per plus regarding round save since than through to toward towards under underneath unlike until up upon versus via with within without.
Write a few sentences that demonstrate your knowledge of these comma drama rules and find these errors in your writing assignment and fix them.
