Commonly Confused Words
1) Effect/Affect

-Many times in your education you have done “Cause and Effect” assignments. An effect is a noun, a thing, something that is a result of something else. For example, “Mr. Foster being stressed out is an effect of students not turning in assignments.”

-“Affect is an Action.” What does this mean really? It means that if you want to say that something is affected by something else, use affect. In other words, affect is a verb, an action word, it does something, it performs a service. For example, “The amount of student off-task chatter, affects Mr. Foster’s tension level.” 

Summative example: “Lack of students turning in assignments and surplus of student off-task chatter affects Mr. Foster’s attitude and creates a souring effect in class.”

2) Its/It’s

-In all your education, you learned that an [’s] signifies a possessive, such as “the boy’s ball” or “Mr. Foster’s frustration.” However, when we discuss its/it’s, you can forget that rule.

-Its show a possessive. Its indicates that something owns something else. Its is used when you want to say that “it” is in possession of something. For example, “The dog’s tail is black. Its tail is also furry.” In this example, the it (the dog) owns the tail, it has possession of the tail, so we use its.

-It’s is used when you want to say, “It is.” It’s is used when you want a contraction between the words “it” and “is.” For example, “It’s raining outside.” In this example, the sentence is saying, “It is raining outside,” but instead of saying “it is,” the sentence uses the contraction it’s.

Summative example: “When the dog wags its tail, it’s very happy.”
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3) Then/than

-Then is used to show comparisons with respect to time. Then is used in temporal instances. Then is used when listing chronological events that happened over a period of time. For example, “I came into class, then I whistled.”

-Than is used to show comparison of value. Than is used in quantitative instances. Than is used then you are saying that something is different than something based on a characteristic of one of the items. For example, “My junior classes are better than my sophomore classes.”

Summative example: “Teaching then learning is easier than learning then teaching.” 

4)  Your/You’re

-Your is used to show possession of something. Your is used when a writer wants to express the idea that something belongs to “you.” For example, “Your boat is sinking.” Or “I think this is yours.”

-You’re is a contraction between the words “you” and “are.” Whenever you’re is written, it means the same thing as you and are. For example, “You are crazy.” = “You’re crazy.”

Summative example: “When you’re tired, close your eyes.”
5)  There/Their/They’re
-There indicates a place or acts as an indicating word. There is the most commonly used of this pair. For example, “There are five apples over there.”

-Their is used to show possession. Their is used when a writer wants to express the idea that “they” own something. For example, “Is that their car?” or “Their boat is sinking.” 

-“When they’re happy, their smiles show from here to there.” 

6) Where/Were
-Where asks about location or direction. It is a question word. “Where have all my marbles gone?”

-Were is a past tense “be” verb. It describes that more than one person where doing something. “They were looking for their marbles.”

Summative example: “Where were you going?”

7) To/Too/Two

-To specifies or indicates direction, usually. It is the most common to. “Are you going to the mall today?”

-Too means an over abundance of something. An easy way to remember this is that there are too many of the letter o in the word too. This too can also mean also. “There are too many chefs in the kitchen.” Or “Mr. Hundey is scrawny too.”

-Two indicates the number 2. “There are two reasons why I am crazy.”

Summative example: “Two trucks drove to the game and that is too many.”
8) Are/Our


-Are is a verb that means “you/they be.” “They are cool.” “Are you crazy?”

-Our is a pronoun that claims that “we” own something. “That is our problem.”

Summative example: “Are you going to our house?” 

Practice:

At the bottom of this page, write a paragraph about a topic of your choosing that shows correct usage of each of the previously mentioned words. If you are struggling for a topic to write about, possible topics are: why Mr. Hundey is weird, your plans for the weekend, the price of tea in China, a creative explanation of why the sky is blue, or explain the quote, “Life is not good or bad; it just is.”

