What in the name of Obi Wan Kenobe is diction?
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hzgzim5m7oU&feature=player_detailpage
Diction is word choice. It describes the way authors (including you) select specific words. It is choosing the most accurate words for your context in order to determine a more appropriate message for your audience. Powerful, potent diction more precisely expresses your message.

Aspects of Diction
Instead of “aspects,” it could have said, parts, levels, components, views, modes or mediums. THAT is diction: CHOOSING your words for a specific purpose. 

1) Formal: “High” diction, elegant words, many times polysyllabic, educated, and sophisticated. At times, readers “notice” specific words and pause at their beauty. For example, “It is I.” This is the stained glass window of English.
2) Neutral: “Middle” diction, ordinary, everyday, standard, uses contractions, not beyond usual conversation, words do not draw attention to themselves, but simply help focus the reader on the topic. For example, “It’s me.” This is the clear glass window of English.
3) Informal: “Low” diction, colloquial, relaxed, common, slang, swear words, appropriate for emails/journaling/notes/dialogue in stories. For example, “‘Sattnin?! Gray-dawg inna howss!!” This is the holey porch screen of English. 
The weakest use of diction is using incredibly vague words such as, “good” or “bad.” Using the same over-used word to mean the same thing is a poor use of diction. For example, both pumpkin pie and getting all A’s can be “good.” Pumpkin pie can also be creamy, delicious and tangy; however, getting all A’s is not creamy, delicious or tangy, so why would you use the same word to describe both? Instead, pumpkin pie is luscious, enthralling or delectable while high grades are invigorating, fulfilling and rewarding. Additionally, both war and poor grades can be described as “bad.” However, getting poor grades usually doesn’t lead to death, destruction and disease.

Other meaningless, vague words include:

Wonderful

terrific

awesome

excellent
fantastic

Horrible

great

cool


stuff

tremendous

	Concrete
	Abstract

	Physical, tangible, touchable
	Imaginary, ideas, thoughts

	Dog
	Obedience

	Declaration of Independence
	Independence

	Wife
	Miracle


	Denotation or literal meaning 
	Connotation or figurative meaning

	What it means, dictionary definition
	What it implies, “between the lines”

	Dog = Canine animal
	Dog = Buddy, pal, chief

	Hot = Warm, high temperature
	Hot = physically attractive

	Old = Experience, not new, long existence
	Old = weak, not useful, close to the end


Syntax

Sentence structure. This is like the “diction of a sentence.”

This is influenced by number of many items in a sentence: total words, polysyllabic words, verbs/adjectives/adverbs/prepositions and times an author starts a sentence with the same grammatical structure. Try counting yours, or an author’s. It will help determine writing styles. Like diction, varied syntax is most effective. In this way, syntax is the rhythm or “music” of writing; view http://busyteacher.org/8131-language-is-music.html to make this clear. 
“In 1927, coloreds asked fewer questions than they do now.”

What does the word choice (diction) of “coloreds” suggest to you? What if the phrase “African Americans” or “black people” was used?

“You are beautiful”…“Your beauty is beyond compare”… “The sun’s blazing heat is a mere warmth when compared to the radiance of your essence.”
Diction can help you more effectively achieve your goals. How do these three phrases differ? How do they vary in their effectiveness? How do you know? 
“My name is Adeline. I like softball. I enjoy all sports. I have a big family, which I love dearly. I am a fan of NASCAR as well. I don’t like Indy racing. I am a girl.”

Intelligently discuss the syntax of this passage with your partner. How is it ineffective? How old is Adeline, and how do you know? How can the syntax be changed to exude a more captivating passage?

Practice

This page, including your thoughtful answers to the previous three questions on this page,  and your answers to Practice #1 and #2 below will be turned in on __________________.

1) Find five sentences in your writing that can be made stronger through the use of powerful diction. Write each “old” sentence on a new sheet of paper and create a “new” sentence that contains a more effective use of diction. Underline the changes in diction. Follow the following example:
Old: It was a good game.

New: The game was invigorating and it gave me a fulfilling sense of accomplishment when we won
2) Find five more sentences from another author(s) [probably from the book we are reading now] that exemplify powerful diction. The author(s) can be from strong literature, internet news articles or your intelligent classmates. Record these potent sentences and provide an explanation as to why each sentence is an example of effective diction. Follow the poignant example below. Right now, circle three adjectives that I used in this paragraph (#2 assignment description) that are more useful examples of “good.”
“Throughout the tumultuous day, the teacher subdued his rage that was incited by the constant repetition of the same student mistakes.” = This sentence has strong diction with three words: tumultuous, subdued and incited. I had to look those words up and found out that tumultuous means loud and noisy, like a riot. Incited also usually relates to people starting a riot and subdued means to calm down. So instead of saying “The teacher had to clam down,” the author used specific words that relate to a riot in order to more accurately express his message. 
More Practice

1) Make a graphic organizer that has an adjective in the center and students write similar words of same part of speech and different parts of speech around it, then explain choices on back

2) As a class, students generate different synonyms for a simple word like “hot”. Then (if 6 synonyms were created) the 6 students have to stand in a line of increasing degree of severity of “hot”

3) Several pictures are posted around the room. Students have to come up with varying degrees of words to describe them: one, two, three, 25, mad lib, etc. 
“Good” Things

Pumpkin Pie

winning

sunny days

make-up

Smooching

high grades

cheese


clay

Red (color)

the pope

succeeding

pudding

Thunderstorms
clean air

parades


writing

Hot showers

cold showers

sweaters

parents

Holey jeans

holy genes

mothers

friends

Roller coasters

lollipops

chivalry

shopping

Summer School
loud music

swimming

50 Cent
Being barefoot

sleeping

happiness

beauty

Intelligence

velvet


ice cream

movies

“Bad” Things

Baked Beans

whining

cloudy days
being late

Being alone

poor grades

rotten cheese
Satan

Osama Bin Laden 
Plaid


failing

broccoli

Thunderstorms
pollution

being alone
writing

Cold showers

parents


enemies
math

Heights

shopping

loud music
poverty

movies


ignorance

beer




