Directions: For each numbered example, change the diction of the sentence. Make each sentence more potent, more specific, and more accurate. Paint a more vivid picture. Focus on verbs and adjectives. Feel free to add or delete phrases, clauses and words. 
Example:
Old: It was a good game.

New: The game was invigorating and it gave me a fulfilling sense of accomplishment when we won.

1) The author created a sad tone.
2) The things in the forest grew quickly. 

3) Making movies if fun.

4) German is my favorite language because it is interesting.

5) Even though he said it, he really didn’t mean it.

6) There are a lot of people in the room.

7) My mom got angry after I broke the vase.

8) Mr. Obama’s speech ran very long.
9) The hawk represented a hero.

10) The dark imagery was shown by the dark words that expressed a dark attitude and tone, in darkness…dark.
Diction Practice: List as many words as you can that are synonyms for the following words. Be sure to match the synonyms according to parts of speech
Angry

long


sad


happy

Small

important

text


author

Reader

theme


character

detail
Protagonist
conflict


difficulty

poor

Syntax Practice: Now that you know diction, look at the “diction” of your sentences: how long are they, what order are the parts of speech in, are your sentences predictable. Review your last writing assignment. Choose one paragraph that you wrote. For each sentence, count the words in it and label the transitional phrase, subject and predicate. Present this information in an “easy to understand” format. 

