(Honors) English 11 Composition Syllabus

Mr. Foster

In this course, we will be reading Lord of the Flies by William Golding, Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins, Life of Pi by Yann Martel and multiple supplemental texts as we discuss the class theme of “Understanding Human Nature: Coping with Crisis, Chaos, and Change.” After completion of a trimester of (honors) English 11 Composition, a successful English student will be able to…
1) Incorporate research into arguments to argue a particular point of view and use MLA documentation to cite this research using in-text citations and a Works Cited page. 
2) Improve authorship through various writing practices: review of English 9 and 10 concepts, appositives, sentence fragments and run-ons, possessive 'S, parts of speech, subject-predicate, commonly confused words (there, its, etc.), subject-verb agreement, prepositional phrases, transitions, diction, syntax, compound sentences, tense and person agreement, colon, semi-colon, dashes, etc. 
3) Present information using a variety of modes and technology: PowerPoint, blogs, web pages, Photostory, podcasting, Windows Movie Maker, formal letters, travel brochures, newspaper articles, obituaries, eulogies, college applications, college entrance essays, etc.
4) Effectively use reading strategies to access texts, use said texts to construct a meaningful response to a central theme and analyze specific literary elements: all elements learned in English 9 and 10, symbolism, allegory, allusions, author’s focus/purpose/intent. 
Throughout the trimester, students will engage in activities that address all of the Michigan Department of Education’s curriculum requirements. This information can be found at http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ELA11-14open1_142201_7.pdf More specifically, we will address the Common Core Curriculum found at http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards 
Grading
1) This class will use a points-based grading system. Each assignment will be worth different points based on the amount of work required to do each assignment. 

Different amounts of points will come from different kinds of assignment. This scale insists that students need to excel in both daily work and large projects to succeed. As an approximation, the points for this course will be distributed in the following manner:
a. Formal Assessments = 25%

b. Essays = 25%

c. Daily work = 50%
2) Daily work will be graded and returned no later than one calendar week after the day it is turned in. Essays and projects will be graded and returned no later than two calendar weeks after they are turned in.
3) While smaller individual assignments vary per trimester, major ideas and projects are listed on the week by week plan. In most classes, there are about 700 points per 12 week trimester. Extra credit is only awarded for stellar, superb work on course assignments. Therefore, if a student doesn’t complete the 80 point research project in week two of the course, 12% of their final grade will be gone forever. 
· Multiple assignments and projects will require students to have access to various computer programs and the Internet.

· Students are highly encouraged to have a flash drive for easy transport and saving of work started in class and then completed at home.

· Students who do not pass this class will have their schedules changed for the next trimester to include this class. In other words, if a student failed this class and was supposed to have physical education the following trimester, he/she will be pulled from that P.E. class and placed in English 11 Composition. 
Weekly Outline of (Honors) English 11 Composition
Week One

Syllabus, Writing Minutes, Hunger Games character journals due week 2 & 4---READ Better due week six, Lord of the Flies Vocabulary Part One, Bomb Shelter Activity, Personal Narrative: Identify a time when you encountered chaos and a new order was formed, Lord of the Flies vocabulary. 
Week Two

Writing Minutes, Vocabulary Practice, Stanford Prison Experiment, Lord of the Flies tribe competition split, Begin Research Paper: Meaningful Law to Change, first Hunger Games character journal due, ACT reading practice in class.  
Week Three

Writing Minutes, Vocabulary Practice, Finish Research Paper with Peer Revision, second Hunger Games character journal due, Andrei Codrescu article, literal vs. figurative review for symbols in Lord of the Flies, Lord of the Flies chapter one. 
Week Four

Writing Minutes, Vocabulary Practice, Grammar practice and Research Paper Revisions, Lord of the Flies chapters two and three: formal essay assessment of reading comprehension, college application process, ACT grammar practice in class.
Post Chapter 3 Lord of the Flies essay 
· Based on his characterization, what does the reader learn about Piggy’s character? What does Piggy as a character symbolize figuratively? What figurative function does Piggy serve in the text? How does Piggy’s attitude differ from the rest of the boys and why? Predict this character’s final significance in the text. 
· The conch shell plays a vital role literally and figuratively in the text. What was the object’s primary literal purpose? What does the object stand for figuratively? Why did Golding include this object in the novel? Predict the shell’s final significance in the text. 
· The Beast plays a vital role literally and figuratively in the text. How has the myth of this “character” been generated? What does the “character” represent figuratively? Why did Golding include this “character” in the novel? Predict the Beast’s final significance in the text. 
Week Five

Writing Minutes, Vocabulary Practice, Lord of the Flies chapter four: write an essay assignment like chapter three’s assignment and partner completes it. Body Percentage Graphic Organizer, Margaret Wheatley article: CPS “click and read”, ACT reading practice online.
Week Six

Writing Minutes, Vocabulary Quiz & new vocabulary words from Lord of the Flies, Hunger Games READ better due, Persuasive Speech about Hunger Games “Should someone read it?” Lord of the Flies chapters five and six with reading quizzes, Life of Pi character journals due weeks 8 &10---READ Better due week 12. 
Week Seven

Writing Minutes, Vocabulary Practice, Lord of the Flies chapters seven and eight with metacognitive charts, college application essay, ACT reading practice in class with clickers. 
Week Eight

Writing Minutes, Vocabulary Practice, Lord of the Flies chapters nine and ten with reading quizzes, first Life of Pi character journal due, Katrina articles and 9/11 interaction. 
Lord of the Flies Travel Brochure

· News article or story about the boys’ rescue and return to England; 
· Include mock interviews with the boys providing different perspectives.
Week Nine

Writing Minutes, Vocabulary Practice, Lord of the Flies chapter eleven with in-class persuasive essay, college application and essay for Lord of the Flies character, ACT practice online essays, review and discuss Life of Pi chaos. 
Week Ten

Writing Minutes, Vocabulary Practice, second Life of Pi character journal due Obituaries/eulogies for Lord of the Flies characters, Lord of the Flies chapter twelve with bomb shelter review through a  character’s point of view, Body Percentage Graphic Organizer review, Expository speech about Golding’s theme and its application to students’ lives, ACT grammar practice in class with clickers. 
Week Eleven

Writing Minutes, Vocabulary Quiz, William Golding Biographical Article, Lord of the Flies survey, ACT practice grammar practice in class with clickers. 
Lord of the Flies essay 

· Who is a better suited to lead: Ralph or Jack? 

· What figurative function does the lord of the flies serve in the text? 

· What importance does it serve to have them all boys, British, and no adults?

· Why is it important that both the Beast and Mulberry face are “missing”?

· Specifics: in class, hand-written, double-spaced, three MLA formatted in-text citations, graded with literary analysis rubric

Week 12 and 13
“Human Nature Evolution of Thoughts” digital media project, Life of Pi READ Better due, Lord of the Flies Jeopardy/Family Feud/Bomb Shleter, Final Lord of the Flies essay = putting the text in context of the essential questions, compile and professionalize writing portfolio by reflecting on two pieces of unit writing that represent best effort, growth in language fluency, reading complexity and modes of discourse, peer revision and critique of portfolios.
Lord of the Flies Final Essay 

Consider the following quote, “When chaos erupts, it not only destroys the current structure, it also creates the conditions for new order to emerge.” Explain how this quotation applies to Lord of the Flies, Hunger Games, Life of Pi, real situations like Katrina & 9/11, and/or a situation in your own life.[image: image1.jpg]



