Teacher Cadet

Final Exam Project

Individually, you can choose between the following two options. These options were created to serve two functions: to accurately asses you on everything we have covered this trimester and to best meet the needs of two kinds of students in class-those who definitely want to be teachers and those who are still unsure. 

Option #1: For those students who certainly want to pursue the most noble of professions, you will be asked to teach a lesson to the class by yourself. You will need to prepare a UDL lesson plan and meet with Mr. Foster individually before teaching the lesson. The lesson should be no more than 20 minutes. This lesson will be graded using the teaching rubric on our website. This lesson can cover a topic of your choosing as long as fulfills the following requirements. 

1) The lesson is an “informative” lesson, not a “how to” lesson. It “covers material” and does “coach a task.” This is not a “how to make a PBJ samich” lesson; it’s a “What is MMA?” lesson

2) The topic is relatively “new” to the students. Poor topics would be “Hamlet” or “semi-colons” or “the differences between plant and animal cells,” as most students are familiar with these topics. Strong topics might include “how teacher unions work” or “election primaries vs. election caucuses” or any other topic with which students are not entirely familiar. 

3) Topics are appropriate for school. Avoid lewd or offensive material. 

4) Ideally, but not necessarily, topics address a concept in teaching that we did not cover throughout the trimester. Or, perhaps consult the Common Core Standards for high school and teach a few of them in a lesson.   

Option #2: For those students who are still unsure about pursuing a teacher career, you will be asked to create a profile of a “Mr. Happy” teacher. You will need to compile a comprehensive picture of the characteristics of this ideal teacher. In this profile, you will have to incorporate how “Mr. Happy” addresses:

1) Insights you gained from your observations: closed/open questions, gender awareness, teacher movement, multiple intelligences, activity variance, etc.    
2) Any new insights (that weren’t explicitly discussed in a formal observation) you have learned from observing your high school and elementary teacher. 

3) Any new insights you learned from teaching lessons in class. Consult the teaching rubric (preferably a graded one from one of your lessons) for these items. 

4) Any and all of the topics that we have covered in class with respect to teaching

a. Classroom management-Love and Logic

b. Principal questions

c. Mrs. Sad chart

d. Other activities. 

You have a diverse range of choice to make this profile a reality:
1) Full complete facebook page for Mr. Happy (individual)
2) Class website for Mr. Happy (individual)
3) Create a resume for and video tape an interview with Mr. Happy (group of no more than 3)
4) A day in the life movie of Mr. Happy (group or individual) 

5) Podcast fake interview with Mr. Happy (individual) 

