The Scarlet Letter

Final Project

Choose one of the following projects. Each student needs to complete a project. However, when necessary, you can use other students as portions of your project. Be sure to directly reference events from the text to support your ideas. Your rubric is on the back of this page. 
1) In a dramatic format, rewrite the scene in the forest (chapters 16-18) between Dimmesdale and Hester, using modern, American language. Use both stage directions and dialogue in your script. In order to earn a 4/4, act out the script, record it and bring it in for the class to watch.

2) Write a description of Pearl’s future after the novel ends. This can be done as a formal essay or as a creative story. Be sure to answer the following questions in your description: Does she marry? Have a family? What is her life like? Does she behave like her mother did? Be sure your plot choices are consistent with what you know about Pearl and the events at the end of the novel. In order to earn a 4/4, record Pearl’s video blog to play for the class. 
3) Create a web site for The Scarlet Letter with key principle areas: the author’s background, setting, characters, symbols, and theme of the novel. Be sure to list events from the text under each heading that prove your claim about each heading. In order to earn a 4/4, create a survey and/or blog on your website that the class can complete. 
4) Create a collage that shows the relationships of the characters in the story. Find pictures that portray the characters, the ideas they represent and the relationship between them all. The collage should also highlight at least three major symbols from the text. A written explanation/analysis of the images needs to accompany the collage. In order to earn a 4/4, create this collage digitally with Photostory, moviemaker or an equivalent program-media element should enhance your message. 
5) Either in a sculpture, graphic design, a picture, or painting, describe Chillingworth’s “revenge.” Why does he choose to torture Dimmesdale and Hester when he could simply reveal that he is Hester’s husband? What does this imply about justice? About evil? Is Hester and Dimmesdale’s deed responsible for Chillingworth’s transformation into a malevolent being? A written explanation/analysis needs to accompany your artwork. In order to earn a 4/4, prepare a presentation for the class that explains your piece. 
6) One consequence of sin in The Scarlet Letter is that the sinner acquires the ability to sense or recognize the sins of others. For example, in Chapter 5, Hester realizes that the scarlet letter she wears gives her “a sympathetic knowledge of the hidden sins in other hearts.”  Either in a formal essay or thoroughly explained and well-organized chart, show how the same kind of insight is possessed by Chillingworth, Dimmesdale, and Mistress Hibbens. In order to earn a 4/4, compile this information into an interactive website. 
7) Either in a formal essay or thoroughly explained and well-organized chart, explain the significances of the three scaffold scenes. Why are the three scaffold scenes so important? Describe what happens in each of them, and why the events were so important to the story. For example, in the third scaffold scene, it is said that Dimmesdale regains his soul, Pearl gains her humanity, Chillingworth loses his victim, and Hester loses her dreams. Explain what this means for each of the characters. In order to earn a 4/4, compile this information into an interactive website.
8) Throughout America’s history, there have always been laws that regulated citizens’ personal behavior. Among the Puritans of the 18th century, for example, adultery was a serious crime, as The Scarlet Letter makes clear. Today we have laws forcing motorcycle riders to wear helmets, laws that make suicide illegal, and laws against speeding on an empty highway, among many others. In a thoroughly explained, formal language, third person essay, explain answers to the following questions: Where should society draw the line between personal and political actions? Should society have the right to tell you how to behave on your own time? Why or why not? In order to earn a 4/4, compile this information into an interactive website or video blog to present to the class. 
	Learning Targets
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Voice

Does the essay sounds like it is uniquely yours? Are you an author or a “formula filler”? 
	* The personality of the writer is evident in the writing.

* The writer’s humor, balance of colloquialism and professionalism and/or use of allusions & anecdotes bring the essay to life. 

* The tone is appropriate and consistently controlled.

* The overall effect is

individualistic, expressive,

and engaging.
	* Personality, confidence and feeling are expressed

throughout the writing.

* A commitment to the topic is obvious.

* The writer connects to the audience and clearly

indicates a purpose for the

writing.

* The tone is sincere,

pleasant and generally

appropriate.

* The writing evokes emotion in the reader.
	* Personality, confidence, and feeling weave in and

out of the writing.

* Commitment to the topic is limited.

* Connection to the

audience and purpose for

the writing are unclear.

* The tone is generally

appropriate.

* The writing evokes some emotion in the reader.
	* The writing lacks

commitment to the topic.

* Connection to the audience and purpose for the writing are unclear.

* The tone is flat or

inappropriate.

* The writing evokes little

emotion in the reader.

*It is unclear that the essay is uniquely a product of the author. 

	Depict and Cite Text Evidence 

CCS Reading 1, 2, 3
	I can make a text’s meaning abundantly clear through a thoughtful description of text events, mature inferences, and abundant, specific evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning appropriately clear through a description of text events, basic inferences, and satisfactory, clear evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning clear through a basic description of text events, some inferences, and evidence that may be lacking in abundance or quality.
	I struggle to make a text’s meaning clear through a description of text events, inferences, and evidence. My evidence is either lacking, superficial, and/or inaccurate. 

	Analyze Author’s Craft

CCS Reading 4, 5, 6
	I can make it abundantly clear how specific text features create meaning, were a direct intent of the author and enhance a text. 
	I can make it appropriately clear how specific text features create meaning, were an author’s choice and are an important part of a text.
	I can make it clear how text features influence meaning, were reflection of the author and are a part of a text.
	I struggle to make it clear how text features are evident, contribute to meaning and/or were tools used specifically by the author.

	Evaluate Text as a Whole

CCS Reading 7, 8, 9
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme abundantly clear. I can make mature, unpredictable connections between the text as a whole and the world around me 
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme appropriately clear. I can make logical, consistent connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I can make basic, accurate connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I struggle to make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I struggle to make connections between the text as a whole and the world around me that are helpful and/or accurate.

	Determine meaning of 

unknown words using 

context clues, word 

parts & parts of speech.
	I can insightfully 

explain all examples 

of unfamiliar words 

accurately
	I can plainly explain 

several examples of

unfamiliar words 

relatively accurately
	I can mention some 

examples of 

unfamiliar words 

somewhat accurately
	I can partially identify 

a few examples of

unfamiliar words 

with some inaccuracies



