Chapter Eight Essay
Prompt: The current tumult taking place on the island is one of great concern for the lives of the children. The chasm is manifested two specific sects of boys: those who are proponents of Ralph’s diplomatic rule and counteragents to the leader’s passive approach. Is Ralph a strong leader? Why or why not?  

Put prompt on screen and break it down as a class. This should be familiar after taking the Act and breaking down other persuasive prompts into three specific parts:
a. What the question is asking and your stance

b. Pro arguments from the prompt

c. Counter arguments from the prompt

Traditional approach if enough time left in the school year:

1) Students brainstorm as a class or individually to highlight specific arguments and text evidence for each argument

2) Students write each topic sentence on a new piece of paper at the top: pro #1, CA, rebuttal, pro #2  

3) On a new piece of paper, student put the labels “introduction” on the front and “conclusion” on the back . 

4) Students review the rubric with the teacher. 

5) Students have 30 minutes to write the entire essay, double spacing. They need to write this essay in the write order: intro, pro #1, CA, rebuttal, pro #2, conclusion 

6) After 30 minutes, students draw a line where they stopped

7) Students have 5 additional minutes to review their work to revise wording, amend ideas, improve diction/transitional phrases, etc.
8) Students grade themselves on the rubric and write a reflection about this process.
If not enough time left in the year:

1) Review and break down the prompt. 

2) Have kids go on Powerschool and/or learning targets log to see what areas they are lacking. Then, they use the prompt and write whatever you need to write to show me your proficiency in the learning targets that you want reassessed. Self grade on the rubric below ONLY the learning targets that you want graded.
3) Obviously you will have to take a stand and prove a position to show the learning targets. 

4) This is an optional formative and counted as “collected” or not in powerschool, but graded and given feedback according to the learning targets rubric rows that the student selects. 

Reading Standards
	LEARNING TARGET
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Determine main 

ideas,  supporting 

details, theme/

thesis, and how they 

are related
	I can insightfully 

explain the author’s 

“big picture” and 

specifics accurately 
beyond teacher’s 
expectations.
	I can plainly explain 

the author’s “big 

picture”  and specifics
relatively accurately and consistently.
	I can just mention the 

author’s “big picture”  & 
specifics somewhat 

accurately and somewhat 
consistently.
	I struggle to identify  

author’s “big picture”  &
 specifics. I have some 

inaccuracies and/or need

teacher assistance.

	Common Core Standards:
	Fiction Reading: R1, R2, R3, R10    Informational Reading: R1, R2, R3, R10

	Determine the author’s craft of narratives, informational and persuasive texts
	I can insightfully 

explain all examples 

of author’s craft 

accurately beyond 

teacher’s expectations.
	I can plainly explain 

several examples of

author’s craft relatively accurately and consistently.
	I can mention some 
examples of author’s craft 

somewhat accurately and somewhat consistently.
	I struggle to identify examples 
of author’s craft.  I have 

some inaccuracies and/or 

need teacher assistance.

	Common Core Standards:
	Fiction Reading: R3, R5, R6

	Read texts independently

and make connections
	I can make strong, 
mature connections 
between the text, the 
world & the human 
experience beyond 
teacher’s expectations.
	I can make clear, obvious connections between the text, the world & the human experience  relatively accurately  and consistently.
	I can make partial, incomplete
connections between the text, 
the world & the human 
experience somewhat 
accurately and somewhat 
consistently.
	I struggle to make connections 
between the text, the world & 
the human experience. I have 

some inaccuracies and/or 

need teacher assistance. 

	Common Core Standards:
	Fiction Reading: R2, R7, R9        Informational Reading: R2, R7


Vocabulary Standards 

	LEARNING TARGET
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Determine meaning of 

unknown words using 

context clues, word 

parts & parts of speech
	I can insightfully 

describe explain 

all examples of 

unfamiliar words 

from a text accurately 

beyond teacher’s expectations.
	I can plainly explain 

several examples of

unfamiliar words 

relatively accurately and consistently.
	I can mention some 
examples of 

unfamiliar words 

somewhat accurately &

somewhat consistently.
	I can partially identify 

a few examples of

unfamiliar words 

with some inaccuracies & 
teacher assistance.

	Common Core Standards:
	Fiction Reading: R4 Informational Reading: R4 Language: L4, L6


Producing Standards

	LEARNING TARGET
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Produce writing that is 

appropriate, effective, 

accomplishes a task, 

complete, & addresses a 

specific audience
	I can show superb accuracy 
in addressing my audience.
My product goes beyond 
the requirements: pictures, 

video, nuance, etc. 
	I can show proficiency in 

addressing my audience. 
My product met all of the

requirements: chart, 

editing, citations, etc.
	I can only show partial 
accuracy in addressing my audience. I had weakness 
in a few of the 

requirements. 
	I had obvious inaccuracies

in addressing my audience.
I had weaknesses in 
multiple requirements. I require 

teacher assistance to do this. 

	Common Core Standards:
	Writing: W4, W5, W10

	Produce writing that 

follows convention: 

accurate grammar, 
punctuation, & mechanics
	I can display an advanced 

use of Standard American 

English grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I can display a sufficient 

control over Standard 

American English grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I can only display an 

inconsistent or partial 

control over grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I have multiple miscues 

in grammar, punctuation 

& mechanics; my errors 
distracted from meaning

	Common Core Standards:
	Writing: W1d, W2e Language: L1a, L1b, L2, L3

	Produce writing that expresses my ideas artistically: clear, precise diction & mature syntax 
	I can use artistic & 
accurate  authorship 
through specific, mature 
word choice and syntax.
	I can use satisfactory & 

consistent authorship by 
using specific words & 

syntax.
	I can only use 

inconsistent authorship 
by using vague words  and 
basic, predictable syntax.
	I can only use poor 
authorship by using 
inaccurate, immature, 
weak words & syntax.

	Common Core Standards:
	Writing: W1c, W2d Language: L6


Prompt: The current tumult taking place on the island is one of great concern for the lives of the children. The chasm is manifested two specific sects of boys: those who are proponents of Ralph’s diplomatic rule and counteragents to the leader’s passive approach. Is Ralph a strong leader? Why or why not?  

Write an appropriate response. Self-grade by shading in learning target boxes. Only shade in boxes of rows in which you want to be assessed. Shade one box ( you will only be assessed on that learning target. 
