Bomb Shelter Activity LOTF style
On the first evening that the boys landed on the island, they heard a mysterious air raid siren. They were prepared for this, as they were from a military school during WWII.  Immediately, 10 of the boys take cover and find a mysterious trap door. Behind this door is a bomb shelter. Shortly after they all enter the shelter, a terrific blast shakes the earth. An atomic bomb has fallen. For four hours, they get nothing but static on the satellite radio, then they hear this announcement, “A bomb of great magnitude has hit the island. Damage is extensive and radiation is intense. It is feared that everyone not in shelters are dead from the blast or from radiation. All people in shelters are warned that it will be fatal to leave until one month has passed. This may be the last message you hear for some ...” 

You are one of these 10 boys and you realize that you have 10 people in a shelter equipped with food, water and oxygen. This supply of necessary items will last these 10 people for only two weeks, OR it will last five people for the needed one month time period. Everyone agrees that you (since you found the shelter) will remain and that you must chose who is to stay in the shelter to live and who will be forced the leave the shelter and face certain death.


In making the decision, keep the following in mind: You must remain in the shelter; all the facts about the incident and the people are true and unchangeable; you must release five and keep four people; when choosing, you are making your decisions as if you are _____________________, so consider how he would choose, not necessarily how you personally would choose. Explain your choices on the back of this sheet. 
Biographical profiles of the ten boys
-Ralph, a rational, strong leader, is mature beyond his years. The others boys respect him and recognize his ability to take control and calm people down. Although he is rather cold and impersonal, he has already helped to settle an argument between two people and ease everyone’s nervousness. However, Ralph is single-minded; he struggles to value other people’s opinions and doesn’t change his mind easily.
-Roger was studying survival tactics while in military school. He is the strongest, most athletic boy in the bomb shelter. Roger certainly can handle the physical stress that a cramped shelter will bring. Unfortunately, he is very instinctive and just reacts to situations without thinking. He is primal and doesn’t think about his actions before he does them. If it feels good to Roger, he just does it. 

-Piggy is a culinary master. One of the things he did was appraise the food supply. His training has given him practical knowledge of how to ration food to avoid waste. He is an imaginative cook who can fix food appealingly. He is efficient to the point of being domineering and bossy. On the other hand, he has already been reprimanded for taking a candy bar from the food supply. Despite his understanding of the food, he fails to grasp the necessity of self-control.
-Percival is an innocent, caring young boy. Every boy in the shelter has an emotional attachment to him as a pseudo-brother. His smile warms the room. Despite this, every night away from his mother, Percival cries and whines incessantly. He has already had one hysterical sobbing fit.

-Simon is a spiritually gifted young boy and is easy going. His calmness, optimism and faith are an inspiration for the group. His presence is reassuring. He helped Percival restrain his tearful outburst. At this time, however, he revealed that he has learned to remain calm because he is a diabetic. He requires a special diet and becomes tired easily. Excitement causes him to faint; he has not had a diabetic seizure for two weeks.

-Jack is a brilliant boy who has been given top honors from the military academy for his research on atomic radiation. His scientific knowledge of the situation would be helpful, as experts believe he will be the next Einstein if he had more science experience. He is conniving, however. Jack has already told the boys Ralph is a poor leader, picked on Piggy, got in a fight with Roger and put Simon’s hand in water while Simon was napping. 

-Sam has a pleasant personality. However, he has been the most nervous and upset of the group. His temperamental, excitable mood is partially due to the fact that he has cancer and will die in 30 days if he doesn’t receive his chemo treatment.  Sam will not make it alive one day after being released from the shelter. 

-Eric is a masterful medical student and Sam’s twin brother. He has had two years of medical study, three years as a campus medical director, and has a close association with his father who is also a doctor. However, he refuses to stay without his twin brother, Sam. (You cannot keep Eric without keeping Sam). 

-Maurice has been studying acting at the military school, has read extensively, writes well, and is a very entertaining person to have in the room. . He has entertained and diverted the group by retelling one of the books he has recently read and making everyone laugh with his hilarious tales. He has six brothers and sisters and loving parents that survived in their own bomb shelter and that he will be reunited with if he stays in your shelter. He also has a very contagious, unknown rash.

-Henry has been studying mechanics at military school. He has already made significant mechanical improvements to the shelter. He has practical knowledge of air filtration systems, air purifiers, and oxygen supply. Henry is a homosexual.  

REMEMBER: When choosing, you are making your decisions as if you are _____________________, so consider how he would choose, not necessarily how you personally would choose. Explain your choices on the back of this sheet. 
In the space below, use standard American English to record whom you would keep in the shelter and whom you would send out to certain death.  After each selection, justify your response. In your rationale, be sure to link specific characteristics of the person to how he/she would benefit and/or harm your chances to “Make Order Out of Chaos.” Throughout all of your responses, be sure to use AND CIRCLE at least two vocabulary words used correctly. After completing the assignment, review the rubric below, be sure you addressed all items, and shade in the box that matches your performance. 

Survivors and how they affect “Making Order Out of Chaos”

Victims and how they affect “Making Order Out of Chaos”

	LEARNING TARGET
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Produce writing that is 

appropriate, effective, 

accomplishes a task, 

complete, & addresses a 

specific audience
	I can show superb accuracy 

in addressing my audience.

My product goes beyond 

the requirements: pictures, 

video, nuance, etc. 
	I can show proficiency in 

addressing my audience. 

My product met all of the

requirements: chart, 

editing, citations, etc.
	I can only show partial 

accuracy in addressing my audience. I had weakness 

in a few of the 

requirements. 
	I had obvious inaccuracies

in addressing my audience.

I had weaknesses in 

multiple requirements. I require 

teacher assistance to do this. 

	Produce writing that 

follows convention: 

accurate grammar, 

punctuation, & mechanics
	I can display an advanced 

use of Standard American 

English grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I can display a sufficient 

control over Standard 

American English grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I can only display an 

inconsistent or partial 

control over grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I have multiple miscues 

in grammar, punctuation 

& mechanics; my errors 
distracted from meaning


NAME:

	Determine meaning of 

unknown words using 

context clues, word 

parts & parts of speech
	I can insightfully 

describe explain 

all examples of 

unfamiliar words 

from a text accurately 

beyond teacher’s expectations.
	I can plainly explain 

several examples of

unfamiliar words 

relatively accurately and consistently.
	I can mention some 
examples of 

unfamiliar words 

somewhat accurately &

somewhat consistently.
	I can partially identify 

a few examples of

unfamiliar words 

with some inaccuracies & 

teacher assistance.


I don’t think it would be a problem as long as you did not phrase it as a positive and negative.  Let the kids decide what is positive or negative.  I used to do a similar activity, and the discussion would always hinge around the eventual need to repopulate which is where the practicality of homosexuality might become an issue. 



From: Foster, Aric 
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2010 9:29 AM
To: Jankowski, Phillip
Subject: Assignment
I wanted to run an assignment by you before I did it. I attached it. The first attachment I do at the beginning of the Lord of the Flies unit to introduce the essential questions of the unit. The second attachment I just made up to do at the end to get the kids to clearly connect the essential questions to the text. Every character has something “positive” and “negative” about them to more authentically address the motivations of the characters in the book and the essential questions. The only concern I had was what I have for Henry at the bottom. His “negative” is being a homosexual. At first, I thought it would be an important topic to discuss and hopefully dispel some homophobia. Now that I think about it, I am not sure how parents would react. What do you think?

