Diction and Syntax Formative Assessment-Peer Editing Personal Chaos Narrative
Directions: For each numbered example, change the diction of the sentence. Make each sentence more potent, more specific, and more accurate. Paint a more vivid picture. Focus on verbs and adjectives. Feel free to add or delete phrases, clauses and words. 
Example:
Old: It was a good game.

New: The game was invigorating and it gave me a fulfilling sense of accomplishment when we won.

1) My grandpa’s death was very sad.
2) The things that happened that day passed quickly. 

3) My sister’s cool bike went fast; it was a good thing.

4) There are a lot of people in the room.

5) My mom got angry after I broke the vase.

Repeat this same process with two sentences from your partner’s personal chaos narrative
Partner’s original sentence:

How I rewrote it to improve the diction of the sentence:

Partner’s original sentence:

How I rewrote it to improve the diction of the sentence:

List the specific words that you used in your narrative below

Weakest noun:






I changed it to:

Weakest verb:






I changed it to:

Weakest adjective: 





I changed it to:

Weakest adverb:





I changed it to:

Strongest adjective:





Strongest adverb:
Peer Editing Syntax Dissection

If diction is word choice, syntax is sentence choice. To show strong diction, use “effective” or “benevolent” rather than “good;” to show strong syntax, use a complex sentence, compound sentence, colons, semi-colons, dashes, appositives and varied transitions rather than writing monotonous, predictable, “noun-verb” sentences. 

	Sent. #
	Main noun (Subject)
	Change subject? Revision suggestion…
	Main verb

(Predicate)
	Change Predicate?

Revision suggestion…

	0
	I
	NO
	Ran
	Yes: galloped swiftly

	0
	My dad
	Yes: demon
	Hit
	Yes: smote

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	


Syntax Peer Revision

	Sent. #
	First four words in sentence
	Change beginning of sent.?

Revision suggestion…
	# words in sent.
	Revise sentence length? Y/N?

	0
	I went to the…
	Yes: While these thoughts raced through my mind, the car drove itself to…
	11
	Y

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	


Editor’s name:

Previous feedback on this learning target:

Grade your performance on this formative assessment on the rubric below
	LEARNING TARGET
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Produce writing that expresses my ideas artistically: clear, precise diction & mature syntax 
	I can use artistic & 

accurate  authorship 

through specific, mature 

word choice and syntax.
	I can use satisfactory & 

consistent authorship by 

using specific words & 

syntax.
	I can only use 

inconsistent authorship 

by using vague words  and 

basic, predictable syntax.
	I can only use poor 

authorship by using 

inaccurate, immature, 

weak words & syntax.


