Lesson Plans:

1) Read “To the Virgins” and discuss four CCR questions. Focus on so what. Do this with four geographical quadrants.
“To the Virgins” by Robert Herrick
Gather ye rose-buds while ye may,
    Old Time is still a-flying:
And this same flower that smiles to-day, To-morrow will be dying.

The glorious Lamp of Heaven, the Sun, The higher he's a-getting
The sooner will his race be run,
    And nearer he's to setting.

That age is best which is the first,
    When youth and blood are warmer:
But being spent, the worse, and worst
    Times, still succeed the former.

Then, be not coy, but use your time;
    And while ye may, go marry:
For having lost but once your prime,
    You may for ever tarry.

2) Ask what most poems on their muse opus are about. Are any of them so far “self-identity” poems?
3) Give the next two pages, printed back to back, and have them do it in class right now. During the last ten minutes of class, have them recite their poems and the class decides if it is about Antonio or the author. 
Here is an assignment that Mr. Foster used to assign.

Bless Me, Muse

After gathering inspiration from your Muse in a free format and after reading a few self-identity poems, your task is to now call upon your sage for an intended purpose. 
You need to construct two poems.

The first poem needs to address (not necessarily answer) the question “Who is Antonio?” In this poem, you need to be sure to incorporate plot events from the text, uncover/redefine Antonio’s cultural dichotomy (especially as they relate to his Chicano heritage), and include a few examples of code switching. Please review the Chicano poems that we read together for inspiration. Also, please use google translator (or an equivalent resource) and our list of Spanish words from the text to assist you with code-switching.

The second poem needs to address (not necessarily answer) the question “Who am I?” In this poem, you need to be sure to incorporate meaningful events from your life, uncover/redefine your identity, and include a few examples of moments and/or words from your life that only make sense to you. Please review your Muse Opus and “Me Text” work for inspiration. Also, please interview others about what they think makes you uniquely you for additional assistance and inspiration.

In addition, you need to make sure that you express the message of the first “Antonio” poem using at least one specific literary device. Also, you need to make sure you express the message of the second “Me” poem using at least one DIFFERENT, specific literary device. This will set up the next essay that we are going to write. ( 
Antonio Poem





Me Poem
_____/10  Plot elements



_____/5   Events from your life

_____/10  Cultural dichotomy


_____/5   Clear message of “me”

_____/5   Code switching



_____/5   Private events/words

_____/10  Literary device ( message, clarity of path, different device in each 
poem

_____/0   Extra challenge: Physical formatting, syntax, & style are identical.   


_____/50  TOTAL
After reviewing that old assignment, your task is to create one poem. This is a poem that is purposeful, yet vague. This poem clearly expresses a message, but the audience (Mr. Foster and your classmates) is not entirely clear what message it is expressing. More specifically, you need to write one poem that combines both poems from the old assignment. Your poem should depict either your identity or that of Antonio. However, you need to write it in a way that is vague enough to be either of you. To borrow a pop culture reference from 2014, this is like the annoying, passive-aggressive “sub tweeting” practice of publishing vague social media comments like, “I hate it when that happens” or “Isn’t it great when people you care about let you down?” After reading your poem, your classmates and Mr. Foster are going to guess whether the poem is about you or Antonio. Using literary devices as you express your message and choosing your words precisely are two learning targets that you will demonstrate for this task. A poorly written, brief example is below:
“Lobotomy Dichotomy”
Not sure what they want me to do: this or that, you or you, here or there.

Not sure what the ultimate right answer is.

Not sure what I’ll do.

Not sure.

	Voice

Does the essay sounds like it is uniquely yours? Are you an author or a “formula filler”? 
	* The personality of the writer is evident in the writing.

* The writer’s humor, balance of colloquialism and professionalism and/or use of allusions & anecdotes bring the essay to life. 
* The tone is appropriate and consistently controlled.

* The overall effect is

individualistic, expressive,

and engaging.
	* Personality, confidence and feeling are expressed

throughout the writing.

* A commitment to the topic is obvious.

* The writer connects to the audience and clearly

indicates a purpose for the

writing.

* The tone is sincere,

pleasant and generally

appropriate.

* The writing evokes emotion in the reader.
	* Personality, confidence, and feeling weave in and

out of the writing.

* Commitment to the topic is limited.

* Connection to the

audience and purpose for

the writing are unclear.

* The tone is generally

appropriate.

* The writing evokes some emotion in the reader.
	* The writing lacks

commitment to the topic.

* Connection to the audience and purpose for the writing are unclear.

* The tone is flat or

inappropriate.

* The writing evokes little

emotion in the reader.
*It is unclear that the essay is uniquely a product of the author. 

	Word Choice

Do you have impressive diction? 

Did you actually make informed, mature choices with your words?
	* Well-chosen words convey the intended message in an

interesting, precise, and

natural way.

* Lively, powerful verbs

provide energy. (“Be” verbs are limited).

* Specific nouns (Both abstract and concrete) add color and clarity.

* Modifiers work to provide strong imagery.

* Figurative language, if used, is effective. Vocabulary is striking but not overdone.
* Technical terms and

notations are effective.
	* Well-chosen words convey the intended message in an

interesting, precise, and

natural way.

* Powerful verbs, specific

nouns, and descriptive

modifiers enhance meaning.

* Expression attempts to be fresh and appealing.

* Original or unusual phrasing adds to the meaning. 
* Figurative language, if used, is generally effective.

* Vocabulary is striking but,

at times, overdone.

* Technical terms and

notations are helpful.
	* Words are reasonable,

accurate, and convey the

intended message in a

general manner.

* Some verbs provide

energy, and some simply

link one point to another.

* Some nouns are specific, which other nouns are fairly general.

* Modifiers attempt to be

descriptive.

* Figurative language, if

used, may or may not be

effective. 
* Vocabulary is

either common or slangy,

or attempts to be

uncommon and leads to

confusion. 
	* Word choice limits the

clarity of the intended

message; the author did not or cannot select mature words. 

* Verbs, nouns, and/or

modifiers lack the ability to

convey an image.

* Expression is lacking.
* Vocabulary is limited and

restricting or too technical.
* The author chose basic, elementary words that are not indicative of AP level work.


Appropriate comment, question, concern, or item to share about my life that I want Mr. Foster to know or about his life that I want to know:
