“Individual vs. Society” Literary Analysis Paper
For this paper, you are going to combine the question, “Which is more valuable: the individual or society?” and your ability to critique an author. This critiquing is the same kind of thinking you have done your AP essays.
You know that the first step in the writing process is brainstorming. You have already done most of the brainstorming for this paper already. Put simply, this paper requires you to compare/contrast how each text we have encountered answered the question, “Which is more valuable: the individual or society?” and then to evaluate which author answered the question most effectively. You will need to reference three texts of literary merit that we encountered over the past few years: 1984, and two other texts of literary merit. In other words, figure out how each text answers the question, determine exactly HOW the author answers the question, compare the “How”s of each author and then prove which author does it the best. Summarily, be a literary critic that is concerned with the battle of the individual versus a society in literature; find a “core” text of literary merit that addresses/explains/portrays/personifies/expresses/embodies/discusses/solves this conflict the most effectively; explain how this core text (and its author) most brilliantly demonstrate this conflict with support from other literary critics; and be sure to use “HOW” thinking as your primary method of proving your thesis.  Please note that at no time does this assignment ask you to explain who/what “won” the conflict; though the “winner” can most certainly be included in your response. 
More specifically, you will have to find three articles of literary critique/analysis that support your position. Mel.org and the link “Mel Multi-search” will be very helpful. Also, searching “google scholar” will help. There are many other resources to use on the internet as well. For these resources, you will have to use MLA documentation and then compile a Works Cited page that includes your critique articles your texts of literary merit.

This is a complicated assignment. Meticulous brainstorming is not suggested, but required. This paper is intended to mimic complicated papers that you will write next year. Stay organized, manage your time, and work diligently in small chunks to enable you to succeed now and next year.

Use the space below and the back of this sheet to brainstorm structure. There are many resources available for you to use on armadafoster.weebly.com: MLA/APA documentation, writing a research paper, graphic organizers, etc.

Notes from students in previous years:

Instead of searching for articles and basing the devices off of them, it’s a lot easier to do it the other way around. When I started searching “literary critiques and Ayn Rand” it barely gave me anything. But once I started with the devices in mind, like “symbolism and Anthem” and then pulled out the ones that were critiques, it went a lot faster. I spent almost two weeks researching and found nothing, and then switched to this way and found all I needed in a couple hours. 

Structure
Example is 1984 is the best; Anthem and Fahrenheit 451 are the other texts.

Sections
(Your own authorship will determine how you break up each section into paragraphs)

1) Intro = fluff, thesis (1984 shows the conflict the best), and list other two texts as “not as good”

2) 1984 shows the conflict between the individual and society

a. Topic sentence (1-2 sentences)

b. Brief plot summary or 1984 (2-4 sentences)

c. How 1984 addresses the conflict (USE AP HOW THINKING)

i. Literary device shows the conflict (5-10 sentences)

3) Anthem shows the conflict between the individual and society

a. Topic sentence (1-2 sentences)

b. Brief plot summary or Anthem (2-4 sentences)

c. How Anthem addresses the conflict (USE AP HOW THINKING)

i. Literary device shows the conflict (5-10 sentences)

4) Fahrenheit 451 shows the conflict between the individual and society

a. Topic sentence (1-2 sentences)

b. Brief plot summary or Fahrenheit 451 (2-4 sentences)

c. How Fahrenheit 451 addresses the conflict (USE AP HOW THINKING)

i. Literary device shows the conflict (5-10 sentences)

5) Why and how 1984 demonstrates the conflict the best. Be sure to evaluate here. This is where research is required. Be clear in why 1984 is better than 451 and Anthem. This is where you use your articles to support your thesis. You may want to make three paragraphs here-one for each article-or another structure might be best for you. Be an author.
a. Topic Sentence (1-2 sentences)

b. 1984 is good because…(use a critique article here)

c. Anthem is not good because…(use a critique article here)

d. 1984 shows the conflict better than Anthem because …(use a critique article here) THIS IS THE KEY TO YOUR PAPER

Letters A through D might be one paragraph. The literary device you explain in letters B and C should be the same = “Both texts use symbolism to show the conflict.”

e. 1984 is good because…(use a critique article here)

f. 451 is not good because…(use a critique article here)

g. 1984 shows the conflict better than 451 because…(use a critique article here)

Letters E through G might be one paragraph. The literary device you explain in letters E and F should be the same, but different than letters B and C = “Both texts use foreshadowing to show the conflict.”

6) Conclusion = remind the reader what your thesis was and how you proved it. Do not introduce new information. 
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	Ideas and Content
Did you answer the question?


	§ The writing conveys ideas in a controlled and interesting manner.

§ The focus/thesis is stated clearly and meets requirements (“answers question”)

§ Clear, relevant details,

directions, examples,

and/or anecdotes develop

and enrich the central

focus.

§ Reader is thoroughly convinced and certain of the author’s position.
	§ The writing presents

important information about a specific topic by providing facts or directions, explaining ideas or defining

terms.

§ The focus is stated clearly and meets requirements; question is mostly answered.

§ The reader is fairly certain of the author’s point, position and how the examples prove them both.
	§ The writing presents

information about a

specific topic by providing

facts or directions,

explaining ideas or terms.

§ The focus is unclear; question’s answer is addressed vaguely.

§ An attempt is made to

develop primary and

secondary ideas.

§ The reader is confusing or mislead or unfulfilled as to the author’s position.
	§ The writing presents

information about a topic by providing facts or

directions, explaining ideas

or defining terms.

§ The focus is unclear; the question is not answered.

§ Specific requirements have been ignored or

misunderstood.

§ The reader is left stranded, empty and bewildered as to the author’s message.

	Organization
Is your structure clear? Does it enhance your essay?
	§ The writing is organized in a way that enhances meaning or helps to develop the central idea.

§ Each developmental

paragraph addresses a

specific aspect of the topic.

§ The sequence is effective and moves the reader through the paper—the order may or may not be conventional.

§ Transitions are creative, provide depth and work well. 
	§ The writing is clearly

organized in a way that

enhances meaning or helps

to develop the central idea.

§ Each developmental

paragraph addresses a

specific aspect of the topic.

§ Transitions work well. They are effective, but perhaps predictable. They are lacking mid-paragraph, but persistent before each paragraph.
	§ The writing is fairly

organized.

§ Each developmental

paragraph attempts to

address a specific aspect

of the topic.

§ Transitions are limited. They are mechanical in their placement. Perhaps a crucial transition is missing that would have enhanced meaning.
	§ The writing needs more

structure.

§ Developmental paragraphs are limited in focus and may

be confusing.

§ Transitions need

improvement..

	Conventions

Can you follow the rules of standard American English?

Can you use conventions to enhance your essay?
	§ A strong grasp of standard writing conventions is apparent: capitalization is accurate; punctuation is

smooth and enhances

meaning; spelling is correct

even on more difficult

words; grammar is

essentially correct; paragraphing (indenting) enhances the organization of the paper.

§ Specialized conventions

(title, subtitles, in-text

notes, table of contents,

works cited) are used

accurately enhance the text.
§ Poetic license is effectively used to break conventions
	§ A good grasp of standard

writing conventions is

apparent: capitalization is

correct; punctuation is

smooth and enhances

meaning; spelling of

common words is accurate,

and more difficult words are

generally correct; grammar

is essentially correct; usage

is generally correct;

paragraphing (indenting)

works with the organization

of the paper.

§ Specialized conventions

(title, subtitles, in-text

notes, table of contents,

works cited) generally

enhance the text.
	§ A basic grasp of standard

writing conventions is

apparent.

§ Errors in conventions may

impair readability.

§ Specialized conventions

(title, subtitles, in-text

notes, table of contents,

works cited) are disruptive

or confusing.
§Perhaps an attempt at poetic license disrupts meaning.
	§ A minimal grasp of standard

writing conventions is

apparent.

§ Numerous errors in

conventions distract and/or

confuse the reader.

§ Specialized conventions

(title, subtitles, in-text

notes, table of contents,

works cited) are disruptive

or confusing.
§ What may be an attempt at poetic license is in fact an ineffective, harmful breaking of conventions. 

	“Color”

Diction, syntax, and voice. 

Cross out the one that you focused on the LEAST for this essay. 
	Expression is fresh and appealing: original or

unusual phrasing adds to

meaning. Figurative

language, if used, is

effective. Vocabulary is

striking but not overdone.

§ Sentences are

appropriately concise; syntax is diverse.

§ The overall effect is

individualistic, expressive,

and engaging.
	Expression attempts to be fresh and appealing.

Original or unusual phrasing adds to the meaning. Figurative

language, if used, is generally effective. Vocabulary is striking but, at times, overdone. Technical terms and notations are helpful.
§ Sentences are appropriately concise; syntax is varied. 
§ The writing evokes emotion in the reader.
	Expression is limited.

Figurative language, if used, may or may not be effective. Vocabulary is either common or slangy, or attempts to be

uncommon and leads to

confusion. Technical terms and notations are limited in their effectiveness.
§ Sentences are sometimes concise and sometimes wordy; syntax is predictable.

§ The writing evokes some emotion in the reader.
	§ Sentence beginnings,

length, and structure lack

variation.

§ The writing evokes little

emotion in the reader. 
§ Expression is lacking.

Vocabulary is limited and

restricting or too technical.


