“Dream Deferred”

by Langston Hughes 

What happens to a dream deferred?

Does it dry up

Like a raisin in the sun?

Or fester like a sore-

And then run?

Does it stink like rotten meat

Or crust and sugar over-

Like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags

Like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?
1. What might facilitate someone experiencing a dream deferred?

2. This poem is full of sensory details.  Find lines that address each of the five senses. Hughes is showing not telling. How else might he have used this writing technique? Write another line of this poem below in Hughes’ format and style:

3. How does this poem address some of the “other” issues during the Harlem Renaissance? What is the theme of this poem and how did Hughes show it?

4. What would a person act like whose dream has been deferred in each of the following ways? In other words, describe how each of the following lines is symbolic of the way someone might behave or feel if his/her dream was deferred? Remember the relationship between literal and figurative.

“Dry up like a raisin in the sun”

“Fester like a sore and then run”

“Explode”

5. Have you ever had a dream deferred? Why? How? What happened? How did you react? Like Hughes did, write a metaphor for your reaction. 

