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2. Texts of Literary Merit Summary and Characters

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A boy and a black slave travel the Mississippi to free Jim and escape Huck’s father.
Characters: Huck, Jim, Tom Sawyer, Pap, Widow Douglas, Miss Watson, The Wilks Family, The Grangerfords
“Allegory of the Cave”: Individuals are held captive in a cave only seeing shadows on a wall to represent the fact that people are accustomed to what they are exposed.

Characters: shadow viewers, shadow producers
Animal Farm: Animals take over a farm to represent the critiquing of the Russian Revolution with Stalin and Trotsky.

Characters: Snowball (Trotsky, kind, passionate, wins over most of the other animals in fight for power over Napoleon), Napoleon (leader, Stalin, has the nine dogs for military), Boxer (kind, working horse), Squealer (spread propaganda), Benjamin (indifferent, grumpy mule), Old Major (started the idea of the rebellion against the farm), Clover (friend of Boxer, suspects the pigs of violating their own rules), Mollie (self absorbed mare), Mr. Jones (human of the farm), Muriel (white goat who reads to Clover)
Anthem: An ironic society set in the future where every person is assigned a role and must not deviate from it. There is no creativity or exploring allowed.

Characters: Equality, Golden One, Scholars, International 
“Beowulf”: Beowulf goes on a quest to rescue King Hrothgard  from Grendel who dies. However, Grendel’s mother came and attacked the King’s hall as revenge but Beowulf killed her too and becomes a hero. In the end, Beowolf dies a triumphant death. 
Characters: Beowulf, Grendel, Grendel’s mom, King Hrothgar
Bless Me, Ultima: A coming of age story where a little boy’s parents believe two different ideas and feels that he has to choose between the two. In the end, he figures out who he is with the help of Ultima, and discovers that he doesn’t have to choose but has to be. 
Characters: Antonio, Ultima, Antonio’s parents, Tonario and his three daughters (evil), Narciso (drunk, but nice man of the town), Cico (friend), Lupido (crazy man from war)
Brave New World: A story that takes place in the future where there is a caste system. Bernard, the main character, is in a high caste and goes to see “savages,” which would be current day people. He brings one back and many people want to meet and see this “savage.” In the end, the savage commits suicide because he can’t handle the bombarding of people and the fakeness of their society. In this society, people have orgies, consume constant drugs, “soma,” and are born in labs.  
Characters: Bernard, Lenina, John, Helmholtz, Mustapha Mond, Fanny (Lenina’s friend), Henry Foster (one of Lenina’s lovers), Linda (John’s mom) 
“Canterbury Tales”: A series of short stories made up to entertain on a pilgrimage.

Characters: The Knight, Wife of Bath, The Reeve and more
The Catcher in the Rye: A boy named Holton trudges around New York City with no specific goal. The only thing he does know though is that he doesn’t want to grow up.

Characters: Holden, Phoebe, Ackley, Stradlater, Jane Gallagher, Mr. Spencer (old history teacher), Mr. Atolini (old English teacher) 
Catching Fire: The Hunger Games’ sequel where Katniss comes back from the games only to be sent in to a second one as a way for the Capitol to gain revenge on Peeta and Katniss’ act of rebellion in the first Hunger Games.

Characters: Katniss, Gale, Peeta, Haymitch, President Snow
Catch 22: A story of a man during WWII that slowly develops as a character out of order and through the chaos of the war. He assumes a crazy reputation and appears apathetic through the entire novel until the very end where he becomes compassionate. 
Characters: Yossarian, Orr, Doc Daneeka, Major Major, Milo, Nurse Dunkett, Applebee, Solider in White, and more
The Crucible: A play that attempts to exploit McCarthyism in the 50’s using the setting of Salem, Massachusetts in the 1600’s.

Characters: Abigail, Tituba, Proctor, Hale, Rebecca Nurse, Parris, Mary Warren, Danforth
Death of a Salesman: A man is in denial of his life and wishes he had a better one, but instead of doing something about it, he sits and dreams.

Characters: Willy, Happy, Biff, Linda (wife), Charley (neighbor), Bernard (Charley’s son), Howard Wagner (boss), Ben (brother)
Fahrenheit 451: A firefighter in a book forbidden world becomes interested in literature and ends up being chased out of the society he was once a part of because of his new found interest.

Characters: Montag, Beatty, Clarisse, Mildred, Faber, Granger (book leader)
The Great Gatsby: Nick Carraway moves next to a gentleman named Jay Gatsby who undergoes many social events and scandals. Nick slowly gets pulled into the drama and Gatsby ends up killing himself.

Characters: Nick Carraway, Jay Gatsby, Daisy Buchanan, Tom (Daisy’s husband), Jordan (Nick’s girlfriend), Myrtle (Tom’s lover)
Hamlet: Hamlet tries to get revenge on his father’s death.

Characters: Hamlet, Claudius, Laertes, Ophelia, Gertrude, Hamlet Ghost, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern 
The Hunger Games: A girl in poverty stricken District 12 steps into the Hunger Games for her sister Prim. She ends the game in defiance of the rules and awaits the consequences in book two.

Characters: Katniss, Peeta, Gale, Haymitch, Finnick, President Snow
The Kite Runner: A boy named Amir witnesses a crime and never tells anyone. This ends up haunting him his entire life while living through the harsh time of Afghanistan during the 1970’s.

Characters: Amir, Hassan, Baba, Rahim Khan, Soraya, Assef, Sohrab
Life of Pi: A boy is stranded in the middle of the ocean with a Bengal tiger as a boat-mate.

Characters: Pi Patel, Richard Parker, the Hyena, the Zebra, Orange Juice, Pi’s family, the interviewers at the end of the book 
Lord of the Flies: A group of boys are stranded on islands that slowly turn in to savages as common life escapes them.

Characters: Ralph, Piggy, Jack, Simon, Roger, Sam and Eric, Littuns, The Lord of the Flies
1984: A futuristic world where every individual is monitored at all times and has to believe and do exactly what the government wants them to. Two characters begin to rebel and end up caught by the very person they thought was on their side. The protagonist loses by being brainwashed back into the very society he was against. 
Characters: Winston Smith, Julia, Mr. Charrington (guy in the antique shop), Goldstein, O’Brien (the guy that interrogated them)
Macbeth: A story of a man named Macbeth who comes back from battle and receives the title of Thane or some city. A prophecy given by some witches makes him and his wife power hungry and leads to murder and lies further in the play. 
Characters: Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, MacDuff, King Duncan, Fleance, The two sons of Duncan
A Midsummer Night's Dream: The story begins with a couple running away to the woods to other people ending up together due to magical potions and scandal. Everyone in the end is with their rightful partner.

Characters: Theseus (supposed to marry Hyppolyta), Hyppolyta, Egeus (father of Hermia), Hermia (being forced to marry Demetrius but both him and Lysander love her), Lysander (Hermia is in love with him), Demetrius (in love with Hermia, used to love Helena), Helena (in love with Demetrius), Robin Goodfellow (fairy that likes to prank mortals), Oberon (fairy king), Titania (queen of fairies), random thespians    
The Odyssey: A man goes on a journey in hopes of returning home from the Trojan War.

Characters: Odysseus, Calypso, Penelope, Cyclopes and more
Oedipus Rex: Oedipus unknowingly marries his mother and discovers his destiny based on the prophecies of an old, blind prophet.

Characters: Oedipus, Jocasta, Tiresius, Laius
Of Mice and Men: About two men who worked from job to job. On one job, Lennie was accused of assaulting a woman and this led to Lennie being sentenced to death by the other men on the farm.

Characters: Lenny, George, Curly, Crooks, Candy
“A Perfect Day for Bananafish”: A young man and his wife go to Florida because Seymour, the young man, got back from the war. He ends up committing suicide because of the post war effects and before, discusses “bananafish.” 
Characters: Seymour, Muriel, Sybil  
“Pretty Mouth and Green My Eyes”: A man calls a colleague to complain that his wife has not been home. He says she’s a cheater and a fake and he doesn’t love her. The colleague assures him that she’ll be back. He calls back and says she does return, but the woman was with his colleague the entire time. 
Characters: Arthur (lawyer/husband), Lee (coworker), Joanie (wife/cheater)
Pride and Prejudice: Two people begin their meeting with hatred and end up falling hopelessly in love with each other.

Characters: Elizabeth Bennet, Fitzwilliam Darcy, Mrs. Bennet, Mr. Bennet, Mr. Bingley, Jane Bennet, Lady Catherine, Mr. Collins
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead: Both characters discuss the topic of free will v. destiny throughout the entire story, never really getting anywhere specific.

Characters: Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, other thespians 
Romeo and Juliet: Two star crossed lovers end up in the middle of a family feud and ending their own lives over the mess.

Characters: Romeo, Juliet, Benvolio, Mercusio, Capulets, Montagues, Tibult, Paris
The Scarlet Letter: A woman commits adultery and is forced to wear a scarlet letter on her chest.

Characters: Hester, Dimmesdale, Chillingworth, Pearl
Slaughterhouse Five: A man has the ability to time travel and knows every aspect of his life even before it happens. Part of his life is spent in WWII, with aliens, and post war life.  
Characters: Billy Pilgrim, his wife Valencia, the movie star Montana Wildhack, the guy in the hospital Eliot Rosewater, Kilgore Trout, Tralfamadorians, Pual Lazzaro kills Billy
Things Fall Apart: A man in his culture in Africa was forced away from what he believed in due to English missionaries trying to convert the tribes.

Characters: Okonkwo, Nwoye (oldest son), Ezinma (only child of Okonkwo’s second wife), Ikemefuna (given boy from other village), Mr. Brown (first white missionary), Unoka (father), Ekwefi (second wife), first and third wives
A Thousand Splendid Suns: Two women that face some of the most harsh circumstances during the late twentieth century Afghanistan.

Characters: Mariam, Laila, Rasheed, Jalil, Tariq, Mammy, Baba
Their Eyes Were Watching God: A pathetic, dependent girl named Janie goes through three husbands while trying to discover herself. 
Characters: Janie, Tea Cake, Jodie Starks, Logan Killicks, the lady she talks to on her porch Pheoby Watson, Nanny Crawford (grandma),  
3. Essay Structure: 

1.) Intro: 


= 1-2 sentences of fluff


= mention text AND author


= make sure thesis answers question

2.) Body Paragraphs:


= topic sentence (thesis b/c reason #1) 


= define literary devices


= mention HOW the device creates meaning (should be 4 sentences that answer the    
question)


= 1-2 paragraphs total


3.) Conclusion:


= repeat/summarize essay


= DO NOT introduce new information
AP Test:

1.) Multiple choice:


= 40% toward overall score


= T4 question

2.) Essays:


= 60% toward overall score


= T4 question


= rewrite the question 


= write thesis that ANSWERS THE QUESTION


= read and T4 the text to ONLY find examples and literary devices from the text to support question


= MAKE SURE THESIS ANSWERS THE QUESTION AND THE ESSAY PROVES THESIS

AP Essay #3 Question Examples:

1.) Comedy – thoughtful laughter


=Hamlet’s asides “more than kin, less than kind” 

2.) Happy Ending


=Anthem where the individual won and rose above society

3.) Social change


=The Crucible where witches represented communists and forced change on individuals

4.) Character’s past influences their life


=The Kite Runner where one action (rape) in the beginning of the book laid everything out for the rest of the story 

4.25) Time


= Catch 22

4.5) One Symbol


=LOTF, TSL, 1984 (conch shell, the scarlet letter, paperweight)

4.75) Two contrasting places


=TSL (town and forest), LOTF (beach and forest), Bless Me, Ultima (Las Pasturas and the 
farm)

5.) Child vs. Parent conflict


=Hamlet, Oedipus Rex, Huck Finn where disagreements with parents were contributors 
of the message of the text

6.) Opening Scene inspires the rest of the story


=The Scarlet Letter where the rose represents beauty in a pile of depression/revenge

7.) Author’s use of character thoughts in a play for suspense


=Hamlet where he used monologues, soliloquies, and asides for mental conflict

8.) Alienation of character due to societal values


= Frankenstein and TSL when they were set away from town/home

9.) Allusion to mythology/Bible 


=Bless Me, Ultima/Life of Pi where religion was a huge conflict/contribution to the text 
as a whole

10.) Memorable moment in play/novel


=The Kite Runner rape scene where it contributed to the text as a whole

11.)  Passion vs. Responsibility


=Hamlet, TSL, 1984

12.) Villain


=Bless Me, Ultima and any other text

13.) Character in a play…evil but not really


=Frankenstein monster

14.) Scenes of violence


=Frankenstein where all of his murders represented how society rejects the unusual

15.) Text concludes in the end so that the reader isn’t kept guessing

16.) Strange, plausible characters effect text as a whole


= Ultima, Macbeth

17.) Archetypes: sidekick, air headed teen girl, strong, attractive, male hero, normal character 
that saves the day, old, blind prophet


= Tiresius, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern

18.) Significance of a title


=The Kite Runner, Lord of the Flies

19.) Text before 1900 relevant to today


= TSL, Beowulf, Oedipus Rex, Hamlet, anything Shakespeare

20.) A playwright where the author changes writing to address the reader versus the audience in 
a play


= soliloquies, monologues, asides, etc. 

21.) Comical event that relates to text as a whole


= Canterbury Tales 

4. HOW Strategies:

1.) Ask “how?” THREE times like a toddler

2.) Alternative conjecture


Ex. hypothesizing, prediction, “if, then” sentences

3.) Break the rules AFTER you have convinced the reader you are smart (usually after 1st paragraph)

4.) Describe the path: author ( text ( reader


Ex. Shakespeare’s goal was to show that. . .

5.) Use universality 

6.) Show how the thesis would be false and propose an alternative 


Ex. Change plot

7.) Syna-sentence means explain redundantly 

8.) Criticize author 

6. Multiple Choice Answering Tactics:

- Answer before viewing answer choices

- Cross out the most unlikely answers

- Choose worst and best answer

- Choose two best answers

- Pick the most universal answer when between two probable answers

7. Trans. Sentence Examples:
Despite the fact that there are a plethora of transitional phrases to choose from, I am going to use a transitional sentence instead.
Even though transitional phrases are pleasant to the ear, transitional sentences sound even better. 

If Holly decides to use a transitional sentence, it is because she remembered the sentences she just created. 

8. Text as a Whole:
- Author’s intent

- Style

- Tone

-Universal message
- Theme

- Overall attitude

*Accomplish this thinking by thinking about the “BIG PICTURE.” Don’t pay attention to little things like alliteration or simile used in a couple of spots. Be bigger. Grasp meaning.  

9. Common Writing Errors:
Tense agreement in essays is commonly forgotten. 

- Stay in past tense, 3rd person

- Do NOT switch from past to present!! 

   (The dog leapt through the air and caught the Frisbee. 

   (NOT…The dog leapt through the air and catches the Frisbee. 
10. Synonyms of Commonly Used Words:
Character: hero, villain, attention capturer, adventurer, protagonist, antagonist, antihero
Author: writer, composer, essayist, poet, creator, novelist
Text: piece of literary merit, novel, poem, essay, play-write, passage, contents, document, idea, issue, line, paragraph, theme, wording, topic, quote
Image: icon, picture, figure, reflection, picture, idea, likeness, copy 

Setting:  background, location, scenery, set, site, surroundings, backdrop, environment, perspective, context, framework

Conflict: difference, clash, argument, quarrel, disagreement, fight, collision, battle, strife, combat, fuss, opposition, hassle 
11. Tone Words: 
Allusive: characterized by indirect references

Candid: free from prejudice, open, obvious

Clinical: emotionless, analytical

Colloquial: informal, relating to spoken conversation

Complimentary: resembling a compliment, an act of courtesy

Contemptuous: with disdain, scorn, disgrace

Contentious: quarrelsome, argumentative
Didactic: intended to teach
Diffident: lacking self confidence, shy, timid

Facetious: sarcastic, playfully ridiculing

Flippant: marked by disrespectful humor/casualness, not taking an issue as seriously as it should be taken.

Indignant: angry, apathetic

Insipid: lacking flavor, zest, excitement

Insolent: insulting, arrogant, rude

Irreverent: lacking reverence, respect, and honor to a deserving subject

Pretentious: claiming a position of distinction when unjustified, presumptuous

Turgid: excessive, ornate, or complex in style

(Look at the adjectives in a sentence to figure out tone.

( Adjectives leave behind a PATTERN. 

( Verbs also help. 

Example Sentence (Insolent/rude tone): Considering the girl’s obvious inability to complete anything on time, the office thought it would be magnificent to fire her because the other girl, Jessica, was prettier and much more efficient. 

12. Characterization: 
How to characterize: 

Types:

- Antagonist v. Protagonist

- Round v. Flat

- Static v. Dynamic

- Are they a stereotype or archtype?

- Do they contrast other characters/are they a foil?
Aspects:

(STAR: Says, Thinks, Acts, Reacts

- What a character does

- What a character doesn’t do

- What other characters say about them

- Significance of name

- Physicality? (scar, has a limp, hunched back?)

- How they are involved in the conflict (man v. man, self, technology, etc.)

Examples: 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern – ancillary characters, static (they stay the same throughout), help conflict move a long by revealing aspects of the protagonist (Hamlet), pawns of the operation/used. 

Tiresias – stereotypical, wise, old, man, static character, predicts future events, doesn’t involve himself in his own prophecies and lets them unfold. 
13. Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
Anecdote: short, narrative story with a captivating theme with a similar point. 

( Chaucer’s Tales

Bildungsroman: coming of age story. 

( Bless Me, Ultima

Catachresis: hyperbolic metaphor; exaggerated, unrealistic comparison.
( Don’t have a cow.

Colloquial: refers to a type of informal language; conversational talk, slang expressions. 

( y’all, gonna, wanna
Conceit: unusual comparison.

( Oh stay! three lives in one flea spare
     Where we almost, yea more than married are.
     This flea is you and I, and this
     Our marriage-bed and marriage-temple is.
Connotation: elaborate meaning of a word that goes beyond dictionary definition.

( Dove and peace

Deuteragonist: sidekick

( Piggy in LOTF

Epigram: A brief, pointed and witty poem with a humorous point. 
( What is an Epigram? A dwarfish whole;
     Its body brevity, and wit its soul.
     — Samuel Taylor Coleridge
Epitaph: inscription on a grave stone.

( “Forever in our hearts”
Epithet: short, poetic name.

( Grey-eyed Athena
14. How to Read Literature like a Professor Chapter Summaries

Chapter 1: Every Trip is a Quest
This chapter was basically about how in literature, any trip taken by a character can turn into a quest. Not all trips eventually turn into a quest but it is important to pay attention when a character leaves to go somewhere because all quests are always about gaining self knowledge for the character, and if you don't realize it's a quest, then you won’t be able to understand the knowledge they gain.

Chapter 2: Nice to Eat With You: Acts of Communication

When people eat together it’s more than just food. This is usually a metaphor for a bond between people. It also represents coming together as well as a determination between a good or bad bond depending on how well the meal goes.  
Chapter 3: Nice to Eat With You: Acts of Vampires
Vampires usually represent the exploitation of an issue such as desire, using others for needs,  and denying a person the right to live (ex. taking the innocence of women). The uses of monsters in a story are often used to display the way humans actually are deep down. This idea isn’t always visible and could be mental or based off of personality. 
Chapter 4: If It's Square, It's a Sonnet
This chapter, as the title infers, describes sonnets. A sonnet is a 14 line poem written in iambic pentameter. Sonnets have been a part of English poetry since the 1500s. There are a couple different types of sonnets: Petrarchan and Shakespearean. Also, to better understand the meaning of a poem, do not stop after each line continues to the end of the sentence.

Chapter 5: Now, Where Have I Seen Her Before?
The gist of this chapter was basically that there is no such thing as an "original" piece of literature; every story is based off of other works of literature. This story is about relationships between humans and nature, and it always repeats itself. When one can recognize this intertextuality, the meaning behind these stories is amplified. However, just because one story is based off of a text of literary merit, it does not make that story good. A bad book is a bad book.
Chapter 6: When in Doubt, It’s From Shakespeare
These texts are found between the 18th century and the present. Allusions are usually present: Romeo and Juliet = star-crossed lovers and drowning women = Ophelia from Hamlet. People often ask, “why Shakespeare?” This is because everyone knows who he is. 

Chapter 7: ...Or the Bible
This chapter is about the references that are done in literature that are from the Bible or religion. They are often about biblical parables or stories and it can be one minor allusion within the book or the whole story can revolve around it. A way to tell if it comes from the Bible is if it has a different tone then the rest of the writing or seems to stand out that makes it feel like it has a deeper meaning. Authors use them to make their writing timeless and universal because the majority of people know the bible or what it is.

Examples: The title "Paradise Lost" is the Garden of Eden, Beowulf's Grendal descends from the line of Cain, Canterbury Tales has pilgrims going on a pilgrimage like followers to Jerusalem

Chapter 8: Hanseldee and Greteldum
This chapter pretty much said that fairy tales are also common allusions besides the usual "big three." People can relate to fairy tales because they remember them from their childhood, so sometimes authors will use elements from them in their writing. 
Chapter 9: It’s Greek to Me

Mythology is a common reference in literature, but there are three common references in all of literature: Shakespearian, Biblical, and folk/fairy tale. These ideas are parallel to The Iliad and The Odyssey. There are four things that all literature takes from: heroic actions, adventure, love and the struggle to return home (hence The Odyssey). There also four struggles: man v. nature, man v. divine, man v. man, and man v. self. 

Chapter 10: It’s More Than Just Rain or Snow

Weather has meaning. Rain is cleansing, represents fresh starts (Noah’s Ark), spring, and nutritious and restoring (growing food). Rain and sun together create rainbows which represents happiness and goodness. Fog symbolizes confusion and the idea of being trapped. Snow conveys clean, barren, pure, harsh, suffocating, and filth. These are used by intentionalists to make their writing purposeful. Some writers don’t even do this on purpose, some do.   
Chapter 11: …More Than It’s Gonna Hurt You: Concerning Violence
Basically, whenever a scene of violence occurs in literature, it resembles something. A fight, murder, or rape is used for more than just pushing the plot along; it usually is incorporated to represent the bigger picture, such as the character's feelings or relationship. There are no standard definitions about what certain types of violence represent; it's up to you to decipher how the violence ties into the plot and what it really means.
Chapter 12: Is That A Symbol?
If something has two or more meanings, then it is a symbol. An example of this is a cave where it represents shelter/security, nothingness, and one’s view point (perception and how you see things). Rivers are another example where they represent quest, freedom, and division/barrier between countries. Symbols are simply whatever a person thinks they are. There are no black and white answers for them.

Chapter 13: It's All Political
Political elements are often hidden in pieces of literary merit which means some stories are not always as they seem because of it. Political elements often push specific views or ideas and expose realities of the world. 

Examples: LOTF, Frankenstein, and Oedipus at Colonus

Chapter 14: Yes, She’s a Christ Figure, Too
While you read, put away beliefs for the purpose of figuring out the text. If there are signs of crucifixion, wounds in the hands and feet, walking on water, a long journey to the death, etc. then it is a Christ allusion.   
Chapter 15: Flights of Fancy
Literal or symbolic flight often symbolizes freedom and escape in literature. It can show largeness of spirit and love. Since humans cannot actually fly, flight defies everything.

Chapter 16: It’s All About Sex…
Viewings of rolling landscapes (women) and structures like tall buildings (men) are often references to sex. In fact, sex is coded by symbolism in literature. Other examples of this are the Holy Grail (women) and a train (men) going through a tunnel (women). 

Chapter 17: Except Sex
This chapter talked about how authors write about sex in their works, and it rarely is ever just about sex. Instead, sex could mean an emotional neediness, a personal sacrifice, or a desire for power over someone else. When the sex is more of a rape scene it usually means something evil.
Chapter 18: If She Comes Up, It's Baptism
This chapter was all about water and how it symbolizes rebirth or baptism. When water is present and a character reacts with it - drowning, swimming, traveling in or on a river - the character is leaving behind an old life and choosing, or gaining, a new life. When a character is submerged in water or cleansed in water this represents baptism, cleansing the sins and starting a new rebirth of life. While commonly the character comes out of the water completely changed, even in the case of suicidal drowning, when the character does not resurface it is rebirth because they chose a different life from the one that they had. 

Chapter 19: Geography Matters
Setting is influential in literature. Darkness often represents death. Setting can also define characters such as in Frankenstein where the hills represent women. Also, mountains symbolize barriers in life. Romantic authors use setting in a cathartic sense to describe nature. Direction often implies something as well. For example, south implies bad.

Chapter 20: …So does Season
This chapter explains the meanings of the different seasons. Spring is often seen as youthful, vibrant, and new; while winter acts as the opposite, old, hatred, death and out of time. Summer expresses passion, adult age, romance and happiness. While autumn represents middle age, harvest, knowledge, and overall declining. 
Chapter 21: Marked For Greatness
This chapter states that if an author gives a character a physical abnormality, it was probably on purpose. One example that Foster used was Quasimodo from the Hunchback of Notre Dame. That physical deformity leaves Quasimodo with a life of jokes. If the author didn't give him a hunchback, then the plot would not follow correctly. So, if a character is given a mark or a deformity, it is probably for a reason.

Chapter 22: He’s Blind for a Reason You Know?

Blind characters help people see the things that most people don’t or wouldn’t have seen. This could also provide a different perspective in the text. Examples: Oedipus Rex, Allegory of the Cave, Things Fall Apart, and Anthem (figuratively). 

Chapter 23: It’s Never Just Heart Disease… (AKA: how authors like to kill people ()
Heart attacks usually represent a broken heart. Heart disease implies a bad heart/soul. Heart related pains involve loneliness, cowardice, regret, and lack of determination. This is because the heart is the most “vulnerable” part of the body.  
Chapter 24: Illness is Not JUST an Illness in Literature
If an illness in literature has an origin of mystery then it is most likely because most illnesses have a mystery of origin. Illness is often implied because of political standings in literature and freaks people out for political gain. Illness is chosen also to give people a different look and give an overall portrayal of them. Illness can also reflect personal experience. 

Chapter 25: Don’t Read With Your Eyes

Don’t read with yours eyes. Instead, use your brain and heart to feel meaning. Don’t read in your eyes; read in the author’s point of view. Use the idea of constructing and destructing ideas. Build it up and then break it down. 

Chapter 26: Is He Serious? And Other Ironies
Irony is contradicting. There are two types that need to be discussed: situational and dramatic. Situational irony is when the action is different than the expected action. Dramatic irony is when the audience knows something that the characters don’t. An example of this is when a character walks into rain and goes through a “rebirth” Overall, just keep an open mind.  
15. AP Test Specifics

- Cost: $87

- Test date: May 10, 2012

- Location: Armada Lion’s Hall

- 55 Multiple Choice Questions in one hour: 45% of total score
- 3 Essays in two hours: 55% of total score
   (analyzing a poem, analyzing a passage, free response

- Penalties for guessing: none

16: Picture of My Soul: 

Other AP Writing Notes:
1.) ANSWER THE QUESTION! (thesis)

2.) Think about the text as a whole

3.) Use WM and literary devices sparingly 

4.) 1-2 sentences of fluff in intro

5.) Try using allusions with a dash or appositive


Ex. 1 - The shattering of the conch shell in LOTF, similar to the paperweight in 1984, symbolized the obliteration of order. 


Ex. 2 – Hester removed her bonnet to release the holds society had on her – this is Janie in TEWWG.  

6.) Master major character names and punctuated titles

