Me Text Project
As we have discussed, one major focus in this class and on the AP Test is HOW certain literary devices create or destroy meaning for the author. For this project, you will practice that. Your task is to identify three “texts” from three different modes of expression that accurate create or destroy the meaning of “You.” For example, find a song that is an allegory for the love which might allude to how much you love your family. Or, find a picture of a rainbow and illuminate the class as to how that image reflects your appreciation for diversity. 

The main goal of this project is the HOW. How do the images, words, rhythms, and literary devices of each text produce, reflect, and engage a “reader” in a thorough understanding of who you are. This HOW is crucial for this class, for the AP test and for any career that requires higher level thinking skills.
For each of the three “texts,” you will have to write ONE body paragraph that answers the AP prototypical question, “How does the text, specifically the use of a literary device, show the idea.” Here, the idea is you: who you have been, what abstract and concrete entities have lead you to be you, what you are currently at this moment, what you predict you will be, the characterization of you, etc. 

Mr. Foster’s Example
“Serenity Prayer”

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change;

The courage to change the things I can;

And the wisdom to know the difference.

Don’t we all want serenity? The author did not choose “peace” or “tranquility.” He chose “serenity.” Through his diction, he elevated the importance and depth of the peaceful state of mind. The author does not just want to be calm, but wants to be wrapped in a warm blanket of comfort and know, deep in his bones, that everything is “ok.” All these connotations are made possible through “serenity;” “peace” or “tranquility” can’t do it alone. The two latter choices would have merely elicited a subdued, mediocre rise in the reader. Specifically, “peace” is used in this modern era as not only a denotation for a lack of violence but also as a salutation. “Peace is cliché, colloquial and artificial in this modern era; it is not the 1960’s where a two fingered communication of calm connoted a personal stance against military violence overseas. The sentiment that the author demands of his reader is so much greater than a closing of a colloquial conversation. Therefore, “serenity,” a deeper, more meaningful, multi-faceted label to the concept of calm, most effectively depicts the author’s intent. More specifically, “serenity” most accurately elicits the intended effect in my self-identity. When I read, chant and practice this epistle, I don’t mean it just to denote and connote that “everything is alright and tolerable at this moment.” Instead, for me, it is deeper; it is more authentic; it is more in my soul than in my attitude; it is more a reflection of a permanent condition than a temporary state. “Peace” or “calm” would have just meant to me that “todo esta bien ahora” and not the “everything in the universe is situated the way it is supposed to” sentiment that “serenity” delivers for me.  While I certainly don’t succeed and manifesting this philosophy every waking moment, it is certainly my mantra. It is exuded in how I respond to that most common of common greetings: “How’s it going?” or “How are you doing?” I am often heard replying “It is going exactly how it is supposed to go” or “I am doing exactly how I supposed to be doing.” By providing what is a seemingly sarcastic, flippant retort to acquaintances, I am actually exuding the author’s word choice. I am not peaceful or calm, but serene-serene on a spiritual, fatalistic plane and not just “doing okay.” I am serene.  
	Me Text Project Rubric

	“Forest” Purpose
	Demonstrate your understanding of Author ( Text ( Reader and “HOW” thinking using yourself as the “idea” and three different mediums as “texts.” Create three body paragraphs of “HOW” and explain one in a “speech” that is insightful, professional and uses “textual” references, as well as powerful supplements, to show a concise, yet thorough representation of AP thinking.

	“Tree” Requirements
	All presentations must include specific references from the “text.”

Verbal explanation cannot last more than three minutes.

Standing in front of the room and talking = 3.0 for voice; apparel supplements and/or visual aids = 4.0 for voice 

	Learning Target
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Depict and Cite Text Evidence
	Strong description of text events, mature inferences, and abundant, specific evidence.
	Clear representation of text events, inferences are made, and text evidence is present.
	Partial representation of text events, few or no inferences, and some text evidence that might be vague.
	Insufficient and/or inaccurate representation of text events, no inferences and/or text evidence.

	Support, Claim, and Explanation 

Did you use effective “HOW” strategies to clearly link examples to thesis?
	§ Support is detailed, specific, correct and embedded. Level of support is consistent throughout.

§ Several  unique “HOW” strategies are used to accurately and effectively reveal examples as proof of the question’s answer.
	§ Support is less detailed,

less specific, awkwardly

embedded or less

consistent.

§ Some repetitive “HOW” strategies are used to link to the question’s answer.
	§ Support is mostly

paraphrase rather than

direct. Some quoted

passages are too long and then not developed. 

§ Limited, shallow “HOW” strategies are used to attempt to show how the examples address question’s answer.
	§ There is little or no support. The writer rambles and doesn’t clearly support the thesis or answer the essay question.

§ “HOW” strategies are not evident.

	Authorship skill of your choice: diction, voice, grammar, syntax
	
	
	
	

	Voice 
	Audio and visual elements supported and complimented each other appealingly; graphics and media augmented the content.
	Audio and visual elements agree with each other convincingly; media aligns with content.
	Audio and visual elements do not support each other or works towards the same goal/effect; at times media is distracting or ineffective.
	Audio and visual elements hurt each other; they distract the audience from the overall goal; media is cumbersome and interrupts content.


Meaningful, appropriate question about Mr. Foster’s life and the answer to that question in your life:
