The Scarlet Letter Antecedent Action Analysis
In the film version of Hawthorne’s classic, the producers and directors decided to add quite a bit of antecedent action. Your task is to analyze why they did this. Get inside the heads of the “authors” of the film and try to understand why they made this decision to alter the classic American novel.
Answer all questions thoroughly, completely and with all your brain. (
1) What is the antecedent action? What events literally happened? Give a brief summary.

2) Why did the authors of the film add the action? What function does it serve the text as a whole?

3) In what ways, or in what events, does the antecedent action show Hawthorne’s Anti-transcendentalism? Would Hawthorne approve of the addition of this action? Why or why not?

4) The abstract idea of revenge deforms Roger’s physical body. The abstract idea of guilt causes Arthur physical pain. Explain one way that this manifestation of an idea is shown in the antecedent action.

5) The letter and the rose are important symbols in the text. What is one new symbols introduced in the antecedent action? What does it represent? How do you know? Does it fit the rest of the text as a whole? Why/not?
	Depict and Cite Text Evidence 

CCS Reading 1, 2, 3
	I can make a text’s meaning abundantly clear through a thoughtful description of text events, mature inferences, and abundant, specific evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning appropriately clear through a description of text events, basic inferences, and satisfactory, clear evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning clear through a basic description of text events, some inferences, and evidence that may be lacking in abundance or quality.
	I struggle to make a text’s meaning clear through a description of text events, inferences, and evidence. My evidence is either lacking, superficial, and/or inaccurate. 

	Analyze Author’s Craft

CCS Reading 4, 5, 6
	I can make it abundantly clear how specific text features create meaning, were a direct intent of the author and enhance a text. 
	I can make it appropriately clear how specific text features create meaning, were an author’s choice and are an important part of a text.
	I can make it clear how text features influence meaning, were reflection of the author and are a part of a text.
	I struggle to make it clear how text features are evident, contribute to meaning and/or were tools used specifically by the author.

	Evaluate Text as a Whole

CCS Reading 7, 8, 9
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme abundantly clear. I can make mature, unpredictable connections between the text as a whole and the world around me 
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme appropriately clear. I can make logical, consistent connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I can make basic, accurate connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I struggle to make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I struggle to make connections between the text as a whole and the world around me that are helpful and/or accurate.


