PT4 = Partner Talking To The Text
Rationale: 
This activity blends a mode of thinking teachers wish to enable in students (metacognitive engagement in a text) and a mode of communication that students profusely enjoy (using informal language to pass notes in class or to comment on facebook).

Procedure:

1) Students sit in pairs with a given text (each student with their own copy of the text) and paper to record their thoughts (one recording paper per partnership).
2) Student begin reading the text and “talking to the text” as they read. 

3) As students begin to have insightful (or not so insightful) thoughts, they write them in “note” fashion to their partner. For example, “Hey Chelsea, can you believe Vic Frank is so obsessed?! OMG”
4) Then, they pass the note back and forth and engage in a dialogue with their partner about the text and their respective T4 notes. For example, “I know, right, give it a rest Big Vic. What does progeny mean?” “Not a clue, prolly something about the monster-it’s a noun.”

5) After a given time period, students turn in their informal, silent, written, metacognitive conversation.
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