The Scarlet Letter

Quiz #4 
Chapters 18-24
21 points 
Directions: Answer all questions thoroughly. 
1) “The scarlet letter was her passport into regions where other women dared not tread. Shame, Despair, Solitude! These had been her teachers…they had made her strong.” Why are “Shame, Despair, Solitude” capitalized? How is this quote true? How were these things her teachers? Explain one example from the text. (2)
2) “The child and the mother were estranged, but through Hester’s fault, not Pearl’s.” What did Hester do to be “estranged” from Pearl? In other words, why was Pearl hesitant to love her at this point in the text? Hint: later, the situation is resolved and Pearl said, “Now thou art my mother indeed! And I am thy little Pearl!” (1)
3) “No man, for any considerable time, can wear one face to himself, and another to the multitude, without finally getting bewildered as to which may be the true.” Who is the man in question? What are his two faces?  What does this quote mean? (Translate it into your won words) (3)
4) “That self was gone. Another man had returned out of the forest: a wiser one; with a knowledge of hidden mysteries which the simplicity of (his) former (self) could not have reached. A bitter kind of knowledge!” How did Dimmesdale change because of his visit in the forest with Hester and Pearl? What was he free of? How did this affect him? (2)
5)   “When the Black Man sees one of his own servants, signed and sealed, so shy of owning the bond (to him), as is the Reverend Mr. Dimmesdale, he hath a way of ordering matters so that the mark shall be (shown) in open daylight to the eyes of all the world!” What was Mistress Hibbins talking about when she said this? What did she mean? (1)
6) “Hester stood, statue-like, at the foot of the scaffold…an invisible magnetism in that spot, whence she dated the first hour of her ignominy…that her whole orb of life…was connected with this spot.” Why was Hester “frozen” here? What is this quote saying? (1) 
7) “The sainted minister in the church! The woman of the scarlet letter in the market-place! What imagination would have been irreverent enough to surmise that the same scorching stigma was on them both!” What is being said literally? What does stigma mean? (2)
8) During Dimmesdale’s speech, “it was his mission to foretell a high and glorious destiny for the newly gathered people of the Lord. But, through it all…there had been a certain deep, melancholy undertone of pathos, which could be interpreted as the natural regret of one soon to pass away.” How is Dimmesdale speaking? What is his tone? Who is the “one soon to pass away”? (2)
9) Roger said, “There was no place so secret (that) you could escape me (except) on this very scaffold!” What was Roger saying? (Translate) Think about the other two scaffold scenes in the novel; what does the scaffold represent in the text and how do you know? (2)
10) “That final word came with the minister’s final expiring breath.” Why did this happen biologically? Why did this happen emotionally? (2)
11) “Be true! Be true! Be true! Show freely to the world, if not your worst, yet some trait whereby the worst may be inferred!” What is Hawthorne saying here? Why/how might this be the theme of the text? (2)
12) Hester’s grave was, “near that old and sunken grave (of Arthur Dimmesdale), yet with a space between, as if the dust of the two sleepers had no right to mingle.” What is significant about the space between the two graves? Explain thoroughly. (1)
AP Reading Skills

	Learning Targets
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Depict and Cite Text Evidence 

CCS Reading 1, 2, 3
	I can make a text’s meaning abundantly clear through a thoughtful description of text events, mature inferences, and abundant, specific evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning appropriately clear through a description of text events, basic inferences, and satisfactory, clear evidence.
	I can make a text’s meaning clear through a basic description of text events, some inferences, and evidence that may be lacking in abundance or quality.
	I struggle to make a text’s meaning clear through a description of text events, inferences, and evidence. My evidence is either lacking, superficial, and/or inaccurate. 

	Analyze Author’s Craft

CCS Reading 4, 5, 6
	I can make it abundantly clear how specific text features create meaning, were a direct intent of the author and enhance a text. 
	I can make it appropriately clear how specific text features create meaning, were an author’s choice and are an important part of a text.
	I can make it clear how text features influence meaning, were reflection of the author and are a part of a text.
	I struggle to make it clear how text features are evident, contribute to meaning and/or were tools used specifically by the author.

	Evaluate Text as a Whole

CCS Reading 7, 8, 9
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme abundantly clear. I can make mature, unpredictable connections between the text as a whole and the world around me 
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme appropriately clear. I can make logical, consistent connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I can make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I can make basic, accurate connections between the text as a whole and the world around me.
	I struggle to make a text’s universality, effectiveness and/or theme clear. I struggle to make connections between the text as a whole and the world around me that are helpful and/or accurate.

	Determine meaning of 

unknown words using 

context clues, word 

parts & parts of speech.
	I can insightfully 
explain all examples 
of unfamiliar words 

accurately
	I can plainly explain 

several examples of

unfamiliar words 

relatively accurately
	I can mention some 
examples of 

unfamiliar words 

somewhat accurately
	I can partially identify 

a few examples of

unfamiliar words 

with some inaccuracies


