R.E.A.D. better
R = Retell the message of the text
What was said?
a. Find the main idea. This requires distinguishing between important, big ideas and minor, trivial details. What is the most commonly repeated or talked about subject? Examples: “Hamlet’s revenge” or “Egyptian pyramids”

b. What are some supporting details? What smaller ideas support the main idea? This requires identifying the supplemental specifics. Examples: “stabbing Claudius with the poison sword and making him drink poison” or “They were created in 481 B.C. and only four pyramids remain”
c. What are some words that you know and don’t know? Are there any vocabulary words that we practiced in class that appear in the passage? With which words are you unfamiliar? Use context clues, breaking the word down, or research to figure the word out. Examples: “foil” or “asymmetrical”
d. What relationships are there between ideas, conflicts or characters? How were conflicts introduced, developed or resolved? In what ways were new characters introduced or old characters eliminated? How did all characters grow and mature? In what order did crucial items occur? Examples: “Everyone died of poisoning” or “the pyramids were built by slaves and enjoyed by pharaohs” 
e. Summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize the events of the text. This requires putting the author’s words into your own words in a way that makes sense to you. Keep these English terms in mind to help you retell what you read: setting, point of view, antagonist, protagonist, type of conflict (man vs.) and climax. 

R.E.A.D. better
E = Evaluate the text
How was it said?
a. What kind of text is it? What genre is the text in? Is it fiction/nonfiction, novel/play/short story/article/poem/speech/essay, compare/contrast, evaluation, persuasive, expository? Categorize the text to get a reference point for what you are reading. Examples: “Nonfiction, expository article telling us about the details of an African tree frog” or “Fictional, narrative short story describing how a chief led his people through a war.” 
b. What physical, concrete structures does the author use? Are there charts, graphs, headings, subtitles, tables of contents, indexes, pictures and/or foot notes that aid meaning? How do they enhance the text’s significance? Example: “The map that shows the different colored areas of where the different kinds of frogs live make it clear to me because…” 
c. What abstract, literary techniques does the author use? Are there framing devices, foreshadowing, irony, metaphors, similes, personification, hyperbole, alliteration, allusions and/or satire that aid meaning? How do they enhance the text’s significance? Example: “Mary Shelley used Walton’s letters as a framing device to get her reader to understand point of view because…” 
d. Criticize the text. Evaluate the text. What works and does not work in the text? How are the choices in ideas, language and structure that the author makes effective or not? How did the author arrange the text in a way that made sense to you, or how did he/she fail at presenting the text well? If he/she failed, how should the text be fixed? Example: “The language describing the tree frogs was simple to understand, but the author should have added more pictures or humor to the text because…”
R.E.A.D. better
A = Author’s message

Why was it said?
a. What is the purpose of the text? Why was it written? What was the author thinking when he/she wrote it? Was it written for pleasure, for business, for entertainment, or persuasion? Did it accomplish its purpose? Examples: “The nonfiction, expository article about African tree frogs was written by someone who was probably getting paid to write the article for National Geographic; it was written to inform people who are reading it about the frog. The author did a good job of accomplishing his purpose because…” 
b. What are some repeating ideas or patterns? These are often called motifs and often lead to theme. What events, people or objects from the text exemplify these repetitions? What do these patterns indicate? Example: “Shakespeare often used deception, especially in his use of poisons and people in disguise. The repetitions of trickery and lying makes me, as the reader, think…”
c. Analyze the heart of the conflict. This is something the author wants you to think about. Who exactly “beat” who? Why did that character “win”? What message was the author trying to show by having the winner win in the manner that he/she/it did? Review section “R”  letter “e” for assistance. For nonfiction, was there a problem solved in the text? How and why? Example: “Because Hamlet killed his enemies, but died in the end, Shakespeare meant to say that…” 
d. Describe the author’s message. This is the theme. This is a complete sentence that is universal and applies to all people through all time periods. For fiction, this is the “moral” or “lesson” of the tale. For nonfiction, this is the text’s thesis. Example: “Don’t take things for granted” or “African frogs have adapted effectively for survival in the jungle.”
R.E.A.D. better
D = Describe the significance
So what?
a. How does this text relate to your life? What could this tale possibly have to do with a 21st century American high school student? Make a “text to me” connection. If it does not relate, why doesn’t it? Highlight events from your life that rationalize your claim. Examples: “I also have issues with my step-dad, so Hamlet and I…” or “I have no real connection to African tree frogs because…”
b. How does this text relate to the world? Think globally, insightfully and transformationally. Certainly consider the text’s relevance to you in present day America, but expand your vision as well. How is it relevant for the past, for people culturally different than you, for non-Americans? Make a “text to the world” connection. What universal ideas in the text have happened throughout history? What aspects of world culture are evident in the text? Example: “Hamlet’s pursuit of revenge was similar to how American sought revenge on Japan for Pearl Harbor because…”

c. Why should someone read this text? For which group of people is this text relevant? Would you recommend this text for a peer to read? Why or why not? Example: “Educated people who enjoy theatre should read Hamlet because…” and “I would not recommend this text for someone my age because…”

