Kite Runner Reading Quiz
“I hope you read.” (
1) “I became what I am today at the age of twelve…” Who said this opening line of the text? How do you as a reader learn the validity of this statement throughout the text? Evaluate the effectiveness of Hosseini’s choice of narration throughout the text.

2) Baba consistently advised, “There is only one sin, only one. And that is _________. Every other sin is a variation of (it).” What is this one sin? What is the most influential/significant way that Amir committed this sin?
3) Amir and Hassan are friends: True or False? Thoroughly justify your answer.

4) What is karma? Explain how one major character is a victim of karma and how a different major character benefits from it. 
5) Discuss the strength (or weakness) of self-imposed cultural customs in the text. How do cultural mores direct the characters’ actions?
6) Why is the book called The Kite Runner? Why did I underline it? What is the significance of the title? Create an alternative title for the text that accomplishes the same purpose that Hosseini intended for his text and justify your answer.

7) Why does Hosseini include frequent references to the slaughtering of sheep? How is this tale allegorical?

8) “I didn’t remember what month it was, or what year even. I only knew the memory lived in me, a perfectly encapsulated morsel of a good past, a brushstroke of color on the gray, barren canvas that our lives had become.” What time period in Amir’s life is he describing? How do you know? Explain one authorship technique that Hosseini used in this passage and evaluate its effectiveness.

9) Why did Baba’s character change so dramatically once he lived in America?

10) “America was a river, roaring along, unmindful of the past. I would wade into this river and let my sins drown to the bottom, let the waters carry me to someplace far. Someplace with no ghosts, no memories and no sins. If for nothing else, for that, I __________ America.” Who said this? Justify his exaltation. What word might fit in the blank? Why?

11)  What is ironic about General Taheri telling Amir, “…what happens in a few days, sometimes even in a single day, can change the course of a lifetime.” Cite a quote from the text to support your answer.

12)  Analyze how Hosseini is being an author in the following passage: “And I could almost feel the emptiness in Soraya’s womb…It had seeped into our marriage, that emptiness, into our laughs, and our lovemaking. And late at night, in the darkness of our room, I’d feel it rising from Soraya and settling between us. Sleeping between us. Like a newborn child.”
13)  “I’m thirty-eight years old and I’ve just found out my whole life is one big f***ing lie!...The signs had been there for me to see all along.” What were some of the signs? Why was he lied to?
14)  “WHAT’S SO FUNNY?!” “What was so funny was that, for the first time since the winter of 1975, I felt at peace…I’d even been looking forward to this…I hadn’t been happy and I hadn’t felt better, not at all (all that time). But I did now...I felt healed. Healed at last. I laughed.” What is literally happening in the novel in this quote? How is Amir a dynamic character? What does dynamic mean?  
15)  What is ironic about the use of the slingshot in the final fight scene?

16) “…it was all a way of redeeming himself. And that, I believe, is what true redemption is, Amir jan, when guilt leads to good.” What does “jan” mean? Who wrote this to Amir? Who is the “himself”? In what way was Amir redeemed according to this sentiment? Cite another character in a text of literary merit that was redeemed in a similar manner.

17) Who is the kite runner in The Kite Runner at the very end f the text? How do you know? Why is this significant to author’s message?
18) Design an intuitive, thoughtful question that might appear on this quizzical. Answer it thoroughly. 

