Reading Skills Rubric

What was said? What was the author really trying to say? 

Fiction: What was the theme? Nonfiction: what was the thesis?

Three nouns that are examples of the “big ideas” of the text, at least one of which is in “quotes,” 
because it is a verbatim quote from the text:
________________________
_________________________        ______________________

Write a grammatically perfect one sentence summary of the text:

Draw a picture/symbol/logo/icon of the text’s main idea:
	                Skill
	              4.0
	              3.0
	            2.0
	                 1.0

	Determine main ideas, 
central themes, primary arguments
	Insightfully explain 
the author’s “big 

picture” accurately
	Plainly explain the 

author’s “big picture” 

relatively accurately
	Mention the 

author’s “big picture” 

somewhat accurately
	Partially identify the 

author’s “big picture” with
some inaccuracies


What was said? How did the author use details to make the main idea clear? 

Fiction: What were the plot details and character development? 
Nonfiction: What facts, specifics and details did the author use to prove his/her thesis?

Three nouns that are examples of the “specific details” of the text, at least one of which is in “quotes,”
because it is a verbatim quote from the text:

______________________________
___________________________   ___________________________

Draw a chart or graph or picture of how specific details demonstrate the text’s main idea. Draw a visual that demonstrates how the main ideas and details related: Venn diagram, flow chart, web, metaphorical picture, etc

	                Skill
	              4.0
	              3.0
	            2.0
	                 1.0

	Determine minor ideas, supporting details, and supplemental examples
	Insightfully explain 
all examples of

the author’s specifics accurately
	Plainly explain 
several examples of

the author’s specifics relatively accurately
	Mention some 
examples of the 

author’s specifics 
somewhat accurately
	Partially identify 
a few examples of

the author’s specifics with 
some inaccuracies


How was it said? How did the author make specific choices to create a desired effect in the reader’s mind? How did he/she “paint the picture”?

Fiction: What literary devices and narration techniques did the author use? 

Nonfiction: How did the author arrange the information? How did the author use quotes, statistics and/or charts/graphs to more effectively prove his/her thesis?

Three adverbs that describe how exactly the author “painted the picture.”

____________________________
______________________________
____________________________

Two examples of specific authorship tricks, approaches or devices that the author used to express the message

	Approach, Strategy, Literary Device
	Words from the text that show it
	Effect on the text and reader

	Metaphor
	“Heaven’s eye shined brightly”
	Puts an accurate picture of the sun’s power in the reader’s mind.

	Quote from a scientist
	“90% of the animals were harmed”
	Adds authenticity to the text’s argument

	
	
	

	
	
	


	SKILL
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Determine the “How it was said” structure, P.O.V., & author’s craft. 
	Insightfully explain 

all examples of

the author’s craft accurately
	Plainly explain 

several examples of

the author’s craft relatively accurately
	Mention some 
examples of the 

author’s craft 

somewhat accurately
	Partially identify 

a few examples of

the author’s craft with 

some inaccuracies


So what? What does this have to do with your life, other texts & the world around you? Explain ways that this text is similar to/different than & better/worse than other texts, the world & your life. 
This text is similar/different than my life because…


(circle one)

This text is similar/different than other texts I have read because…



(circle one)

This text is similar/different than something I know from history because…



(circle one)
	SKILL
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Read texts independently

and make connections
	Strong, mature connections between the text, the world and the reader’s life.
	Clear, obvious connections between the text, the world and the reader’s life
	Partial, incomplete connections between the text, the world and/or the reader’s life.
	Zero and/or inaccurate connections between the text, the world and/or the reader’s life.


