How to work a quote into a body paragraph


Topic (bread) sentence. Restate the topic sentence idea. Explain how this example proves the thesis. Connect the quote to the example; let the reader know that the following quote will be a word for word testimony of the example. Blend the quote to make it sound as if it is your words. “Quote” (www.procon.org). Directly refer to and explain the quote. Describe/explain how this quote is an example of the thesis; connect to the thesis; “HOW.” Reminding (bread) sentence. 

Example


Throughout literature, climbing hills is a dangerous practice that leads to disastrous circumstances. (topic sentence) Hill climbing facilitates many pitfalls for adventurers and does so in Goose’s tragedy, “Jack and Jill.” (restate topic sentence). In “Jack and Jill,” Jack stumbled and collapsed as a result of climbing up this hill. This was a painful result of a character in a text attempting to reach lofty heights. If Jack were to travel a flat prairie country side, he would not have encountered such perilous topography. (explain how example proves the thesis) With her own words, Goose’s simplistic diction makes these dangers clear in the climax of her tale. (connect the quote to the example) “Jack fell down and broke his crown” (Goose 12). (quote) Clearly, breaking one’s crown is a disastrous circumstance. (directly explain the quote) As Jack injured his head, he faced a less than desirable situation. The pain in Jack’s head, the tormenting ridicule of his peers that followed and the guilt from seeing his partner fall as well, all were pejorative consequences of Jack climbing his hill. (connect to thesis) Therefore, as seen by Jack in “Jack and Jill,” attempting to surmount a hill leads to catastrophic circumstances. (concluding sentence)   
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