Reviews of The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

1) Khaled Hosseini’s first novel, The Kite Runner, was nothing short of a cultural phenomenon. First published in hardcover by Riverhead Books in 2003, it was hailed by critics as “haunting” (The New York Times), “among the best-written and provocative stories of the year so far” (Denver Post), “extraordinary” (People), and “powerful” (The Washington Post Book World). It became a number-one New York Times bestseller and has already spent more than 105 weeks on the New York Times paperback fiction bestseller list, with more than 4 million copies in print in this country and 8 million worldwide. An international bestseller, it has been published in thirty-four countries. The Kite Runner won the Borders Original Voices Award in the fiction category and the American Place Theatre’s Literature to Life Award; was named a Best Book of 2003 by Entertainment Weekly and the San Francisco Chronicle; and was an American Library Association Notable Book. It was also selected for more than thirty city and community reading programs throughout the United States. A DreamWorks and Paramount film based on the novel is currently in production.
2) USA Today = Colleges, from Michigan State and Rutgers to Villanova and Duke, have put the book on the summer reading list for incoming freshmen. http://www.usatoday.com/life/books/news/2005-04-18-kite-runner_x.htm 
3) www.vocabulary.com = A high school recommended book, The Kite Runner written by Khaled Hosseini, gives the student the opportunity to learn SAT-college prep vocabulary in context. We have selected 78 words to encourage study.  

4) University of Alabama at Birmingham = It has topped the prestigious New York Times Bestseller List and received stellar reviews from major newspaper and media outlets across the country. The power of its story has earned it merit as one of the Top 10 books for campus reading by the New York Times. Those, says Marilyn Kurata, director of core curricular enhancement, are but some of the reasons that make Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner the perfect choice to be this year’s UAB Discussion Book. “This selection is most significant,” Kurata says, “because of the universality of the book’s themes.” http://main.uab.edu/sites/provost/articles/94161/ 

5) Southwestern College, in California = This year's College Book is The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini. The essay is to be written on this topic: “What does the kite symbolize for Amir and his country at the beginning of the book, how does it change throughout, and what does it mean at the end?” 
6) La Crosse County Library in Wisconsin = “If you’re on the lookout for a good read in the near future, may I suggest The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini.  This book is fictional, however it reads in a very non-fictional fashion. The Kite Runner is this year’s READ 1 Book that will be featured at many of your local libraries, so watch for book discussions, displays and programs of interest relative to this book.  (http://www.lacrossecountylibrary.com/book_reviews.html)

In Kite Runner, and in a few texts that we will read throughout the AP year (Bless Me, Ultima; Catch 22; 1984), there are adult plot situations and instances of adult language. At no time do I wish a student to be exposed to something that he, she or a respective family, is not comfortable with. All of the texts in the AP class have appeared on the AP exam and address relevant issues to young adult lives and are considered “of literary merit.” If at any time a student is uncomfortable with a text, they can request an alternative assignment with no consequence.
