What in the name of Stankonia is Romanticism?

· Romanticism is a literary movement, a belief system and a way that artists expressed themselves. It is a theme, a mood, a way of thinking and creating. 
· Romanticism is not romantic in the popular, Hallmark, flowers and candy sense. The philosophy expressed in the writings we will read and discuss are described as Romantic with a capital “R” and those items with are love-infected are described as romantic with a lower case “r”.
· Romanticism is liberalism in literature: It is freeing of the writer from the restraints rules, suggesting individualism, which was prompted by the practice of revolutionary political ideas.
· It expresses predominance of imagination over reason, formal rules, fact and the actual. 
· It expresses psychological desire to escape from unpleasant realities.
· It sees the individual as the center of life, making literature a valuable way of expressing unique feelings and particular attitudes.
· It values portraying experiences, no matter how incomplete or fragmented they are, more than it values adherence to completeness, unity and the guidelines of the genre. 
· It seeks to find the absolute and the ideal by transcending the actual.
· Before the time period there was the Enlightenment that encouraged reason and logic, as the scientific method was founded. In literature, often called Renaissance literature, religious, righteous men preached their “correct” Christian ideas in complex language usage and verse. Also, atheism (no God) or deism (One true God) was expressed; meaning, there is not a God or there is only one God: MY God. Romanticism was a POLAR REACTION to this mentality.
· Romanticism in my words:
Significant Facets

Nature

Romanticism expressed idea that nature is from a divine source; it is God’s work, the “living garment of God.” It expressed the idea that nature is the revelation of truth. It expressed the idea that nature is a solace; it is comforting, soothing and healing. It expressed nature as moving man to a state of emotional satisfaction; it is sublime. It expressed nature as cathartic, it literally pulls emotions and physical reactions to these emotions out of man. It expressed nature as a power over man; it is greater than man and therefore man should not control it. It expressed the idea that nature is a more suitable subject in literature than anything made by man. It expressed enthusiasm for the wild, irregular and grotesque (distortions/manipulations of the natural to the point of absurdity, ugliness or bizarre, such as gargoyles) in nature.

Underprivileged

Romanticism idealized rural life. It expressed interest in human rights and urged for equality of all people. It expressed sympathy with the humble, poor, common man. It expressed sympathy for orphans, physically disabled, and (innocent) children.

Antidisestablishmentarianism  

This idea means going against the grain, superseding restrictions, fighting against orthodoxy, healthy revolt, rebellion, radical individualism, questioning authority and stems from the Romantic idea that the mind is the creator of the world it perceives, not a product of the surrounding universe. The writings of the Romantics did not adhere to rules as much as previous writers. They were more concerned with message than how it is presented. Romantic poets regarded poetry as an imitation of human life, “a mirror held up to nature” that should instruct and please the reader. They said that poetry started from and within the expression of emotion.  

Love
Monogamy was seen as restrictive, so more people became “hunters and gatherers” rather than stay home “farmers.” Arranged marriages began to be looked at as restrictive. To adhere to this belief, many Romantic poets had several affairs and/or lived with their lovers in non-conventional arrangements.

Religion 
Organized religions were seen as “the man.” The rules of the church were seen as inhibiting one’s belief system. Specifically, the views were seen as restricting and dictating over such a personal topic as morality. Romantics focused more on one’s personal relationship with God, regardless of how this relationship was formed, rather than hopefully reaching God through the church’s established way of seeking Him. 

Individualism 
Before this time, in politics, morality, intellect and art, society did not strive to approach the extremes, but rather it operated within the logical parameters that had been set up by those before them. In fact, many writers wrote how pride was pejorative to the progress of man. The Romantic age was an age of revolutionary hope where philosophers and writers had high expectations of the capabilities of man. Before this time, the desire to exceed human limitations was seen as a sin, now this is glorified. The mind was no longer something that reacted to the established universe around them, but instead was a separate entity that created a reality of those items it encountered.
How do your current views of the universe agree or disagree 
with the Romantic view of the universe?
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Go back and amend your definition of Romanticism on the front of this sheet.[image: image1.jpg]
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