We already know that parody is a humorous, exaggerated performance that is a caricature of another performance designed to entertain. Satire is similar with one important difference. In short, satire is a witty, critical commentary on society, in order to cause change. Metaphorically, parody is Chris Farley’s “Matt Foley” character, and satire is a John Stewart monologue. 
-Definitions:

1) A genre of persuasive writing or art which makes fun of the status quo, but ultimately is suggesting reform of some sort of problem in society. 

2) A way of conveying serious criticism of people, institutions and society by wit and irony in order to improve the object of the attack. 

3) Making fun of a social aspect that you want to change in a clever, funny way.

-Objectives:

1) To change people or institutions using humor.

2) To measure reality against and ideal.

3) To blend destructiveness and humor.

4) To discuss current events or people. 

5) To have free reign over all subjects.

-Devices:

1) Absurdity = logical extremes, ridiculousness

2) Exaggeration = making things smaller or larger than they actually are. Example: Drawing a cartoon character’s head disproportionably large. Example: hyperbole or exaggerated numerical language.

3) Understatement = making less of a subject rather than more; this is the opposite of hyperbole.

4) Wit = humorous word play (usually puns) which appeals to the intellect rather than the emotions.

5) Irony = tension between what is expected and what actually happens. All satire is ironic, but not all irony is satirical. Satire must have humor that has an edge, but not all irony is humorous. 

Difficulties:

1) Topical = refers to a time period. Without a base of knowledge about the time period, it is difficult to “get” to humor.

2) Misread = Many people take satire literally and are confused or repulsed by the harsh criticism. 

Types:

1) Universal Satire = the themes and objects criticized are applicable to any time period. Example: Satire that criticizes organized religion. 

2) Topical Satire = the themes and objects criticized are applicable to a specific time period. Example = Revolutionary War cartoons of King George or political figure cartoons.

In groups of your choosing, your task is to create a three act satirical play. You will turn in a script for your play complete with a creative cover, stage directions, dramatis personae, monologues, soliloquies and dialogue. As it is a three act play, it should have a clear beginning, middle and end. Use costumes (and props) wear appropriate (pretty witty pun huh?). The issue which you are satirizing must be blatantly clear through your use of multiple examples of the satirical devices described above. You may bring in a video presentation of the play on the due date (Mr. Foster has flip video cameras to borrow if needed) or you may perform the play live to the class on the due date. Record one metacognitive thought about this assignment below. 

Self-graded Satirical Play Rubric

__________/10
Performance (in which all group members play active roles) effectively and clearly incorporates all dramatic elements listed in the assignment description: dialogue, monologues, soliloquies and meaningful stage movement. Written script effectively incorporates dramatic elements listed in the assignment description: meaningful stage directions, dramatis personae, and a creative cover with title and art work.

__________/20
Performance (in which all group members play active roles) effectively and clearly “answers the question.” It is obvious which issue is being satirized. The authors’ stance on the issue is clear. The audience is convinced that the authors’ position is true and is compelled to pursue the issue beyond merely watching the performance. Multiple aspects of the issue are criticized: financial, global, spiritual, logical, emotional, etc.

__________/10
Performance (in which all group members play active roles) effectively and clearly incorporates multiple satirical devices listed in the assignment description: absurdity, wit, sarcasm, hyperbole, understatement, irony, etc. Performance may be entirely topical and specific to present day Armada, may be entirely universal and applicable to any culture, or may include both topical and universal elements. 

__________/40
Total

Group’s self-evaluation:
Foster-graded Satirical Play Rubric

__________/10
Performance (in which all group members play active roles) effectively and clearly incorporates all dramatic elements listed in the assignment description: dialogue, monologues, soliloquies and meaningful stage movement. Written script effectively incorporates dramatic elements listed in the assignment description: meaningful stage directions, dramatis personae, and a creative cover with title and art work.

__________/20
Performance (in which all group members play active roles) effectively and clearly “answers the question.” It is obvious which issue is being satirized. The authors’ stance on the issue is clear. The audience is convinced that the authors’ position is true and is compelled to pursue the issue beyond merely watching the performance. Multiple aspects of the issue are criticized: financial, global, spiritual, logical, emotional, etc.

__________/10
Performance (in which all group members play active roles) effectively and clearly incorporates multiple satirical devices listed in the assignment description: absurdity, wit, sarcasm, hyperbole, understatement, irony, etc. Performance may be entirely topical and specific to present day Armada, may be entirely universal and applicable to any culture, or may include both topical and universal elements. 

__________/40
Total

Group Members:

Foster Comments:

