Dear Governor Snyder,
In these tough economic times, schools are hurting. And yes, everyone in Michigan is hurting right now financially, but why aren’t we protecting schools? Schools are the one place on Earth that people look to “fix” what is wrong with society by educating our youth and preparing them to take on the issues that society has created.

One solution I believe we must do is take a look at our corrections system in Michigan. We rank nationally at the top in the number of people we incarcerate. We also spend the most money per prisoner annually than any other state in the union. Now, I like to be at the top of lists, but this is one ranking that I don’t believe Michigan wants to be on top of.

Consider the life of a Michigan prisoner. They get three square meals a day. Access to free health care. Internet. Cable television. Access to a library. A weight room. Computer lab. They can earn a degree. A roof over their heads. Clothing. Everything we just listed we DO NOT provide to our school children.

This is why I’m proposing to make my school a prison. The State of Michigan spends annually somewhere between $30,000 and $40,000 per prisoner, yet we are struggling to provide schools with $7,000 per student. I guess we need to treat our students like they are prisoners, with equal funding. Please give my students three meals a day. Please give my children access to free health care. Please provide my school district Internet access and computers. Please put books in my library. Please give my students a weight room so we can be big and strong. We provide all of these things to prisoners because they have constitutional rights. What about the rights of youth, our future?!

Please provide for my students in my school district the same way we provide for a prisoner. It’s the least we can do to prepare our students for the future...by giving our schools the resources necessary to keep our students OUT of prison.

Respectfully submitted,

Nathan Bootz, Superintendent, Ithaca Public Schools

Guided Highlighted Read

Paragraph #1

1) Highlight the phrase that best indicates the verb tense of the article = “now” = present tense
2) Highlight the phrase that best indicates the narrative point of view of the article = “we” = first person plural
3) Highlight two proper nouns = Michigan, Earth

Paragraph #2

1) Highlight the verb that the author used to mean “put in jail” = “incarcerate”
2) Highlight adverb that the author used to mean “per year” = “annually”
3) Highlight the sentence fragments that the author used to convey a list = discuss he could have used a colon and commas. 

Paragraph #3

1) Highlight the thesis of the entire letter = This is why I’m proposing to make my school a prison.
2) Highlight the way that the author used parallelism to emphasize his point = “Please (verb) my”

3) Highlight the author’s proposed plan for keeping students out of prison = “giving the students necessary resources”
After guided highlighted read:

1) Discuss what students found shocking about this article.

2) Discuss how this is satire; cite SNL parody vs. Daily Show satire examples

3) Students write a RAFT with the following RAFT choices. Possible Roles: student, teacher, parent, principal, superintendent, Governor. Possible Audiences: President, governor, parents, teachers, principals. Possible Formats: letter, essay, news article, comic strip, face book post, email, multiple tweets. Tone has to be satirical, or sardonic, or facetious. 
4) Rubric is below

	Common Core Standard
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Standard American English Control

CCS Language #1 & 2
	Advanced use of 

Standard American 

English conventions
	Sufficient control over 

Standard American 

English
	Inconsistent or partial 

control over Standard 

American English
	Multiple miscues 

in SAE; errors distract 

from meaning

	Effective Word Choice

CCS Language #3
	Artistic diction by using

specific, mature 

Word choice and syntax
	Satisfactory & consistent
diction by using 

specific words
	Inconsistent
diction by using 

vague words 
	Poor diction by using 

Inaccurate, immature, 

and/or weak words

	Produce writing that is appropriate/effective

CCS Writing #4
	Text is a satire

thoroughly addresses 

the topic & connects to  

the intended audience.
	Text is a satire

addresses the topic & 

works for the intended 

audience.
	Text is a satire

partially addresses the 

topic & partially works 

for the audience.
	Text is not a satire

or doesn’t address the topic 

and/or doesn’t fit the 

intended audience.

	Write informative texts

CCS Writing #2
	Fully developed 

RAFT that engages 

the reader effectively.
	Clearly developed 

RAFT that engages 

the reader.
	Partially developed 

RAFT that partially 

engages the reader 
	Under developed 

RAFT that fails to 

engage the reader

	Write strong 

arguments

CCS Writing #1
	Specific evidence 

supports strong 

arguments
	Clear arguments are explained using 

obvious evidence
	Some arguments are 

illogical and/or lack 

support from evidence
	Arguments are confusing 

and/or not supported 

with evidence


