1984
Quizzical #1, Section I, 32 points total
1) Explain five specific, concrete plot events that exemplify Big Brother as “the man.” 5
2) Define (and label the part of speech) for each underlined word from its context: 3
a. Every sound you made was over heard…every movement scrutinized.
b. (There was a) terrible book…which Goldstein was the author and which circulated clandestinely.
c. …the hunting-down of spies, saboteurs, thought-criminals, and traitors generally. 
3) What is “doublethink”? Define it. What purpose does it serve in the novel? Cite at least one specific example. 2
4) When writing in his diary, what authorship trick did Winston use? How do you know? Hint: Hemingway, James Joyce and Joseph Heller used the same one. 1
5) How are the “Two Minutes of Hate” similar to the American sentiment on 9-12-01 concretely and abstractly? 2
6) Why is it ironic that Winston described Goldstein as, “(His face) resembled the face of a sheep, and the voice, too, had a sheep-like quality”? 1
7) Winston thought, “It was not by making yourself heard but by staying sane that you carried on the human heritage.” How does Big Brother control the masses? 1
8) “If the Party could thrust its hand into the past and say of this or that event, it never happened-that, surely, was more terrifying than mere torture and death.” Why is this true? Make a connection to present day America. 2
9) What is Newspeak in Oceania? How is this a logical (and almost accurate) Orwellian prediction? How does the evolution and function of Newspeak as a concrete entity mimic the abstract philosophy of the members of the Outer Party? 3
10) “Always in your stomach and in your skin there was a sort of protest, a feeling that you had been cheated of something that you had a right to.” How does Orwell express this message in his text? Cite one specific example. 1
11) How specifically did Big Brother control sex acts? Why did he concern himself with this seemingly unimportant aspect of society? 2
12) “If there is hope, it lies in the proles…Until they become conscious they will never rebel, and until after they have rebelled they cannot become conscious.” Why is it ironic that Winston places hope in the proles? Explain the paradox in the second part of the quote. 2
13) “Perhaps a lunatic was simply a minority of one.” How does Winston contemplate perception determining reality? 1
14)  What does Winston’s coral paperweight symbolize? How do you know? Consider where it is bought and kept. 1
15) “In moments of crisis, one is never fighting against an external enemy, but always against one’s own body.” Cite how Winston’s statement is true in another text of literary merit. 1
16) “Like a leaden knell the words came back to him: WAR IS PEACE, FREEDOM IS SLAVERY, IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH.” Why did Orwell choose the adjective “leaden” and the noun “knell” to end section one? Explain his authorship. 2
