Cooperative Sonnet Assignment
· With a partner, choose a new Shakespearean sonnet to analyze and memorize. You cannot choose sonnets 18, 43, 91, 94, 130 or any from the sonnet packet I gave you.

· You and your partner will need to recite the sonnet from memory with an appropriate and accurate pentameter, syllabication, denotation and connotation. If the line is a question, recite it as a question would sound. Do not present Shakespeare’s words in a way that he did not intend. However, you want to arrange which partner says how much of the sonnet aloud is your choice. However, it needs to be abundantly clear that both students have memorized and mastered the text.  _________/ 10 points
· Explain the sonnet’s main focus, idea, problem or thematic approach. Give the abstract “gist” of the sonnet. In addition, highlight how the couplet summarizes, reinforces or “swerves” this central focus. _________/ 10 points
· Elaborate how each quatrain is an extension of the primary idea. How is each quatrain a different aspect of the major tenet of the piece? If the poem is about “red,” one quatrain might be about “maroon,” another about “pink,” and another about “auburn.” _________/ 10 points
· Think about the presentation as a presentation to a board of directors that will decide if your proposal is worth pursuing. You need to be masters of the content and be able to answer any and all questions they might have about your plan/sonnet. One way to make this happen is to reveal one literary device in your sonnet, then have your audience try to identify the rest, then “fill in the blanks” where your audience may be lacking. This will show your mastery of the text. _________/ 10 points

· You will not need to any visual aids for this assignment as your words need to serve the function of visual aids. You can either pass out copies of your sonnet or use the ELMO for assistance. An underlying element of this presentation is that you will keep your audience engaged as you give them information. Your audience needs to pay attention to the words coming out of your mouth and gather meaningful meaning from your recitation: keep a balance between informative formality and engaging colloquiality, have a “planted” audience member, start with a joke, “pass the ball,”. Think about how you will keep your bf/gf, coworkers, boss, parents, etc. interested in what you have to say.  _________/ 10 points
· Total = _________/ 50 points
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