Leah Monfette

13043 Gilbert Rd. 

Memphis MI, 48041
May 28, 2013

Lea Monfette

The address of wherever I am to be living in ten years. 
Dear twenty-seven year old self,

I'm writing this letter to remind myself ten years from this day where I believe the origin of human’s actions come from in life.  I believe that a person’s character inside them is what determines their actions (clear thesis). This letter will explain where I stand on human’s character and the actions that follow from their character. I will also explain the viewpoint that is taken on this subject from other people who believe that people’s actions come from the environment around them and the situations they are put into during the course of their life. Human’s actions are determined not by the situations that they are put into or the environment that they are in, but human’s actions are determined by the character inside of them. 

 Character is not something physical that a person can see like a heart beating, but it is something that can be understood and represented by the actions of a person. It was once said that the actions of people come from the overflow of that person’s character. Character never takes a hiatus (vocab); it is something that defines a person in decent times and wicked times no matter the situation or the environment. Although I would like to remind myself that humans are not perfect and the actions that they take may not be the correct ones, but nevertheless they are their choices. The argument that a person’s actions are defined by their character inside is seen in many different texts. 
In the text, Lord of the Flies, it can be clearly inferred that a person’s actions is determined based on their character.  Many people say that the environment and situation affected the boy’s actions in the Lord of the Flies to become savage; however, it can be clearly seen at the beginning of the book that the boy’s characters basically have the same intent as the beginning, but only more intensely. For example, at the beginning of the book Ralph said “’Jack’s in charge of the choir. They can be – what do you want them to be?’ And Jack replied without hesitation ‘Hunters’” (Golding 25). (specific text reference with MLA documentation) This shows that Jack from the very beginning wanted to be a hunter—savagery. Although he did not become a complete savage at that time, he then made choices based on that character that caused him to become savage. In the end Jack became savage based on his character not the environment. Another point that could be made is the fact that Ralph and Jack were both put into the same situation and environment, but Ralph did not become savage to the intensity of Jack. The people who believe that the environment and the situations that people are in changes their actions would then suppose that the two boys would react in the same way. As seen in the book though the boys did not react in the same way, which defends my argument that both boys made a choice to become either civil or savage through their own character. (connecting example from the text to the thesis)
In addition, how a person’s actions are based on their character can be seen in other texts such as the article “Extreme war stresses to blame in Marine urination video?” In this article people were discussing the video that was uploaded to YouTube with Marines urinating on fallen enemies. In this article it was said by Phillip Cave, an attorney in Washington D.C., who defends service members in court-martial proceedings, “It might be there is more going on, but nobody has put it on the Internet”(Black). (specific text reference with MLA documentation) This shows that the only reason that this issue is a big deal is because of the fact that it’s on the internet, but whether they did it or whether they did it and posted it they still did it. To some people who believe that the environment that a person is put into chooses their actions, this can be seen as a way to cope with stress, but a Marine official who has been in combat and put under more stress stated “Still, combat stress is no excuse for the behavior”(Black). (specific text reference with MLA documentation)  There have been people in combat who have gone through stress and death and have somehow managed not to urinate on their enemies. Is this because they were in a better situation? Somehow I can image people being in worse situations, so that must mean that the decision that those men made by urinating on their enemies must have come from their inner character. (connecting example from the text to the thesis)
One other text that shows the fact that human’s actions are a result of their character is an article called “The two human natures.” This article talks about the fact that when there is nothing stopping human nature from reverting back to their natural state than human nature will revert back to their natural state or character. For example, it is stated in the article “Human nature… waiting to erupt whenever the lights go out and the law is interrupted”(Zaki). (specific text reference with MLA documentation) This is a quote from the article that clearly states that everyone’s actions are determined by their character and when no one is looking that is when their true character is shown. In almost common sense it is noticed that a person can fake their character when people are looking, but they cannot change their character. Thus their character no matter seen or unseen will determine a person’s actions.  Although this article does state that individuals have an influence on people’s actions, it also states that the actions are still coming from that person’s character. No matter the situation a person’s character will determine their actions. (connecting example from the text to the thesis)
In the end there will be people who believe in the fact that actions are determined on their environment and situations and there will be people who believe in the fact that inner character determines people’s actions. I could give example after example and explain everything in infinite detail, but if everyone stopped and looked around at the decisions that are made every day by people then they would realize that actions are determined based on a person’s character. If everyone looked around they would see someone put in a problematic situation and react with grace because that is their character and then they will turn around and see someone put in the exact situation and react in a dreadful way; these two polar opposite reactions happen because actions are determined by a person’s character. (final conclusion to synthesize the entire letter, address the audience and answer the question)
I’m sure that even in ten years from now I will still stand holding this belief because I know from personal experiences that my character, whether accurate or erroneous, has determined my actions. Through these ten years I will have seen more examples of how people’s actions are determined by their character and have an even more concrete stance on this issue. In case I falter from this belief in ten years from now it is my hope that this will be a reminder to me of what I once believed and reaffirm this belief in my life. (projection into the future, which is above and beyond what the assignment asked)
Sincerely my seven-teen year old self,

Lea Monfette

Leamonfette@nvermind.com  
