Common Core Performance Task

11th Grade “Order out of Chaos”
The purpose of this assessment is to determine how well you can establish and support a claim about a specific topic. To start, you will brainstorm how order is made from chaos in Lord of the Flies, read an article about the issue and brainstorm again, then find at least one additional resource that discusses the issue, brainstorm again, and take a position. Then, you arrange key details from all three texts in a meaningful way by completing graphic organizers (two column charts). You must support your analysis of the texts in your graphic organizers with relevant information from all of the source materials. Then, you will draft and revise your persuasive letter. Your score will be based on the following criteria:

1) Position-Did you take a clear position on the issue?

2) Comprehensiveness-Did you use information from all three sources to support claims or counter claims?

3) Support-Did you support your position with accurate and relevant information?

4) Organization-Did you organize your ideas in a logical and effective manner so that your audience can understand and follow your thinking?

5) Clarity and Fluency-Did you express your ideas clearly and fluently using your own words?

6) Did you edit for grammar, usage, and mechanics?

Philosophers debate the nature of humanity: do humans predominantly act according to their own nature or are their actions determined by outside forces, such as society and authority figures? Some philosophers state that a person’s values, attitudes, morals, and beliefs dictate his/her actions, regardless of outside forces. Other minds think that humans’ behavior is completely contingent upon outside forces: is there an authority figure “watching,” are there immediate consequences to his/her actions, will society “see” what the person is doing? In your opinion, what determines a person’s actions: the character that is inside him/her, or the environment in which they exist? You will brainstorm how this idea is explored in Lord of the Flies, read the text below, find an article on your own, and take a position on the issue. Using information from all three texts, you must write a letter to yourself 10 years in the future that explains your position with specific evidence of support from all three texts. 

At the end of Day Two, you will need to turn in the following documents (1-5). Please staple them in the following order:

1) Demonstration of reading learning targets and graphic organizer chart of ideas from all of the texts. This compilation is pages 3, 6, and 7 of this document. 
2) Final draft of your letter. This letter fulfills the requirements of the assignment, specifically addresses all items on the rubric below and is an example of your best work. 
3) The self-graded rubric below. Mr. Foster will also grade your performance using the rubric below. This is your summative assessment of these learning targets. You ticket to “retake” this assessment is successful completion of all formative assessments that can be found at armadafoster.weebly.com(English 11C( Lord of the Flies( Assessments
4) A meaningful reflection about this summative assessment that is written at the bottom of the rubric on this page. Address the following topics: what are your thoughts about standards based grading? How was this summative assessment a successful or poor picture of your ability to perform all of the learning targets? What aspects of how Mr. Foster grades would you want to keep and/or change? 

Producing Standards

	LEARNING TARGET
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Previous Feedback:

	

	Produce writing that is 

appropriate, effective, 

accomplishes a task, 

complete, & addresses a 

specific audience
	I can show superb accuracy 
in addressing my audience.
My product goes beyond 
the requirements: pictures, 

video, nuance, etc. 
	I can show proficiency in 

addressing my audience. 
My product met all of the

requirements: chart, 

editing, citations, etc.
	I can only show partial 
accuracy in addressing my audience. I had weakness 
in a few of the 

requirements. 
	I had obvious inaccuracies

in addressing my audience.
I had weaknesses in 
multiple requirements. I require 

teacher assistance to do this. 

	Common Core Standards:
	Writing: W4, W5, W10

	Previous Feedback:

	

	Produce writing that 

follows convention: 

accurate grammar, 
punctuation, & mechanics
	I can display an advanced 

use of Standard American 

English grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I can display a sufficient 

control over Standard 

American English grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I can only display an 

inconsistent or partial 

control over grammar, 

punctuation & mechanics.
	I have multiple miscues 

in grammar, punctuation 

& mechanics; my errors 
distracted from meaning

	Common Core Standards:
	Writing: W1d, W2e Language: L1a, L1b, L2, L3

	Previous Feedback:

	

	Produce writing that expresses my ideas artistically: clear, precise diction & mature syntax 
	I can use artistic & 
accurate  authorship 
through specific, mature 
word choice and syntax.
	I can use satisfactory & 

consistent authorship by 
using specific words & 

syntax.
	I can only use 

inconsistent authorship 
by using vague words  and 
basic, predictable syntax.
	I can only use poor 
authorship by using 
inaccurate, immature, 
weak words & syntax.

	Common Core Standards:
	Writing: W1c, W2d Language: L6


Lord of the Flies
One sentence summary of the text:
Golding’s intent, author’s universal message, theme of the text: (maybe read p. 204)
Justify the theme you wrote above with the most important examples of author’s craft:

	Based on your reading of Lord of the Flies, list the most important arguments, or points of view, presented to support the idea that humans’ actions are determined without influence from outside forces. Also, list the evidence of each argument.

	Arguments for “actions alone”
	Supporting Evidence

	
	

	Based on your reading of Lord of the Flies, list the most important arguments, or points of view, presented to support the idea that humans’ actions are determined by the influence from outside forces. Also, list the evidence of each argument.

	Arguments for “actions from society”
	Supporting Evidence

	
	

	Previous Feedback:
	

	LEARNING TARGET
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Determine the author’s craft of narratives, informational and persuasive texts
	I can insightfully 

explain all examples 

of author’s craft 

accurately beyond 

teacher’s expectations.
	I can plainly explain 

several examples of

author’s craft relatively accurately and consistently.
	I can mention some 
examples of author’s craft 

somewhat accurately and somewhat consistently.
	I struggle to identify examples 
of author’s craft.  I have 

some inaccuracies and/or 

need teacher assistance.


Extreme war stresses to blame in Marine urination video?
By Jeff Black, msnbc.com                                                                                        1-12-12
The answer to why Marines decided to urinate on dead bodies in Afghanistan could lie in the adrenaline-charged nature of combat and coping with the stresses of war, which can make behavior incredibly unpredictable, experts say.
Then again, the Marines shown in a YouTube video just might be "idiots."
 “These could be pranksters with extremely bad taste, or they could have other, deeper issues, like PTSD. We don’t know,” Eugenia Weiss, a military psychologist at the University of Southern California, told msnbc.com. A video, which was posted on YouTube, shows men in Marine combat gear standing in a semi-circle over three bodies. It is unclear if the dead are Taliban or civilians or someone else. The title on the posting called them Taliban insurgents and said the Marines were from Camp Lejeune.
 
A number of investigations have been launched, though officials have yet to officially verify the video's origin or its authenticity. Still, no evidence has emerged to doubt what it is.
"It clearly appears to be to us what it appears to be to you — troops urinating on corpses," Pentagon spokesman Capt. John Kirby told reporters Thursday. It’s impossible to predict how individuals will respond to combat, and why some have difficulty coping and act on inappropriate impulses while others can adapt, said Weiss, who treats Marines near Camp Pendleton. It is known, she said, that once engaged in war, particularly in places like Afghanistan, heightened adrenaline and increased stress occur. 

'Hyper-vigilant state' “There is this constant, hyper-vigilant state you have to maintain,” Weiss told msnbc.com. “You have an unknown enemy, even a woman walking down the street can be carrying a bomb to blow you up, and you have no green zone, no safe place to get away. This creates ambiguity. And the more ambiguity the greater the stress because of the situation.” In addition, there is a group dynamic that can kick in among people engaged in close combat. The act of urinating on the dead bodies “could be a coping mechanism in dealing with a very difficult situation,” Weiss said. “Or it could be this sense of vengeance, because a lot of troops in combat have lost comrades in the line of duty, or even post deployment from suicide or have later died from injuries. So there can be this great sense of vengeance. And that certainly can turn twisted.”
She also said it may have simply "started as a lewd joke, and often times that can get carried too far, you get a group dynamic that kicks in, and perhaps vengeance." “War-time experiences are traumatic for many men, not only because they are inherently traumatic for all human beings, but also because many men believe they should be able to handle the powerful emotions such experiences create, with little or no personal difficulty,” Michael Addis, a psychology professor at Clark University in Worcester, Mass., told msnbc.com. “Many male veterans are also unprepared for the intense fear, anxiety and personal feelings of vulnerability that can result from combat exposure.” 
 
At least two of the four men have been identified as Marines based at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, a Marine official told msnbc.com, speaking on condition of anonymity because there is an active criminal investigation of the incident.
Still, combat stress is no excuse for the behavior, retired Col. Jack Jacobs, an NBC News analyst and a Medal of Honor recipient for his actions in the Vietnam War, told msnbc.com.
 

"I've been through combat and been stressed out, and I've been out of combat and been stressed out, and I don't think it's a reason or an excuse for this kind of behavior. They've received instruction on how to act and what to do before and after their deployment." Jacobs said. "These are just idiots who are poorly supervised and led ... they proved they are idiots because they took pictures of it."
'Fight to the death' But for another veteran the video is not shocking at all.
"Many people in this country that worry far more about public relations and how we are perceived by the rest of the world are shocked at Marines urinating on Taliban," retired Army Sgt. Maj. Herb Freidman, an author and authority on psychological operations, told msnbc.com. "Why? They are murderers and terrorists that think nothing of blowing up soldiers, civilians, women and children. What have they done to deserve our respect? There are Marines being killed and maimed on a daily basis by these people. They are flying in from Muslim countries all over the world to get their crack at martyrdom. If some Marine that fought them in battle fair and square feels that he has the right to urinate on a defeated enemy, what is the problem? Hell, it could be worse.... It is a fight to the death, not some sort of gentlemanly duel with seconds and everyone very politely drinking a fine wine afterwards." 

Pentagon officials said the criminal investigation would likely look into whether the Marines violated laws of war, which include prohibitions against photographing bodies and detainees and a range of other rules. “These types of cases are fairly rare, and these are rare circumstances,” Phillip Cave, an attorney in Washington, D.C., who defends service members in court-martial proceedings, told msnbc.com.  “It might be there is more going on, but nobody has put it on the Internet.”
 

After investigation, Cave said, it’s likely those involved in the incident as well as the person who videotaped it and posted it on the internet will be prosecuted under either administrative or criminal court-martial proceedings.
They could face charges under Article 134, which is the general article on conduct, he said. “In order to establish that you have to have either conduct that’s prejudicial to good military discipline or conduct that’s considered service discrediting. When we talk about services discrediting, we’re talking about giving the Marine Corp a black eye and downgrading the public’s perception of them as good people.
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/21134540/vp=45978585&#45978585 

“Marine Urination” article
Two sentence summary of the text:

Black’s intent, author’s universal message, theme of the text:
Justify the theme you wrote above with the most important detail(s) from the text:

	Based on your reading of the “Marine Urination” article, list the most important arguments, or points of view, presented to support the idea that humans’ actions are determined without influence from outside forces. Also, list the evidence of each argument.

	Arguments for “actions alone”
	Supporting Evidence

	
	

	Based on your reading of the “Marine Urination” article, list the most important arguments, or points of view, presented to support the idea that humans’ actions are determined by the influence from outside forces. Also, list the evidence of each argument.

	Arguments for “actions from society”
	Supporting Evidence

	
	


	Previous Feedback:
	

	LEARNING TARGET
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Determine main 

ideas,  supporting 

details, theme/

thesis, and how they 

are related
	I can insightfully 

explain the author’s 

“big picture” and 

specifics accurately 
beyond teacher’s 
expectations.
	I can plainly explain 

the author’s “big 

picture”  and specifics
relatively accurately and consistently.
	I can just mention the 

author’s “big picture”  & 
specifics somewhat 

accurately and somewhat 
consistently.
	I struggle to identify  

author’s “big picture”  &
 specifics. I have some 

inaccuracies and/or need

teacher assistance.


Nonfiction article from the internet that addresses the same topic
Article title:
Author:






Date published:

Website:

One sentence summary of the text:

Author’s intent, universal message, theme:
Highlight comparisons (which means both similarities and differences) between the theme of this article and your life, another text, and human experience:

	Based on your reading of the article that you found, list the most important arguments, or points of view, presented to support the idea that humans’ actions are determined without influence from outside forces. Also, list the evidence of each argument.

	Arguments for “actions alone”
	Supporting Evidence

	
	

	Based on your reading of the article that you found, list the most important arguments, or points of view, presented to support the idea that humans’ actions are determined by the influence from outside forces. Also, list the evidence of each argument.

	Arguments for “actions from society”
	Supporting Evidence

	
	


	Previous Feedback:
	

	LEARNING TARGET
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Read texts independently

and make connections
	I can make strong, 
mature connections 
between the text, the 
world & the human 
experience beyond 
teacher’s expectations.
	I can make clear, obvious connections between the text, the world & the human experience  relatively accurately  and consistently.
	I can make partial, incomplete
connections between the text, 
the world & the human 
experience somewhat 
accurately and somewhat 
consistently.
	I struggle to make connections 
between the text, the world & 
the human experience. I have 

some inaccuracies and/or 

need teacher assistance. 


