TPCASTT
ONE Approach to poetry analysis. Keep in mind that while this is a formula, your analysis should not be “formulaic.”

Title = What role does the title play? Is it straightforward? Is it a summary? It is the first line of the poem and not helpful? Is it the “swerve” of the poem? Does it reveal the author’s message or at least the primary abstract, universal element of the poem?

Paraphrase = What is the poem about? It is virtually impossible to understand the figurative meaning of a poem without first understanding the literal. Record, whether on paper or just in the cognitive domain, what the poem is actually about. Sometimes it is effective to do this on a line by line basis. 

Connotation = How do the “author tricks” reveal meaning? While it is important to at least identify as many literary devices as you can find, only focus on ones that contribute to meaning mostly significantly, or at least contribute to your thesis about the poem. Not only notice poetic devices (metaphor, simile, hyperbole, etc.), but also sound devices (alteration, rhythm, rhyme, etc.)

Attitude = How does the author’s mood, mode, and tone contribute to, influence or direct the poem. Use literary devices such as imagery, diction and syntax to help analyze tone. 

Shift(s) = How, if at all, does the poem shift? Does the shift happen right at the end, in the middle, periodically throughout the poem? Is it a shift in plot, tone or theme? Is the shift from gradual to specific, between points of view, to demonstrate irony? What is the effect of this shift? What if the shift did not occur?

Title = After completing the previous steps of analysis, does the title have any new significance? What if you did not read the title of the poem until this step in the process?

Theme = What is the poem/poet saying about the human condition? Is it sternly/caringly  pedantic or is it objectively expository? What idea does the poet want the reader to take away from the poem? Keep “the path in mind”: Author ( Text ( Reader. Theme is usually a complete sentence, the author’s message and universal. 

Resources for further exploration/explanation:
http://prezi.com/7esqy9o9mqjb/tp-castt-poetry-analysis/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Who8M_1iw7c
http://www.slideshare.net/hharvey102/poetry-analysis-tpcastt-1730240
http://shorewiki.wikispaces.com/file/view/TP-CASTT.pdf
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What role does the title play? Is it straightforward? Is it a summary? It is the first line of the poem and not helpful? Is it the “swerve” of the poem? Does it reveal the author’s message or at least the primary abstract, universal element of the poem?
	
	

	Paraphrase
What is the poem about? It is virtually impossible to understand the figurative meaning of a poem without first understanding the literal. Record, whether on paper or just in the cognitive domain, what the poem is actually about. Sometimes it is effective to do this line by line.
	
	

	Connotation
How do the “author tricks” reveal meaning? While it is important to at least identify as many literary devices as you can find, only focus on ones that contribute to meaning mostly significantly, or at least contribute to your thesis about the poem. Not only notice poetic devices (metaphor, simile, hyperbole, etc.), but also sound devices (alteration, rhythm, rhyme, etc.)
	
	

	Attitude
How does the author’s mood, mode, and tone contribute to, influence or direct the poem. Use literary devices such as imagery, diction and syntax to help analyze tone.
	
	

	Shift(s)
How, if at all, does the poem shift? Does the shift happen right at the end, in the middle, periodically throughout the poem? Is it a shift in plot, tone or theme? Is the shift from gradual to specific, between points of view, to demonstrate irony? What is the effect of this shift? What if the shift did not occur?
	
	

	Title
After completing the previous steps of analysis, does the title have any new significance? What if you did not read the title of the poem until this step in the process?


	
	

	Theme
What is the poem/poet saying about the human condition? Is it sternly/caringly  pedantic or is it objectively expository? What idea does the poet want the reader to take away from the poem? Keep “the path in mind”: Author ( Text ( Reader. Theme is usually a complete sentence, the author’s message and universal.
	
	


Difficulty of poem (1-10, 10 = challenging):
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