Transitional phrases, also called modifying or introductory phrases, are commonly repeated phrases that allow for smooth reading. Transitional phrases make our writing flow by connecting ideas clearly; they help us TRANSITION from one topic to another clearly and accurately. All students have seen them frequently in literature. ALL TRANSITIONAL PHRASES ARE FOLLOWED BY A COMMA. 
The following is a list of common modifying phrases

First, 

Second,
Third, 

Also,

Next,

On the other hand, 



Lastly,

However, 
Although, 
As a result, 
In addition,
With this in mind, 
Specifically, 
Finally,

Contrarily, 
In summary, 
Moreover, 
In contrast,

Hence,

Summarily,
Therefore,
Furthermore,
For example,
Consequently,      Contrarily,


 Notice: ALL TRANSITIONAL PHRASES ARE FOLLOWED BY A COMMA.

Not Smooth: Many things make the world a better place. Recycling is one of these things. 

Smooth:  There are several items that make the world a better place. For example, recycling saves the lives numerous woodland creatures. 


Not Smooth: I lit the match. My hair caught on fire.

Smooth: I lit the match and held it to my face. As a result, my hair burst into flames. 


Not Smooth: My school is great; it is tough.

Smooth: Various aspects of my school are fun. However, the course work is challenging. 


Notice that in the above examples, the transitional phrases have a specific function. In the recycling example, the second sentence is actually an example of the first. In the fire example, the second sentence actually happens as an after effect of the first. In the final example, the second sentence is a direct contrast to the first one. Be careful in choosing your phrases accurately. 
Transitional sentences = Using these transitional phrases is necessary and elementary. However, to be an even more effective author, use transitional SENTENCES. These are commonly “complex” sentences. These sentences start with words like “SINCE” or “DESPITE” or “EVEN THOUGH” or “WHILE” and have a comma in the middle of them. Here are some examples.

A) While this is true in the play Hamlet, it is also true in the play Oedipus Rex.

B) Even though cloning is expensive, the benefits out weigh the costs. 
C) Despite all of his best intentions, Beowulf failed to complete the monomyth.

D) Since used multiple points of view, Chaucer was a strong author.
E) Keeping in mind that Victor and his progeny are foils, it is easily to see that Mary Shelley is an effective author.  
Practice: The webpage http://writing2.richmond.edu/writing/wweb/trans1.html
will help you with these assignments.
1) Look back into your writing assignment. Find five passages where you could have used a transition to make your writing smoother. Add at least three additional transitions (at least one of which needs to be a transitional sentence). Highlight all transitions for your final draft. 
2) Categorize the above list of phrases into common categories. Record all the phrases from above in one of the categories below.
	Extra or Supplement
	Cause and Effect
	Contrast or Contradiction

	
	
	


3) This page is due ___________. Fill in the blank with the most appropriate transitional phrase. You already know that they help connect ideas and that they are followed by a comma. However, sometimes it is difficult to figure out which ones go where. Simply think about how the two sentences on either side of the transitional phrase are related and find an appropriate phrase that shows that relationship best. Fill in the blank with the most appropriate transitional phrase.

1) The dog is small. _______________, the dog is soft. 

2) The dog is small. _______________, it barks very loud.

3) The dog is small. _______________, it does not eat very much.

4) The dog is small. _______________, it is easy this dog to take on trips.

5) All of the people in class have talents. _______________, Scott can rebuild engines. _______________, Joe can excel at any sport. _______________, Thomas can do calculus. _______________, Jacob can read two novels at once. 

6) I got lazy throughout the school year. _______________, I am taking summer school.

7)  It rained and shined at the same time. _______________, there was a rainbow.
8) Ryan’s favorite ice cream is blue moon. _______________, Matt’s favorite ice cream is moose tracks. 

9) I was happy the sun was shining. _______________, I did not have sunglasses to protect my eyes. 

10)  Canada is sacred. _______________, the Canadian dollar is the product of the devil. 
11) Several doctors are effective. ________________, pediatricians help heal children. 

12) Assembling paper airplanes is complicated. _________________, the abundant and numerous steps involved make the process challenging. 
