Under the Feet of Jesus Excerpt
2012 AP essay text

Link to student essays: http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap12_english_lit_q2.pdf
Text: http://gpschools.schoolwires.net/cms/lib05/MI01000971/Centricity/Domain/244/APLIT%20ESTRELLA%20HW%20TASK.pdf
Your task is to write one body paragraph of this essay. This paragraph certainly needs to answer the question, but will be used as an opportunity for you to demonstrate your DICTION and SYNTAX skills. Hopefully, you noticed that these two skills are related: if diction is the leaves, syntax is the trees...which is actually a forest (. Write this paragraph on the bottom of this page and on the back of this page; the rubric on which this paragraph will be graded is on the back of this page. 
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	Sentence Fluency
Does your syntax impress the reader?
	§ Strong and varied sentence structure clearly conveys meaning and invites expressive reading.

§ Sentences are

appropriately concise; syntax is diverse.

§ The writing has a natural flow and rhythm when read

aloud.
	§ Strong and varied sentence beginnings, length, and structure help to convey meaning and invite

expressive reading.

§ Sentences are

appropriately concise; syntax is varied

§ The writing sounds smooth and rhythmic when read aloud.
	§ Varied sentence

beginnings, length, and

structure attempt to convey meaning.

§ Sentences are sometimes concise and sometimes wordy; syntax is predictable.

§ The writing sounds

businesslike or mechanical

when read aloud.
	§ Sentence beginnings,

length, and structure lack

variation.

§ The writing lacks fluency when read aloud.

	Word Choice
Do you have impressive diction? 

Did you actually make informed, mature choices with your words?
	Well-chosen words convey the intended message in an

interesting, precise, and

natural way.

Lively, powerful verbs

provide energy. (“Be” verbs are limited).

Specific nouns add color and clarity.

Modifiers work to provide strong imagery.

Expression is fresh and appealing: original or

unusual phrasing adds to

meaning. Figurative

language, if used, is

effective. Vocabulary is

striking but not overdone.

Technical terms and

notations are effective.
	Well-chosen words convey the intended message in an

interesting, precise, and

natural way.

Powerful verbs, specific

nouns, and descriptive

modifiers enhance meaning.

Expression attempts to be fresh and appealing.

Original or unusual

phrasing adds to the

meaning. Figurative

language, if used, is

generally effective.

Vocabulary is striking but,

at times, overdone.

Technical terms and

notations are helpful.
	Words are reasonable,

accurate, and convey the

intended message in a

general manner.

Some verbs provide

energy, and some simply

link one point to another.

Some nouns are specific, which other nouns are fairly general.

Modifiers attempt to be

descriptive.

Expression is limited.

Figurative language, if

used, may or may not be

effective. Vocabulary is

either common or slangy,

or attempts to be

uncommon and leads to

confusion. Technical terms and notations are limited in their effectiveness.
	§ Word choice limits the

clarity of the intended

message; the author did not or cannot select mature words. 

§ Verbs, nouns, and/or

modifiers lack the ability to

convey an image.

§ Expression is lacking.

Vocabulary is limited and

restricting or too technical.


Steps for answering this (and every) AP Lit & Comp question
1) T4 the question. At this point, you can probably just cross out unneeded words. Perhaps you want to reword the question entirely or just replace a few confusing words from the question with words from your own brain. 

2) Write your thesis. This requires leaving blanks for literary devices and content from the text. 

3) Read the text and T$ to fill in the blanks of your thesis.

4) Fill in the blanks of your thesis.

5) Write the essay. One approach is to just write it from the beg inning. Another approach is to write the two body paragraph topic sentences first, then fill in the rest. 

Steps for analyzing this text specifically
1) What does character development mean? What exactly are you looking for? What would a right answer sound like?

I. Approaches to writing your answer

i. Chronological

ii. Cause ( effect

iii. Change (dynamic character)

II. English “nerdery” that should help

i. Flat vs. round 

ii. Static vs. dynamic

iii. What the character does/says

iv. What the narrator or other characters say/do about/to/with the character
v. What the character does NOT say/do

2) For each paragraph of the text, write three adjectives for each paragraph that elicit Estrella’s development. In other words, based on the paragraph in question, which three adjectives would you use to answer the question? In addition, list the three most potent words from the paragraph that inspired you to provide those three adjectives. Mr. Foster did the first paragraph for you. You’re welcome. 
I. Befuddled, irritated, foreign = as confusing…alphabet
3) Here are some of Foster’s notes as he was reading. Don’t read these unless you are stuck or until you finish the passage and have formed your own thoughts.
I. This text is in third person. I thought it was gonna be in first person based on the question at the beginning.

II. Lots of similes and metaphors throughout.

III. Line 12 and lines 27-29 are the pieces of bread to a “flashback” sammich.

IV. Simile Allusion in lines 39-40 was groovy
V. Lots of details in lines 51-68.

VI. AHA! All those metaphors throughout the text weren’t just cute, they served a purpose: linking the confusion of the tool box to the confusion of school. She “couldn’t” learn to read until she learned the tools. Well done Helena, well done. 
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