Graphing “Writing Tracker” Data

We are going to use our math-science-logic intelligence to arrange our English accomplishments into a manageable format in which we can have pride. However, this requires that you follow directions meticulously and ask questions whenever they might arise in your mind. I listed the directions below and will walk you through the process. Follow along closely, save often, and be ready to be proud of your work.

1) In Microsoft Excel, create a chart that has as many rows as you have entries and five columns.

2) The rows should be labeled according to the dates of your entries. Label each row (leave the first one blank) with the topic and date of each entry. Examples might include Beowulf 10/16/11 or Snow 12/6/11
3) The columns should be labeled according to the four areas that you tabulated. Leave the first one blank and label the rest clearly: Total Words, Words Per Minute, Total Domain Specific Words, Domain Specific Words Per Minute, and Miscues. Be sure to double click the column edges at the top of the spreadsheet to expand each column to its appropriate width.   

4) Then, fill in your in your table with the appropriate numbers according to how they were scored on your Writing Tracker chart. 

5) When you finish this step, raise your hand for Mr. Foster to confirm your results. Then, proceed to the next step.

6) Now you are going to make a graph of this data. Highlight the chart you just made and hit the “Chart Wizard” button. This button has three, multi-colored vertical bars. 
7) Go to the “Custom Types” and choose “Smooth Lines.” Click Next.

8) On the “Data Range Tab” go to the “Series in:” bullet point. Make sure the “columns” button is clicked. Click Next.

9) On the “Title” tab, title the chart “Your Name Writing Fluency Growth” and label Category X axis “Chronology of Assessment” (if you do not know what chronology means, see Mr. Foster right now) and label the Series Y axis “Value of Growth”

10) On the “Axes” tab, uncheck the “Value (Y) axis” bullet.

11) On the “Gridlines” tab, uncheck all gridlines bullets.

12) On the Legend tab, check the or “Bottom” bullet. Click Next.

13) Make sure you are creating the table as an object and click Finish.

14) Finally manipulate the chart using the corners and clicking and dragging to appear directly below your chart in a manner that is legible. When you complete this step, review the example that Mr. Foster made and make any amendments to your chart that you need to. Then, call on Mr. Foster to review your work BEFORE you print. 
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You can quickly create a chart in Microsoft Excel by using the Chart Wizard. In this wizard, you can choose from a variety of chart types and specify various chart options. Although worksheet (worksheet: The primary document that you use in Excel to store and work with data. Also called a spreadsheet. A worksheet consists of cells that are organized into columns and rows; a worksheet is always stored in a workbook.) data that you want to plot in a chart can be located in rows or columns, some chart types require a specific arrangement of the data before you can create a chart. For more information about chart types, see Available chart types.

1. On the worksheet, arrange the data that you want to plot in a chart. 

2. Select the cells that contain the data that you want to use for the chart. 

 Tip   If the cells that you want to select for the chart are not in a continuous range, select the first group of cells that contain the data that you want to include. Hold down CTRL, and then select any additional cell groups that you want to include. The nonadjacent selections must form a rectangle.
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3. Click Chart Wizard [image: image3.png]


on the Standard toolbar, or click Chart on the Insert menu. 

4. Follow the instructions in the Chart Wizard. 

For information about the Chart Wizard options, click Help [image: image4.png]


in the title bar of the wizard.

Tips

· To quickly create a basic chart that is displayed on a separate chart sheet (chart sheet: A sheet in a workbook that contains only a chart. A chart sheet is beneficial when you want to view a chart or a PivotChart report separately from worksheet data or a PivotTable report.), select the data that you want to use for the chart, and then press ALT+F1 or F11. 

· If you use a specific chart type frequently when you create a chart, you may want to set that chart type as the default chart type. 


Change the default chart type

1. Click anywhere in the chart area (chart area: The entire chart and all its elements.) to select the chart. 

2. On the Chart menu, click Chart Type. 

3. On the Standard Types tab or Custom Types tab, in the Chart type list, click the chart type that you want or accept the current selection, and then click Set As Default Chart. 

4. Click Yes, and then click OK. 

5. If the Add Custom Chart Type dialog box appears, type a name in the Name box and a description in the Description box, and then click OK.

  Notes   

· When you create a chart, the Chart toolbar is displayed and the Chart menu is added to the menu bar. You can use the toolbar buttons and menu commands to modify the chart. For example, use the toolbar to select specific items in the chart, change the chart type, make formatting changes, show or hide the legend or data table, or switch between displaying the data series by row and displaying it by column. The Chart menu allows you to make changes to the source data, add data to the chart, specify numerous chart options, change the location of the chart, and apply 3-D effects. The Chart menu does not, however, provide a command for creating a chart. 

· The Chart toolbar can also be displayed (or hidden) at any time by pointing to Toolbars on the View menu, and then clicking Chart. If you display the Chart toolbar before you create a chart, you can use it to create a chart. Select the cells that contain the data that you want to use in the chart, and then click Chart Type on the Chart toolbar. The chart will be displayed in the selected chart type on the same worksheet.
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