English 11 First Trimester Skills Matrix

During our first trimester, we will practice 16 skills over and over. We will practice these same skills with many different texts and writing assignments, but with each assignment, Mr. Foster will be seeing how well you can do each of the following skills. Each new time that you do a skill, you will be graded on this rubric and the new grade will replace your old one. Therefore, your final grade will be out of 64 (16 skills worth four points each). In this way, here is your final exam. (
Reading Skills 

	SKILL
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Determine main ideas, 

central themes, primary arguments
	Insightfully explain 

the author’s “big 

picture” accurately
	Plainly explain the 

author’s “big picture” 

relatively accurately
	Mention the 

author’s “big picture” 

somewhat accurately
	Partially identify the 

author’s “big picture” with

some inaccuracies

	Determine minor ideas, supporting details, and supplemental examples
	Insightfully explain 

all examples of

the author’s specifics accurately
	Plainly explain 

several examples of

the author’s specifics relatively accurately
	Mention some 
examples of the 

author’s specifics 

somewhat accurately
	Partially identify 

a few examples of

the author’s specifics with 

some inaccuracies

	Determine the “How it was said” i. e. structure of texts, point of view, & the author’s craft. 
	Insightfully explain 

all examples of

the author’s craft accurately
	Plainly explain 

several examples of

the author’s craft relatively accurately
	Mention some 
examples of the 

author’s craft 

somewhat accurately
	Partially identify 

a few examples of

the author’s craft with 

some inaccuracies

	Why was it said? Read for theme: author’s message, lesson, intent. 
	Strong description of how text specifics address author’s message.
	Clear description of how text specifics address author’s message.
	Partial description of how text specifics address author’s message.
	Zero and/or inaccurate description of how text specifics address author’s message.

	Read texts independently

and make connections
	Strong, mature connections between the text, the world and the reader’s life.
	Clear, obvious connections between the text, the world and the reader’s life
	Partial, incomplete connections between the text, the world and/or the reader’s life.
	Zero and/or inaccurate connections between the text, the world and/or the reader’s life.


Vocabulary Skills
	SKILL
	4.0
	3.0
	2.0
	1.0

	Word Parts: Prefix, Suffix, Root words


	Strong, precise explanation of how words’ parts & environment contribute to meaning.  
	Clear, mostly accurate explanation of how words’ parts & environment contribute to meaning.  
	Partially complete and/or accurate explanation of how words’ parts & context add to meaning.  
	Insufficient and/or inaccurate explanation of how words’ parts & environment contribute to meaning.  

	Part of Speech:
Noun, verb, adjective, adverb, etc.
	Strong, precise analysis of a word’s type contributes to meaning.
	Clear, mostly accurate analysis of how a word’s type contributes to meaning.
	Partially complete and/or accurate analysis of how a word’s type contributes to meaning.
	Insufficient and/or inaccurate analysis of how a word’s type contributes to meaning.

	Determine meaning of 

unknown words using 
context clues, word 
parts & parts of speech.
	Insightfully explain 

all examples of 

unfamiliar words 

from a text accurately
	Plainly explain 

several examples of

unfamiliar words 

relatively accurately
	Mention some 
examples of 

unfamiliar words 

somewhat accurately
	Partially identify 

a few examples of

unfamiliar words 

with some inaccuracies


Writing Skills
	Skill
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Position = Did you take a clear position on the issue? Did you prove a thesis?


	Strong position made clear. Reader is completely convinced the author’s position is true. 
	Clear position made clear. Reader is pretty certain the author’s position is true.
	Position partially made clear. Reader is partially convinced the author’s position is true.
	Unclear or weak  position. Reader is not convinced the author’s position is true.

	Organization = Did you organize your ideas in a logical & effective manner so that your audience can understand & follow your thinking?


	Structure of ideas makes 

the thesis obviously true; transitions are smooth 

and artistic.
	Structure of ideas makes 

the thesis true; transitions 

are clear, obvious and 

useful.
	Structure implies that 

the thesis true; some 

transitions help move 

between ideas. 
	Structure is confusing 

and/or misleading; 

transitions are lacking or ineffective.

	Support = Did you use accurate and relevant evidence from all three sources to support claims or counter claims? 


	An abundance of evidence 

is reliable, specific, 

relevant unbiased and 

directly proves thesis. 
	A supply of evidence 

is respectable, specific, 

useful, unbiased and 

proves the thesis.
	Some evidence is helpful, 

relevant, unbiased and 

works to prove the thesis.
	Little to no evidence; it is

unreliable, vague, 

irrelevant, biased, 

plagiarized and/or 

doesn’t directly prove the 

thesis.

	Word choice/diction= Did you express your ideas clearly and fluently using your own words?


	Artistic & accurate 

authorship by using 

specific,  mature word 

choice and syntax.
	Satisfactory & 

consistent
authorship by using 

specific words & syntax.
	Inconsistent
authorship by using 

vague words  and poor

syntax.
	Poor authorship by 

using inaccurate, 

immature, and/or 

weak words & weak 

syntax.

	Language usage = Did 

you edit for grammar, 

usage, and mechanics?


	Advanced use of 

Standard American 

English grammar
	Sufficient control over 

Standard American 

English grammar
	Inconsistent or partial 

control over Standard 

American English grammar
	Multiple miscues 

in  grammar ; errors 
distract from meaning

	Write for an audience:

Produce writing that is appropriate/effective. Did 

you follow directions? 

Does it make sense?
	Superb accuracy in 

following directions. 

Product goes beyond the requirements: pictures, 

Works Cited Page, etc. 
	Sufficient accuracy in 

following directions. 

Product meets all of the

requirements: chart, 

editing, MLA citations, etc.
	Partial accuracy in 

following directions. 

Weakness in 1 or 2 of the

requirements: chart, 

editing, MLA citations, etc
	Obvious inaccuracy in 

following directions. 

Weakness in multiple 

requirements: chart, 

editing, MLA citations, etc

	Use Technology to 

Interact and Publish


	Superb use of resources
& errorless formatting
	Solid use of resources
& clear formatting
	Noticeable use of 

resources & obvious
formatting
	Unclear or unethical 

use of resources or  

formatting


Employability: This grade is a skill called “Employability.” This grade is out of 4.0 and is another valuable skill. All students start with a 4.0 for this because it is assumed all are coming to class prepared, will engage in class as young adults and are striving to be employable in both their part time jobs on the way to their careers and in their careers themselves. This skill assesses effectively contributing to discussions, turning in homework responsibly (on time and with name labeled), and bringing appropriate materials to class. Any time students lack in employability, their grade decreases. Students can redo any skill(s) that they have already attempted (already earned a grade for) at any time throughout the trimester to bring this employability grade back up. 

Parent Meeting

for students of Mr. Foster & Ms. Gaedcke:
Friday, 9/6/13 at 5:30pm in room 39 of Armada High School.

