“Act” One Quizzical for I Didn’t Do It
Answers to questions are in other questions (21)
1) How did Greek theatre come to be? What did it look like at its first inception? How did it evolve into a play like Oedipus Rex? (2)
2) What possible tragic flaw did Oedipus exemplify in his third person proclamation that he is, “Oedipus, known far and wide by name”? (1)
3) Creon explains to Oedipus that, “My liege, we had a leader, once, over this land, called Laius-ere you held the helm of this state.” What does ere literally mean? What does helm literally mean? What is the name of the state? (3)
4) Oedipus asks, “What ill was in the way, which, when a sovereignty had lapsed like this, kept you from searching it out?” Who is the sovereignty and what was the ill? (2)
5) Regarding the pestilence that pollutes Thebes, Oedipus proclaims, “if …he should become an inmate of my dwelling, that I may suffer…” If Tiresias’ prophecy is true, how is this dramatic irony? (1)
6) “Thou canst see the city, but knowest no less what pestilence visits it.” Who is the thou and what can’t he/she “see”? (2)
7) “How terrible it is to know, where no good comes of knowing!” How is this prophecy by Tiresias (which he believes to be true) possibly dramatic irony? (2)
8) How does Tiresias’ claim that “Apollo is sufficient” exude the motif of fate vs. free will? (2)
9) Tiresias sarcastically asks Oedipus, “Were you not excellent at solving riddles?” To what “solved riddle” is he referring and how is this statement sarcastic?

10) The chorus ends the “act” with the lines, “Of a truth dark thoughts, yea dark and fell, the augur wise doth arouse in me, who neither assent, nor yet gainsay; and what to affirm, I cannot tell; but I flutter in hope, un apt to see things of tomorrow or today.” What is the chorus’ decision about the truth behind who Oedipus really is?

11)  Cite the following kinds of connections (comparisons and/or contrasts) between The Swollen Foot King and Little Village. 

a. Format/Genre/Structure/Dramatic Elements:

b. Audience prior knowledge:

c. The role of the king’s advisor:

d. Protagonist as tragic hero:

Reflection about how well you would have done on this assessment completely on your own:

