Parent Comments:
	3-4
	Show a little understanding of the persuasive purpose, but neglects to take or maintain a position. Show limited recognition of the complexity of the issue. 
	Maintain a focus on the general topic. Reader is uncertain if the thesis is true.
	Offer a little development of one or two ideas; if examples are given, they may be general or irrelevant. Show little or no movement between general and specific ideas and examples. Ideas are repetitive.  
	Provide discernible organization with some grouping of ideas in parts of the essay. Use a few simple and obvious (though possibly misleading) transitions. Present a discernible but minimally developed intro/conclusion.  
	Show limited control of language. Correctly use few conventions of English grammar, with errors that distract from meaning. Use simple vocabulary. Use simple sentence structure.
	

	5-6
	Show a basic understanding of the persuasive purpose.  May not maintain a position. Provide a counter argument and some response as a rebuttal. Briefly acknowledge a counter argument and little rebuttal. 
	Maintain a focus on the general topic. Reader is aware of the thesis position. 
	Offer limited development of ideas using a few general examples. Show little movement between general and specific ideas and examples. Some ideas are repetitive.  
	Provide simple organization with grouping of ideas in parts of the essay. Use some simple and obvious (though possibly misleading) transitions. Present a discernible but underdeveloped intro/conclusion.  
	Show basic control of language. Correctly use some conventions of English grammar, with some errors that may distract from meaning. Use simple but appropriate vocabulary. Use little sentence variety. 
	

	7-8
	Show an understanding of the persuasive purpose. Recognize complexity through examining different perspectives and/or evaluating implications and complications of the issue. Provide a counter argument and some response as a rebuttal. 
	Maintain a focus on the general topic. Present a thesis that establishes the writer’s position. Reader is fairly certain the thesis is true.  
	Develop ideas fully, using some specific and relevant reasons, details and examples.  Show some movement between general and specific ideas and examples. Arguments may overlap.
	Provide adequate but simple organization with logical grouping of ideas, but little evidence of progression. Use simple and obvious (though relevant) transitional words, and phrases. Present a discernible but limited intro/conclusion.  
	Show adequate use of language. Correctly use many conventions of English grammar, with some errors that may distract from meaning. Use appropriate vocabulary. Use some different sentence structures to vary pace and support meaning.   
	

	9-10
	Show a clear understanding of the persuasive purpose. Offer a broad context. Demonstrates complexity through partially evaluating implications and complications of the issue. Propose and discuss counter argument and rebuttal.  
	Maintain a focus on the specific topic. Present a thesis that establishes the writer’s position. Reader is convinced the thesis is true.  
	Develop most ideas fully, using some specific and relevant reasons, details and examples.  Show movement between general and specific ideas and examples. Arguments are different from one another.
	Provide unity and coherence with sometimes a logical progression of ideas. Use relevant (though at times simple) transitional words, and phrases. Present a somewhat developed intro/conclusion.   
	Show competent use of language. Correctly use most conventions of English grammar, with a few errors that don’t distract from meaning. Use precise and varied vocabulary. Use many kinds of sentence structures to vary pace and support meaning.   
	

	11-12
	Show a clear understanding of the persuasive purpose. Offer a critical context. Demonstrates complexity through examining different perspectives and/or evaluating implications and complications of the issue. Fully discuss counter argument/rebuttal
	Maintain a clear focus on the specific topic. Present a critical thesis that clearly establishes the writer’s position. Reader is thoroughly convinced the thesis is true.  
	Develop several ideas fully, using specific and relevant reasons, details and examples.  Show effective movement between general and specific ideas and examples. Arguments are unique.
	Provide unity and coherence with a logical progression of ideas. Use relevant transitional words, phrases and sentences. Present a well-developed intro/conclusion.   
	Show effective use of language. Correctly use most conventions of English grammar, with a few, if any, errors. Use precise and varied vocabulary. Use a variety of sentence structures to vary pace and support meaning.  
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