F2007THE WEDDING BANQUET [1993]  This is the film planned for Monday, October 8.  The film is just under two hours in length so we will start right on time.   The film is in English and one or more Chinese languages [with subtitles].  It is rentable but not in large quantities.

The essay in connection with the film is due on Thursday, October 11. [The fallback essay for those who cannot see the film is to write critically in connection with the coursepack articles by Mahler and Bilger (pp.108-116 and 141-147).  The analysis should address BOTH articles.]  The essay may be handed in in class or left in my Political Science mailbox in 303 SKH.  [The 2-to-3 page essay should follow the general essay guidelines posted earlier on ANGEL under “Lessons.”]

Ang Lee, the director of the film is one of the most eclectic and versatile directors now working.  Born in Taiwan, he attended college in Illinois and studied film at NYU, and now lives mostly in the US.  This film, set in New York City and co-written I believe with a native-born American, was the first of his films to attract wide notice.   He followed it with “Eat Drink Man Woman,” set in Taiwan; ”Sense and Sensibility,” from Jane Austen’s novel, set in England; “The Ice Storm,” set in suburban new York; “Ride with the Devil,” set in the American Civil War; “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,” set in a mythical China—a film which won the Oscar for Best Foreign Film; “The Hulk;” and “Brokeback Mountain,” which received a number of Oscar nominations.

The aim of the essay should be to analyze [and, again, try for MORE analysis and LESS summarizing] the strengths and weaknesses of the film in addressing social themes and problems.  A good question to ask [and discuss] is whether the film is particular [to Taiwanese Americans and/or gay couples in NYC?] or universal [universally American or just plain universal?].  Or, one might ask, is this an “American” or a “Taiwanese” film, or is it something else again?  The two young men are Wai Tung and Simon, the young woman is Wei-Wei, and the parents are Mr. and Mrs. Gao.   [See the IMDB web site for more details.]  What do their interactions say about the following:  Cultural and sexual identities; traditional and new kinds of families; family members living far away from one another; obligations to self and family; honesty with one’s parents; traditions in the “New World;” immigration and the immigrant scene in NYC; changing roles for women; family norms and expectations for their children; honesty and deceit with family and friends.

Other questions:  Does the film have anything to say about Asian-American and/or gay lifestyles?  Is the film realistic or more of a fantasy?  How do the non-Asian and/or gay friends of the couple react to the wedding festivities?  Does the film have a “message” on abortion or anything else?  A minor point:  Note the relationship between the father and his former subordinate who now owns the restaurant.  Is it less formal because they are in the US?

Once again, the emphasis should be on your opinions backed up with specific references to the film and course themes. Do not make references to your own personal experiences.  Finally, homosexuality and abortion are contentious issues.  While you may have strong opinions on these matters, this essay should not be a position paper on either side of these issues.  The focus should be on the strengths and weaknesses of the film in addressing these and/or other social problems and themes.

Email to Andrew Blake on how to do the assignment:

This sounds like what we practiced and practiced in AP class. You have written many papers like this one for my classes in the past. This will be no problem for you. The main focus and your thesis (cause your thesis is in the question) should be: “Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the film in addressing social issues.”  Throughout the essay, you will work towards proving HOW the author succeeded or failed at answering some of the minor questions that are on the assignment. To back up, as you watch the film, I would keep some kind of brainstorm chart thing that keeps track of the little questions that he asked. 

Homosexuality….Asian vs. American…Gender roles in society…
And so on. Then, after the film, look back over your notes, find 1-3 topics with the most evidence or that inspire you the most and use them as “body reasons.” For example, your thesis would be something like: “The film does an outstanding job exemplifying American stereotypes about homosexuality, but fails miserably at fulfilling the audience’s expectations on gender roles in both Asian and American societies.” That rewords the questions and puts in two examples that you kept track of. Then go BMB.

Thanks for sending this. Anytime you can send me actual essays that you write in class, that would be GREAT. That way I can prove to the AP kids that we are doing this year what they need to be able to do next year. 

If you want help for ideas and probably a five page rant on the making of the film, email Hundey at jhundey@armadaschools.org
